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Mr. A.R. Vincent, acting assistant Judge 
of H.B.M’s Supreme Court, returned to 
Shanghai last week having made the trip to 
England and back again, via Siberia, in 48 days. 
Mr. W. E. Leveson, Secretary of the Municipal 
Council, made a similar trip some time ago, and 
was absent from Shanghai exactly 47 days. 


. A young German resident of Tientsin Mr. 
Otto Wan el who was formerly in the employ of 
Messrs. Carlowitz and Co., but latterly had been 
engaged in business on his own account, has 
died of hydrophobia, having been bitten by his 
own dog. Mr. Wandel was married, and his 
wife recently left for home. 


Sir Frank Swettenham, K C.M.G., formerly 

Governor of the Straits Settlements, has been 

appointed President of the Commission appoint- 

ed ‘by the Earl of Crewe, Secretary of State for 

the Colonies, at the unanimous request of the 

unofficial members of the Legislative Council of 

Manritius to enquire into the finances, etc., of 
that Colony. 

‘The hotel trade at Peking and Tientsin, 
remarks a northern contemporary, has been 
booming of late. Vast crowds of tourists have 
been visiting the capital, intent on sightseeing. 
‘hese tourists, like migrating birds, return to 
these parte at regular intervals and spend a 
good many dolJars. This goes a long way to 
support the otherwise dull trade of local stores 
and hotels. 


The depression in trade has affected Saigon 
considerably. Failures among Chinese traders 
and difficulties among European merchants are 
matters of common talk. The number of bank- 

ruptcies is, however, not large, owing to the 
unwillingness generally, of the creditors to 
_enforce thei: claims to the uttermost in the 
hope of a composition or of things mending. 
For all that, the crisis goes on without any sign 
of improvement, especially in the import trade. 
Experts differ as to the why and wherefore of 
the crisis. Some lay the blame on the fall in 
silver. Others say that it has all been brought 
about by reckless trading and dealing. — 


Tho Times in an editorial on the report for 

_ 1907 on the administration of Korea highly 

_ praises the wonderful achievement, comparing 

. it favourably in some respects with the British 

tasks in India and Egypt. After reciting the 

remarkable results of the extensive employment 

of Japanese officials, the journal pdints out that 

the disbandment of the worthless army was ap- 

parently effected without consideration for the 

future of the discarded soldiers. The Times 

would be glad to see a large and prosperous 

community of Japanese established in Korea on 

friendly terms with the natives, otherwise the 

, Japanese temptation to see. other outlets for 

population might become more and more 
insistent. . 


: The half-yearly statement of the International 
Banking (orporation to December 31, 1908, 
notes that “business in the Far East during 
the year rallied spasmodically in some directions, 
but as a whole remains quiet, and, while we are 
rather more than holding our own, our profits 
are in tonsequence small. Under existing 
conditions the resumption of dividends must be 
further deferred. The contraction which we 
deemed it prudent to make in our commitments 
in anticipation of, and during, the recent panic 
resulted, as might have been expected, in the 
dlienation of a certain amount of our business, 
but we hope by the diligence of our staff and 
by attention to the interests of our customers to 
soon regain our position.” 

_ The increase that has taken place this season 
in the number of passengers travelling home 
by the Trans-Siberian Route froni Shanghai 
is worthy of comment remarks the Shanghai 
Mercury. Since the beginning of March this 
. year every one of the trains proceeding home- 
wards has been practically full, and at the 
moment the booking rush is at its height and 
will continue so for several weeks to come, 
Enquiry at the Railway's agents locally show 
that the percentage of increase over the number 
velling by each train last year is practically 
—that is of those booking in Shanghai. 
Last year there was a considerable advance on 
the previons season, but not nearly so much 
as has taken place this year. This is attributed 
to the improvements effected on the railway, 
and also to the reduction of the time required 


for the journey from twenty-one days to fifteen. 
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(Daily Press, |April 17th.) 

The brief announcement that after a long 
series of prosperity budgets the Govern- 
ment of India has beqn confronted with a 
Financial Statement which shows a net 
deficit for the past year of no Jess than 
£3,720,000 may have suggested to many 
readers, especially in the Far East, that 
this is due in large measure to the crusade 
against the opium trade ; but the truth is 
that during the past year the Indian Go- 
vernment’s opium revenue exceeded the 
estimate by over one million pounds ster- 
ling. This unexpected -assistance to the 
Treasury took the form chiefly of advance 
payments for Malwa opium in order to 
ensure prompt shipment against the res- 
triction of exports which the Government 
of India is now enfor¢ing. ‘This artificial 
inflation of the income cannot be repeated, 


and the estimate for tle present year 
shows a decrease of £1,468,200. It 
bas to be borne in mind that the 


decrease must be progressive if China’a re- 
salution to entirely stop the native cultiva- 
tion of the drug is effectually carried dut. 
Yet in the whole course of the debate on 
the Budget in the ‘Calcutta Legislative 
Council no reference see:ns to’ have been 
made to the subject by any speaker, 


‘for the reason perhaps that the time for 


effective protest has gone by. 

The deficit which the Budget Statement! 
shows involves a sharp  eurtailment of 
expenditure not only on the pxrt of the 
Government of Indiajbut on the part of the 
Local Governments as well, implying the 
discontinuance or postponement of many 
useful public works which were undertaken 
when the str: ss of approaching p:verty did 
not seem so evident to the Local Govern. 
ments, Famine, sickness, trade depression 
and loss of railway revenue are muinly 
resp»nsible fir the diminished recei;-ts. 
Hopes of hetter times were held out in the 
course of the debate. Though the avricul- 
tural outlock in India is not as bright as it 
mizht be, it waa declared to be not dis- 
couraging, and with a single good sexson 
India might look forward to a rapid return 
to prosperity. One notable fexture of the 
debate were the allusions made to the rise 
in prices in India, and a dewand was made 
for an immediate and full inquiry ito the 
abnormal prices vow prevailing. Though 
the Financial Member was uot in a position 
to make an announcement on this subject, 
he intimated that the manner and agency 
of an enquiry had for some time past been 


-under the consideration of the Secretary of 


State. The Government evidently recog- 
nise: the complexity of the question an 
the subtle danger ib berent in high prices to 
which the Government are exposed in com; 
mon with the whole community. In the word 
of Sir FLEErwoon, Witson “the cheap. 
ness of India’s produce an of her labou 
has been the main cause why she meets he 
obligations with ease. If prices shoul 
rise to a level which interferes serious! 
with the demand for her products i 
fore'gn markets, our export trade - woul 
decline and our capacity to pay our debt: 
be diminished.” While ‘the Gavernment 
does not deny the importance of the move 
ment in prices,, the [many hardships whic 
it entails and the dangers which attend it, 
Sir Freetwoop Wrison said they coul 
not accept in silence the criticisms whic 
laid the high prices at the door of the Go, 
vernment, or which pfetended that th 
Goverument could alter the position by 
stroke of the pen. They were prepared 
ascertain the facts with the utmost care an 
to give their best consideration to uny sug: 


| gestions which are bused on kuowledge ands... . | 
accurate data. India, as we know, isnot - 
the only country fonfronted {with this 
economic qnestion. It is one with which 
all Eastern countries are more or less fami- 
liar, Japan especially, and we are-not alto. - 
gether unacquainted with it in Hongkong - 
aod the Treaty porta of China, It would. . - 
certainly he interesting and instructive to . . 
have an authoritative opinion on the causes: 
of the rise in prices in India,-but it is not - 
very obvious how a Government which is 
already postponing necessary public works 
to avoid additional taxation can well do 


more than this to stave off the danger 
they recognise to be inherent in a rise in 
the price of Indian products. | : 


RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION IN 
YUNNA | 


(Daily Press, 19th April.) 

The rapidly approaching completion: of 
the French line of railway from Haiphong 
to Yunnanfu affords a text for|a writer in 
one of the Hanoi papers to preach to his 
compatriots the duty of confidently believing 
in the future prosperity of this great enter. 
prise. ‘To act otherwise, he says, would not 
only give to certain |metropolitan politicians | 
additional grounds for distrusting the Colony, 
but would also give an opportunity to all the 
enemies of France in the Far, Hast for the 
display of their malignity. triotism is 
all very well, but-men can only believe in 
the future prosperity of the enterprise on 
commercial principles. We gather from - 
the article that there are two: opinions in 
Indo-China concerning this railway. There 
are those who regard it as destined to be- 
come “a modern Pactole,” bringing away 
waggon loads of gold from Yunnan, and on 
the other hand there are those who prophesy 
the rapid and lamentable failure of the 
gran‘ enterprise. It is probable, the writer 
saya, that. as always, the truth is situated 
hetwren these two extremely contradictory 
opinions. But though for Frenchman it 
may be an obligation of patrivtism, of 
national amour propre not to clamourously 
decry the first serous enterprise of the 
French to extend their influence in China, it 
can hardly be expected that an appeal to 
patri tism will persuade the prophets of evil - 
to take an Optimistic view of the enterprize, 
lt. seems to be admitted that the regious of 
Yuunan traversed by the line will not 
immediateiy provide sufficient traffic to 
coverexpenses, but, as the writer very rightly 
urges, hope of a more favourable future 
need not be abandoned because the line does 
not pay from the very start. It is admitted 
by all who have travelled in the country 
that Yunnan is by no means a poor province. 
Major Davies in “ Yunnan: the Link 
between India and the Yangtsze,” just ._, 
published, says: ** It is safe tosay thattheres ~ 
is no district in the province that does not . 
contain mines, and|with better|communica- ~~ _ 
tions Yunnan might become! one of the 4 

principal metal-prdducing cou itries of the. .: 
world.” It ia largely, indeed, on this fact that .~ - 
the French build their hopes of the future. . . 
success of the railway. The} mineral de. 
posits of the province:are as yet practically . 
unexploited. Chinese have stratched the. 
surface of this wealth in some districts ; and 
the belief that when these mines are opened 
up, either by European or C linese enter. 
prise, the ore will be transported by rail .. 
is strengthened bythe fact that even now 
the Chinese mete fr mines situated about. 


twenty kilometres| frou Mengtze couvey. ~ 
ilway for transportation <<. 
to Laokay and below. Therg is no-river = 
in the interior of | Yunnan, Major Davies. - 
tells us, that is of any practical use for boats,-.--_ 


their ore to the r 


1 


Major 


April 26, 1909.] 


much less for steamers, while the roads are 
merely mountain paths fit for no transport 
but pack mules and ponies. Moreover, the 
distances from su ports and even from 


. navigable rivers are very great, so that the 
- railway, we imagine, will soon create a 


coneiderable traffic where scarcely any now 
exists, The Chinese appear to realise the 
possibilities of the railway, forthere has been 
great competition for land in the vicinity of 
the stations, even along sections of the 
line not yet completed. 

@ opening ot the line over its entire 
length of 585 miles will doubtless serve to 
revive interest in the many schemes which 
have been put forward during the past fi'ty 
or sixty years for a British railway fron 

urtma into China. This, if it comes at all, 
must come through Yunnan. Iu three re. 
cently-published books the subject has been 
treated at some length. Mr. CorquHoun 
discusses it in his autotiography. The Earn 
or RonaupsHay has also dealt with the 
subject very fully in the second of the two 
volumes entitled ‘A Wandering Student in 
the Far East’, while the book by Major 
Davies not only gives the reader a most 
interesting account of his extensive travels 
in Yunnan and the neighbouring provinces, 
but treats exhaustively of the need for the 
conatruction a British line through Yun- 
nan. The purpose of such a line he ex- 
plains sre twofold :—(1) To draw the trade 
of Yunnan towards Burma, and thereby 
prevent the trade of Western Yunnan being 
taken from the British by the French; (2) 
To reach the rich province of Szechuen, 
there to connect in the future with the pro- 
jected Hankow-Chengtu railway, thus form- 
ing a through route between India and 
Shanghai—a link in the grand trunk line 


- which will doubtless same day connect Calais 


and Kastern China with India. The author 
admits that the railway cannot be made as 
an immediately paying speculation, and he 
devotes himself to a discussion of the 
question at to whether it is worth the 
while of the British Government to spend 
money on the construction of the whole 
or any part of the Yunnan Railway, 
AVIES appears to have solid reasons 
for hia faith that it would in course of time 
prove @ remunerative enterprise, but mean- 
while political and commercial considera- 
tions combined are imp rtant enough in a 
country which marches for hundreds of 
miles along British territory to warrant an 
impartial reconsideration of the whole 
 erhgpe of railway connection between 

ndia and Ghina, on which former Viceroys 
of India have poured the cold douche of 
ridioule. 


THE REVOLT IN TURKEY. 


(Daily Press, April 20th.) ‘ 
“‘ Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly 
wards.” Such are the words of boly writ 
which present rather a pessimistic outlook on 
life, and without being unduly pessimistic, 
they might be applied to the “Near 


- East.” That little quarter of the earth, 


with its varying ethnological elements, its 
innumerable creeds, seems also to be 
destined to trouble. .Certainly it has become 
the scene of almost perpetual unrest, but 
the worst aspect of this recurriag strife 
is aot the unhappy state of the unfortunate 
people which it reveals, but the danger it 
creates to the peace of Europe. So many 
conflicting interests are involved in the 
supervision and protection of an empire 
which has sank so low as to be incapable of 
defending itself but which offers a tempta- 
tion for some of the stronger powers -to 
dispossess it of some of its fair provinces 
that no one power can intervene without 


| 
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exciting the jealousy ;and suspicion of the 
others. We remember the old days of the 
Armenian atrocities : when Britain - was 
blamed for not attempting to carry out the 
‘bag and baggage ” policy by clearing the 
‘* unspeakable Turk ” out of Europe. “The 
Concert of Europe could not agree as to the 
course of action to be taken, but neither 
Russia nor Britain, the two Powers most 
directly interested, dared interfere. They 
were mutually jealous while the attitude of 
the other Powers did not help to a solution 
of the difficulty. Now‘it looks as if the old 
question of interference may have to be 
revived, and that atatime which is less 
opportune than ever it waa before. Turkey 
has shown her bona fides. She has shown 
a desire to travel on the path of progress 
and enlightenment, she has shown herself 
willing te grant equal rights to all the 
various peoples and religions within her 
borders, and she has:made some advance 
towards constitutional government. Just 
as the new regime is emerging 
from trials which placed it in a 
perilous state, and just:as the experiment is 
beginning to justify itself, it is suddenly 
be set with new dangers which not only 
imperil the success of the attempt to govern 
the country constitutionally but suggest the 
intervention of foreigh Powers which may 
again disturb the peace!«f Europe. 

We have seen Turkey undergo what was 
practically a bloodless revolution. We have 
seen other smaller States attempt to tike 
advantage 0: the situation by which Turkey 
has to devote all her energies to internal 
affairs by endeavouring to‘ improve their 
own fpos.tions, and we have seon how 
Austria brought Europe to the brink of war 
by violating the ‘l'reaty of Berlin and annex- 
ing two provinces which were given her to 
police. Having passed'through that period 
of anxiety to a satisfactory conclusion, it is, 
to say the least, decidedly unfortunate that 
the whole question should practicil'y be 
reopened by the events of the past week in 
Turkey and in its Asiatic province of 
Armenia. The revolt is not particularly 
easy for outsiders to understand. It appears 
to be largely an acute divergence of opinion 
between political theorists, but as their 
methods of settling differences do not 
belong to the school of pea: eful persus+sion, 
the result is civil war. | Ainid all the strite 
aud turmoil one feature'stands out clear; itis 
the non-iuterference of the Sultan. From a 
despotic autocrat he has apparently passed 
into the most harmless ‘coustitutional ruler, 
little better than a figurehead. Ministers 
are changed, but notjby the Sultan. All 
power seems to be lodged in the hands of 
the Committee of Union and Progress. 
Whether they can maintain their position 
remains doubtful in ‘the light of recent 
telegrams, but the change, following the 
appointment of a new, Cabinet. cannot be 
very serious as the new Grand Vizier was a 
member of the previous administration. 
What is perhaps more serious is the outbreak 
of the mussacres of] Armenians. These 
people, who are not unlike the Jews in that 
they have preserved their racial individuality 
and their religious individuality, perhaps 
enjoy as great freedom under Ottoman rule 
as under the sway ofa nominal Christian 
power, but it frequently happens that 
fanatical outbreaks, for;which both Moslems 
and Armenians have béen to blame, disturb 
the peace of the land and help to callattention 
to Turkish misrule. hat-ver justification 
there might have beeh for this in the past 
there can be little doubt that Turkey should 
be given full opportunity to work out her 
own salvation. The ‘Jossihili-y of sucess is 
by no means remote, as isevideut from the fact 
that all sections in the country have formed 
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into an association, irrespective 
of race and religion, to protect the Father- 
land, and with the hands of the gavernment _ 
strengthened there should be little fear that 
steps will be taken to suppress these outbursts 
of sectarian feeling in the outlying provinces 
of the Empire. Admittedly therd ara many 
‘obstacles in the way of a healthy‘regenera- * 
tian of Turkey, but the past year indicates 
that that achievement is not improbable ; 
and when we remember that it has taken 
centuries and streams of blood to free the 
advanced nations of Evrope from the 
Oppression of tyranny we shall not expect 
Turkey, which is not much beyond thea 

of the Middle Ages, to skip over ‘the period 
necessary for its historical development. 
THE FLOGGING OF CRIMINALS, 

++ 
(Daily Press, April 21st.) 

We drew attention about a month ago to 
comments in two of our Japan contempor- 
aries deprecating the punisbing of ‘criminals 
by flogging in Hongkong. It was remarked 
by the Japdn Mail that the practice « goes 
on without interruption ” in the Colony—an 
observation which might give to the readers 
bt our contemporary in Japan the idea that 
our Judges habitually order this form of 
punishment, while, as a matter of fact, they 
do so but very rarely indeed. We are 
reminded of these comments now by noticing 
in our Indian contemporaries the report of 
p d:scussion which has recently takeu place 
x the Legislative Council at Calouita on a 

ill to amend the Whipping Act in the 
direction of mitigating the severity of the 
puoi-hment. It would apparently bs cor- 
rect to speak of the flogging of criminals 
as a “practice” in Iudia, and it is noteworth 
that the Indian meinbers .of the Council 
spoke strongly against the Government 
measure t> limit tha powers of the Courts 
1n this direction. ‘ Giving way too much 
to sentimental objections” were the words 
used by Mr. Dapasnoy, while the Nawaz 
or Decca urged that the hands of the 
magistracy ought to be strengthened rather 
than crippled and he desired to record his 
“humble protest at the way this piece of 
lexislation has been virtually forced upon 
the Government at the instance of irres. 
ponsibe members of the ultra-Radical 
pa:ty im the House of Commons.” Mr. 
Dapasuoy, while prcclaiming ' that his 
personal feelings were against any system of 
corporal punishment, said experience com- 
pelled bim to recognise that the present law 
had a deterrent and wholesome effect on 
old and habitual offenders and a decidedly 
deterrent effect on juvenile offenders. Our 
Yokohama contemporary when referring to 
the subject of flogging said English cri- - 
minals are no longer flogged. That ‘is not, we 
believe, a-strictly accurate statement, for the 
Judges still have the power to order whip- 
pings and they exercise it when the 
circumstances of a case appear to them to 
warrantit. There is novery marked distinc. 
tion between the practice in Hongkong in 
this matter and the’ practice at Home, 
though it is quite possible the percentage of 
cases in which floggings are ordered here is 
higher than the percentage in Great Britain. 
We notice that when Mr. DapaBnoy was . 
referring toa comparison of this kind in 
the course of his speech in the Indian © 
Legislative Council he remarked: “It 
would hardly be correct to compare England 
with India, where there is not much of 
healthy publicopinion a d social refinement, 
both being confined to the e lucated classes 
and professions.” May not very'much the 
same be said of the comparison) between 
Hongkong aud England? IfaJudgeofan _ 
Assize Court in England were bo be con- 
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fronted with a long calendar entirely made 
up of cases of armed robbery, such as Sir 
Francis Piacorr had before him ‘at 
the February Assizes here, we can 
hardly doubt that he would have taken 
much the same view of the punishment heat 
calculated to benefit the individual and to 
protect society. Criminals of this type 
cannot be enid to have a self-respect that is 
_ outraged by the infliction of a flogging. 
One of the “general principles’? by which 
the Government of India were guided in 
amending the Whipping Act. was that “whip- 
_ ping is peculiarly suited to brutal, cruel and 
’ gordid offences involving personal violence.” 
The Government regard whipping as an 
unnecessary punish ment for offences that. are 
not of anactiveand daring character, andthe 
lay down that it is not to be inflicted when it 
is likely to outrage self-respect. These sre 
intelligible principles, aud if they are new 
to India, it cannot be said that they are new 
to Hongkong. For our Yokohama contem- 
orary to suggest that there is no distincti m 
in this matter between the practice of the 
Chinese Courts and the Courts of Hougkong 
is too gratuitous to call for serious notice. 
To say, forsoothb, that because our Hong- 
kong Courts recently inflicted the punish- 
ment of flogging on seven desperadues con- 
victed of armed robberies, that, therefore, 
we have no right to preach reform to the 
Chinese: no right to attack them on the 
ground that their laws are bad and their 
judiciary worse, is theireductio ad absurdam. 


AN AMERICAN PACIFIC FLEET. 
(Daily Press, April 22nd.) 

When the United States Minister of the 
Navy publicly urges the maintenance of a 
first-class Battleship Fleet in the Pacific as 

well as in the Atlantic, as REoTER informs 
us that Mr, Meyer has done at Boston, we 
may be quite sure that we shall not have 
many years to wait before the proposal 
begins to take practical shape. Evidence 
has not been wanting of late that the idea 
has been very much in the minis of the 
naval authorities in the United States, and 
that it has become a definite object of 
ambition with the naval men to have a 
Pacific fleet which, in the words of Admiral 
Sperry will be .“‘ powerful enough to defy 
every nation.’’ The plea of President Tarr 
in hig inaugural address for a “strong navy” 


is fresh in the memory of our readers. “A 
modern navy” he said, “cannot be 
improvised. It must be built and in 


existence when the emergency arises which 
calls for its use and operation. My dis- 
tinguished predecessor has in many speeches 
and Messages set out wilh great-force and 
striking language the necessity for maintain- 
ing a strong vavy, commensurate with the 
coastline, the Governmental resources, and 
the foreign trade of our nation ; and I, wish 
to reiterate all the reasons which he has 
presented in favour of the policy of main- 
taining a strong navy as the best conservator 
of our peace’ with other nations, and the 


——_— 


best means of securing respect for the} 


assertion of our rights, the defence of 
ur interests, and the exercise of 
our influence in international matters.” 
For the present, however, the stationing 
af a first-class battleship fleet in the Pacific 
ig but an aspiration, as the naval experts of 
the United States are strongly opposed to 
the division of the present fleet into At. 
lantic and Pacific squadrons. They consider 
that a bigger American navy is necessary 
before the proposal is practicable, and. 
moreover, that adequate accommodation for 
a fleet an essential preliminary requisite. 
The “Great White Fleet” which has 
recently circumnayigated the globe has to 
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be located at Norfolk. “We have not 
room in New York, nor Boston, nor in 
Charleston, nor in San Francisco for our 
fig hting ships to stund,” Admiral Sperry is 
re ported to have said, and he added: “‘ That 
is because Congress, in its superlative 
wisdom, has not seen fit to provide the 
Navy with the accommodations that I think 


are needed.” Admiral SPErRy’s agpirations 
are for a fleet which will excel the British 
Navy. According to the report of the inter- 
view from which we have already quoted the 
gallant Admiral expressed himself in these 
terms: “This nation will be a secure and 


peaceful nation when we have a large navy, 


when we excel Great Britain in numbers, 
vans, sailors and ships. Until that time 


comes we shall be in constant danger.” 


What is the danger, it may be asked, in 
which the United States is assumed to 
stand? No-conflict with Great Britain is 
suggested as within the range of possibilitirs, 
Is there fear of Tejeseeel cake alone No, 
Admiral Sperry is credited with having 
said: “Japan could not now do us any barm, 
even if she desired to dg so. She has not 
any fighting force. Shd is not building 
any new battleships.” Yet in almost the 
verv next breath the Admiral is represent :d 
to have said: ‘ Suppose there should come 
«conflict to-morrow.’ Hlow futile would le 
our efforts to protect Hawaii or the 
Philippines—that is foy the moment. I 
think that Congress should realise our 
position in this respect) We do not care 
for war but one never knows.” And again: 
“The safest way to permament peace is to be 
in possession or a big jcommanding navv, 
not a threatening one, se one that could 
vo out and make the jothers run like a 
acared wolf if there was occasion.” Thi- 
seems to ua to far exceed!President Tarr’s 
idev of a “strong navy commeneurate with 
the coastline, the Governinent resources and 
the fureign trade of our nation.” America’s 
length of coastline, though it amounts to no 
less than 13,000 miles,icannot be said to 
need a navy which will excel the British in 
guns, sailors and ships. Nor can such 
an ambitious idea be considered as com- 
mensurate with the ‘resources of the 
United States Government, nor again does 
America’s * foreign trade justify such an 
amazing programme of naval expansion. 
But America is a young nation, and in 
the matter of naval protection, as we ar> so 
often reminded, it is necessary to take long 
views. The prospect js not an attractive 
one. With America and Germany going in 
for navies which are fo excel the Eritish, 
and with Great Britain resolved on a two- 
Power standard to maintain her naval 
supremacy can we gay) that the. world is 
increasingly asaured of the permaneuce of 
peace which all are professedly aiming fo 
secure? We think not. This game of 
“beggar my neighbour’'| means panic rather 
than peace, 


CHINESE IBANKS, 
—»_—_— 
(Daily Presg, Abril 23rd.) 

That the Chinese as a people are perfe*tly 
well able to understand that the general 
unwillingness of foreign banks, and foreign- 
ners generally, to have|any more than the 
most infinitesimal dealings in native bank 
notes professing to be “ pavable on demand,” 
does not. proceed frdm any indisposition to 
use ‘Chinese’? money, but is a phase of 
that general principle of confidence, which 
is at the bottom of every mercantile trans- 
action beyond mere’ harter, it would be an 
unjust reflexion on their commercial ability 
to deny. But though, as a- people the 
Chinese are perfectly capable of recognising 
those universally accepted principles of in- 


ternational finange, on which lone great ~ 
financial fabrics can| be erectedicapable of — 
commanding the confidence of ‘the world ; 
there are among them, as amongst every 
other people, individuals whose immediate 
interest it is to so lower the momentary. 
standard of security, that certain documents 
in which they are interested but; whose tace 
value does not come up to ‘the world 
standard, may be put onthe market at an 
enhanced price out of all proportion to 
their intrinsic value. The commercial world 
cares little or nothing as to the ownership 
of the money pissing through its hands 
provided that. the money be of the intrinsic 
value represented on its face, ot be imme- 
diately transferable into such. It troubles 
the Chinese merchant little whether the 
bill of exchange or bank note he receives in 
payments for his goods bear an| English or 
a Chinese name on its face, provided he feels 
certain that it will be paid in full at due date 
on presentation. The English merchant is 
equally indifferent; hiz sole anxiety being 
that if shall be met at due date, and his 
interest in the transaclion extinguished: 
The extinction of indebtedness is in both 
cases the object aimed at; if the Leung 
Kwang Provincial Mining Bank e.g. offered 
the same securities and facilities for the due 
payme:t of its obligations as, say, the 
Hongkong aud Shanghai Banking Corpora-° 
tion, and the accounts of each were equally 
open to the inspection of parties interested, 
it would bea matter of perfect indifference 
whether notes of the one or the other were 
tendered in extinction of an indebtedness. 
Now with all foreign banks of issue, before 
they obtain the privilege, ceriain very apecial 
formularies have to be complied with; and 
in most cases notes payable on .demand. re- 
quire certain deposits in hard coin or bullion 
to be placed insome government department, _ 
where thev are kept instantaneously ready 

in case suddenly called on, failure to 
pay a note on demand being legally an 
act of bankruptcy. Nothing at all similar _ 


occurs with regard to any Chinese 
bank, whether a bank of issue or 
not. No accounts accessible > the 
pvblic are rendered by any ‘Chinese 


bank with the exteption of the so-called, 
though not bv the Imperial Government ° 
itself recognised, “Imperial Bank of China”, . 
which is really a bank conducted on foreign 
lines. No statistics are given of the face 
value of notes outstanding, nor can at any 
moment even the roughest estimate be 
formed as to the amount of reserve at hand 
available for meeting notes and other bills 
“payable on demand.” The question then | 
becomes one, not of whether the money 
presumed to be represented by the note - 
issue be Chinese or’Foreign, but whether 
there be any money atall. Now, as we have. 
said above, the Chinese are perfectly aware 
of the fundamental law governing the value 
of securities, and no nation in: the world is - 
quicker in applying them in their own 
interest. The condition of the subsidiary _ 
edinage of China is a case point , the a 
exchangeable value of every silver or copper 
piece issued by every mint in the Empire is 


daily recorded in every shroffing officeinthe =" 


land, as well as how much each is affected 
by over-issue, or over alloy. Industries, 
auch as tha tramway lines, which of 
necessity have to accept payment in 
subsidiary coins, find themselves entirely in 
the power of these associations of shroffs, 
who make the exchange from day to day. 
There is little dquh' that by!arrangement | 
with the provincial mints they have been in 
the habit of fixing beforehand the rate at. 
which they were prepared to accept each 
issue of debased copper or silver. Even 
beyond this there are pretty plain indications 
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that they are in league with the numerous [| of China; and the run was kept up as Chi. 


bodies of coiners who infest the Empire. 
Unless with the aid of some such powerful 
body to place the forgeries on the market, 
it is hardly conceivable that any body of 
private coiners, however well equipped in 
other particulars, should be able to place 
their forgeries in appreciable quantities in the 
markets without being at once discovered. 
It is, in fact, scarcely posaible to take up a 
dollar’s worth of subsidiary coins in any 
locality, without discovering that one or 
more are absolute forgeries, and have never 
been issued from any of th regular mints. 
The provincial mints seater in the first- 
instance led the way in debasing the alloy, 


- aud barbarising the patterns, but public 


opinion always put some limit on both, and 
the worst specimens clearly point to their 
being the work of private coiners without 
such @ command of dies and implements as 
would be in the possession of the worst 
equipped official mint. 

Now with regard to the new issues 
of paper money, we see a very 
similar process of gradual deterioration 
already setting in. Many of the notes have 
been issued by the Provincial Governments, 
and if issued under proper safeguards and 
regulations, and subject to half-yearly, or 
even annual audit, by a regularly constitut- 
ed board of audit would effect a very con- 
siderable economy in the annual expenses of 
the province, besides acting as a convenient 
aud useful medium of exchange. But this’ 
is exactly what under present conditions the 
provinces will never of themselves do. Ex. 
perience of Peking and Peking ways has 
long impressed on the Provinci il authorities 
the absolute necessity of concealing all their 
accounts from the too prying eyes of the 
Metropolis, and the mere change from 
sycee to bank notes, however convenient it 
may be from a Provincial point of view, docs 
not remove the inconveniences of laying 
open provincial secrets to metropolitan pry- 
ings, made, as till the other day they 
invariably were, with the sole object of 
extracting further irregular fees, Now it is 
noteworthy that the first issues of these new 
notes are in each case instances of very 
elaborate and careful engraving, and bear 
the mark of a carefully worked-outécheme, 
-and we have no doubt whatever have been 
issued by the Provincial authorities in per- 
fect good faith ; but here the weak point of 

_ the present administrative system comesout. 
So long as the Viceroy, or the high official 
in charge of the issue is in a position to 
personally superintend the iasue, affairs will 
Probably go on all right; but incessant 
change is the watchword of the Chinese 
official system, and no sooner does a high 

- official become thoroughly conversant with 
the details of his office than he is incontin- 
ently transferred to some other, possibly 
distant, part of the Empire, where all his 
former experience is thrown away, aud an- 
other, entirely unskilled, is sent to take up 
‘his post. The result, as far at least as the 
financial concerns of the office are concerned, 
is that helplessly these drift into the banda 
of unskilled underlings, whose main object 
is to exploit the situation to the greatest 
personal advantage ; and the precautionary 
rales of the original contriver of the 8ys- 
tem are thrown to the winds. Up to the 
present the notes issued have been paid on 
‘presentation, but that proves nothing as to 
the stability of the issuing bank, as no time 
of stress has as yet come. The Chinese 
themselves some three years ago took it 
into their head in their sheep-following- 
sheep sort of way to institute a run on their 
own foreign managed bank, which enjoys 
the privilege, for what itis worth, of being 
permitted to call itself the Imperial Bank 


nese in a panic only can do, for two days. 
There was here an object! lesyon which Chi- 
nese men of business, had they taken thought 
of the matter, had no exouse for not as- 
similating. The position’ of the bank was 
known to be sound, its accounts having been 
regularly kept and properly audited; and 
the other Banks, in consideration of this, 
permitted it to draw fre hy on them for the 
moment till the rush was over, so that for 
all the foolish panic, whi¢h is the great dan- 
ger in such & case, ne one was a dollar the 
Worse, except that the people who withdrew 
their: money had trouble in replacing it 
again. Now, suppose even the Provincial 
Bank~ of Kiangsu, which is at the moment 
undoubtedly sound, were to have to undergo 
such a trial of its stability, would it be able 
to look for equally ready accommodation Pp 
The Foreign Banks who would have to 
go through certain formularies in making a 
loan would hardly be ablé on the spur of the 
moment, to provide the funds, for such a 
thing must be doné instantly to be of service, 
and the native banks ‘could! hardly on the 
spur of the moment put up the required 
sycee, 80 notwithstanding the perfect sound- 
ness of the Bank, it would momentarily 
have to ask the note-holders to wait,—perhaps 
only a day, or even a few hours. Now with 
aforeign bank such a thing would con- 
stitute an act of bankruptey, and’ would 
possibly entail an entire winding up of the 
whole concern, besides exciting a local com- 
mercial crash. I 

In case of the Chinese bank, the eventual 
consequences to the individual holders might 
possibly not be so great, but public con. 
fidence would, under the bést of circum. 
stances, have received a severe blow, from 
which it might take months to recover. The 
monetary position in Chinajat the close of 
the last year was one of intense strain, and 
had such an additional blow as the failure 
of a large bank of issue come to intensify 
the situation, there is no gayiog what a 
financial crash would have c 
question then for jall to consider in this 
matter of currency, is not, whose mouey is 
supplying the needful circulating medium ? 
which is a matter of little or no consequence 
to any one; but is there the] money at all ? 
Our Chinese frieuds are pre-eminently men 
of business, and if they will only think over 
these things, and ponder them well, they 
will sea that not only in this question of 
bank notes, but in many other affairs where 
they have permitted the professional agitator 
to lead them off the track, they have been 
following but the ghost of a shadow. China 
for the Chinese may seem a very plausible 
cry; but carried to its logipal issue it will 
be found to result in nothing but the 
exhausted leavings falling 1 their lot. 


A NEW CHINESH PORT. 
(Daily Press, April 24th.) 
With all the pomp and circumstance that 
a heavy downpour of rain! would permit, 


Heungchow, situated less than five miles. 


from Macao, was on Thursday opened by 
the Viceroy of Canton as a commercial port. 
Heungchow, at the present fimo is a desert 
waste, with hardly a hut to be seen; but 
the fact that, in spite of the heavy rains, 
some thousands of persons from the neigh- 
bouring districts attended t e inauguration 
ceremony is a sufficient indication of the 
widespread interest of the| Chinese in the 
project. Especially noteworthy was the 
presence of the Viceroy. The project, how- 
ever, is not a conception jof the. official 
brain. For years past. the/idea has been 
maturing in the minds of Chinese mer- 
chants interested in the trade which is car- 


- 


ried on between Macao aud San Francisco 
and we understand that the Syndicate which 

has the scheme in hand is composed mostly — 
of Chinese merchants who have “made their - 
ile” in San Franciseo, and returned to - 

spend the remainder af thoir days inthe ~ 
district of Heungshan.| The new port of 
Heungchow is admitted! y intended to draw 
away a trade which has long ‘been enjoyed. 
by Macao, and it is stated that the new port 
Will have among its first residents some of 
the salt-fish merchants,who have long been 
carrying on business in the Portuguese 
Colony. People who suffered by the floods 
in the West River districts are algo to be 
offered inducements to settle there,-but as _ 
these people are mostly agriculturists, and 
the site of the new city of Heungchow is an — 
unrelieved stretch of sand-dunes, there does 

ngt seem to be any alluring prospecta for 
tillers of the soil: Fartherinland thecountry 
is/fertile ; butit is also fairly well populated, 
Within a radius of three miles of Heung. - - 
chow there is a population of 5,000 or 6,000 
potent and we may assume that for the 


esent there are as many agricultural 
labourers there as are needed. If wa 
say that it would be difficalt to find 
in the neighbourhood of the Canton 
Delta a more unpromising site than 

jeungchow for tho | development of a 
gyeat seaport town, we may posdibly be 
asked whether something very similar was 
not said of Hongkong when the British took 
possession of it. That is true enough, and. 
; doubt, the founders of the port of” 
eungchow are encouraged by their know- 
ledge of the fact that’ the magic wand of 
commerce transformed a barren Fock at 
Hongkong, and a mudflat at Shanghai into 
eeaports of commanding importance in the 
world within a period of, less than fifty 
years. ber ss 
An essential requisite of a thriving 
vp a good harbour. Heungchow 


0 


would make an admirable seaside resort, but 
while the smallest of the shallow-draught 
steamers which ply between Hongkong, 
Canton and Macao are| unable to approach 
within a mile of the shore at Heungchow, 
tlle development of the place is not likely to 
be rapid. We understand, however, that 
the Syndicate has strong financial backing 
and that the necessity for deepening the bay 
has not been overlooked in their scheme. 
Railway connection, presumably with Canton 
agd other-cities iuland, js also contemplated. 
Time alone will prove whether the builders 
of the new city are likely to realise the 
hopes they now entertain. It does rot 
appear that Heungchaw is to be opened to | 
fgreign residence, though the place is to be . 
governed much in the same way ag is the 
‘loreign Commercial Settlement at:Tsinan, 
the capital of Shantung, which was-the first 
city in the Chinese Empire to be voluntar- 
ily opened by the Government of China— 
that is to say Heungchow is toi have a 
unicipal Council on | foreign lines and a 
unicipal police force; And in order that 
if may the more succegsfully compete.with 
Macao, it is to be made a free port, so the 
rumour goes, The ‘wish is doubtless. 
father to the thought. | As soon asa foreign 
trade begins to develop at Heungehow, the. 
Imperial Maritime Customs will be expect- 
ed to establish a station there; aod any 
failure on the part of the Customs authori- 
ties to do go is certain to evoke a strong 
protest from the Diplomatic Corps in 
eking. We cannot doubt that ‘a deter. 
mined attempt to divert the trade of Macao - 
ig intended, and itis very doubtful whether 
ig is in the power [of the Portuguese 
authorities now to prevent it. The! respon- 
bility ‘rests not so mueh with the Colonial . 
authorities as with successive Govdinments - 
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authorities to spend their surplus revenue 
on the dredging of the harbour aud other 
public improvements which would have 
enabled the Colony to maintain something 
of its old prestige as a centre of trade and 
commerce, Lisbon has squeezed it to the 
uttermost. The Colony now exists largely 
by reason of the facilities it gives for 
gambling. ‘Highty-five per cent of the 
Colonial Revenue is now derived from the 
opium and gambling monopolies. Recent 
events threaten the Government with the 
loss of itsopium revenue, which hasamounted 
to $334,000 per annum, and asa result of 
the depressed condition of trade the gambl- 
ing monopolies are not yielding half what 
they formerly contributed to the Colonial 
coffers. Some of the lotteries have recently 
been obliged to stop, and the inference is 
that the Macao Government may have to 
‘look for an increasing proportion of its 
revenue in future from new taxation. The 
outery made by the Chinese at Macao less 
than a couple of years ago. when something 
of the kind was suggested, will be remem- 
bered, and any suggestion of that nature now 
would give an ddditional filip to the new 
enterprise at Heungchow. 


RANDOM REFLECTIONS, 


If a merry heart doeth good like a medicine 
Hongkongites ought to feel particularly well 
these days. They have laughed as they never 
latghed before at the comedy provided by the 
‘Ward Comedy Company, and nobody can leave 
the theatre at present feeling gloomy or 
unhappy. Mr. Ward deserves well of us, and 
so does the charming Miss Palotta. 

: 


«” & 

Coupled with the boom of merriment which 
is now with us, we are enjoying beautiful 
weather, which ought to make us feel glad to 
be alive. April has not shown its terrors in 
muggy days and clammy nights. and for this 
weare thankful. g 

*” & 

Still we are conscious that summer is not far 
off. Already some folks are talking of bathing 
parties and with the lighter clothing being 
donned we may paraphrase the well-known lines: 

Summer suits are showing 
On the land and ie 
* 


* 

And so Dr. Wilder, the genial, the humorous, 
has taken his departure from our shores on a 
holiday from which he may notreturn. America 
never her interests in better hands here than 
in the person of the worthy doctor who added to 
the virtues of his countrymen that of modesty, 
He left the colony very quietly but before he 
went he was entertained by the Chinese com- 
munity and also received the good wishes of the 
American community who showed their appre- 
ciation by presenting him with a massive tea and 
coffee service, standing on a silver tray. The 
words of the Jacobite song express our feelings : 

Better lo’ed ye canna be 
Will ye no’ come back again ? 
* 
a x 

What did Mr. Hooper mean when he said at 
the Sanitary Board that the Colony would be 
pleased to provide cemeteries for all denomina- 
tions? Did he mean that the colony would be 
pleased to offer facilities for dying, or did he 
mean that we would be pleased to bury certain 
folks? Cemeteries and pleasure are not always 
associated, and I must confess that I prefer to 
keep as far away from burying places as I pos- 
sibly can, even though they may look beautiful. 
Perhaps he was joking, but I hardly suspect 
him of treating such a grave subject lightly. 

* 


*” & 
The Chinese members of the Sanitary Board 
are not without a sense of humour. Mr. Lau Chu 
Pak doubtless evoked a smile when he referred 
to the British-born Chinese, the British natura- 
lised, the Christian converted, and the Eurasian 
Chinese as having been -admitted to the 
European paradise on earth,and he thought it 
poarcely fair to debar them from using’ the 
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aa 


the European pardise in heaven. The 
“ nassage " was burial in the Colonial Cemetery. 
ounds sarcastic, doesn't it! 


* 
No wonder Mark Twain said the English were | 


mentioned in the Bible. /The particular text, 
as we all know, reads: “ Blessed are the meek 
for they shall inherit the earth.” Perhaps the 
latest instance of this meekness is to be found 
in a recent editorial in the Penang Gazette: 
Writing on the subject of the railway being 
extended to Penang .Hill the writer says: 
‘Doubtless they (the Singapore contemporaries) 
will lend the weight of their influence to a 
scheme which would make the Hill more 
accessible and enable it to/become what nature 
intended it to be: asanitorium for the European 
inhabitants not only of this|settlement but of the 
wiole Peninsula.” It might be considered futile 
to question a statement made by a gentleman 
who has such a close acquaintance with natur 
that he acts as her spokesmen, but if I wers 
inclined to be critical J] should express the 
belief that nature might ppssibly have thought 
more of the original inhabitants than the 
European settler. Still, ohe never knows. 


: * 
I quite understand the writer's point of view. 
It is similar to that held} by -people here who 
believe that the Peak was intended by nature as 
a reservation for Europeans, mostly English. | 
* 


* 

If I don't say anything nice myself about the 
Scot, I am glad to pasg on the compliments 
paid him by others, and sqI take the following 
from the Singapore Press Kree. (It will please the 
Caledonian better than anything I could writes) : 
“The tendency of the Scof to rise to high office 
at home and abroad has received yet one more 
illustration in this Colony, Not only have wea 
Scottish Governor and |a Scottish Acting- 
Governor-and Colonial ,S¢cretary, but we are to 
have amongst us presently|a new Scottish Bishop 
of Singapore. This big ecclesiastical gun is 
a skilled rifle shot, although he has never been 
a Canon. He will be wdleomed -here by the 
members of the Singapore Volunteer Rifle 
Association and it will be|a new stimulus to the 
annual Interport match if we can present as our 
top scorer, the Bishop of Singapore, 34, 35, 34,— 
103. No more congenial sphere could be found 
for the Right Reverenfl gentlemen’s social 
activities than in acting as Honorary Secretary 
to the Ladies’ Rifle Club} Let us express our 
conviction that Bishop Ferguson Davie, with 
that fine manly training he has had on the rifle 
range amongst tho good fellows of the Punjab, 
will. in and out of his sacred office, score a bull 
every time.” 


Foreign firms in Yokohama are -exercised 
over a proposed curtailment of the tiffin interval. 
It appears the employees enjoy two hours for 
their midday meal, and jnow somebody comes 
along with the suggestion that one hour is 
sufficient. It looks on the face of it absurd to 
allow two hours for tiffin, but a writer in a 
Yokohama paper disapproves of the pro- 
posal because it is doubtful if the em- 
ployees would he allow leave business 
one hour earlier, anfl because “ 
hour interval strictly 
cient for those who have fo journey to and from 
the Bluff. It is a distinct aid to health: to 
walk up and down the|hill and take one’s 
nourishment in comfortatle time. To rush the 
journey and swallow one’s food in a hurry has 
just the contrary effect.” 

* 


* "5 ; 

I am not quite sure where the Bluff is, or 
whether it is a bluff, but [ like the argument. 
It couldn't of course be dpplied to Hongkong, 
for no one would dream of walking up the Peak. 

* 


«|x 
Which reminds me,|of a remark made 
to me that the Rev. H. Hickling had 
word to say yesterday, “regarding 
the doings of the young men who come to 
the East.” ‘They are ashamed” he said,” to 
take soft drinks, and must saturate themselves 
with champagne.” I am afraid the reverend 
gentlemen doesn’t know the cost of champagne. 
RIODERICE RaNpDoM.' 
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Manila papers are ¢omplaining that the 
hemp industry is badly] crippled, the present 
price of 11 pesos per 197$lbs being 30 pesos 
less than threeyears ago. | — 


third by Mrs. M 


The Gazette announces the return to the 
Colony of Mr. A. W.| Brewin and/his resump- 
tion of the duties of registrar-gone : 


A fire of $500 wag imposed ona Chinaman — 
employed on the 8.8. Amrg- at the Magi 
on Apl. 19 for having been found with & quantity 
of opium in his possession, | 

At the Magistracy on April 22nd Mr, Kemp 
sentenced a Chinese] to six months’ imprison- 
ment for having broken into a store and stolen 
goods tothe valua of $600. He was not given 
the stocks as he had] assisted the police in the 


recovery of the property. 


We observe that notices printed in four 
languages—Chinese, |two Indian lan, and 
#nglish—are now posted throughout the Colony 
requesting the public|not to spit oa the sidewalks. 
“Please do not spit” is the heading which 
arrests the attention |on the notice in English. 


A special meeting of the Sanitary Board 
was held on Apl. 20 for the purpose of consider- 
ing the question of declaring No. 12 shed of the 
Dairy Farm Company's premises at Sassoon’s 
Villas, Pokfulam ad, to be infected with 
rinderdest. The necessary motion was carried. 


Last week there were seven cases of plague 
notified in the Colony, none of which occurred 
in the city of Victoria. Six of the cases were 
fatal. One case was notified from Kowloon 
City yesterday. This brings up the total num- 
ber of cases for the lyear to 34. | Twenty-eight. 
of them have been fatal. : 

Subscriptions are |solicited from past and pre- 
sent pupils of Central. Schooland its successor, 
Queen's College,towards a fund to provide a memo- 
rial to Dr. Bateson Wright, who has just retired 
from the head-mastership. Mr. Lau Chu Pak 
and Mr, Ho Kom!Tong are undertaking the 
preliminary work in}connection with the appeal. 


Mr. G. seine manager of ‘Melchers & 
Co., left Hongkongjon Apl. 22 for Australia by 
the Prinz Sigismund. Prior +o his departure he 
was entertained to a farewell dinner by the mem- 
bers of the Club Germania. Mr. Friesland was 
accompanied by his father, a professor of 
philology who has been spending a holiday in 
the Kast. | - : : 

A house boy in the service of the Hon. Mr. 
Pollock at his residence 18 Plantation Road, 
Peak, was on Apl.23 at the Magistracy fined 
$202 for illegal possession of large quantities 
of opium. ‘The excise authorities learned that 
the defendant was 8 ling opium, and on visiting 
the house they searghed the pantry and found 
a large quantity of opium. 

Another ‘aatancalot the daring of the Chinese _ 
thief has come to light. The Public Works | 
Department have rdcently erected an iron rail- . 
ing at the eastern jénd of Kennedy Road and 
during the past fortnight the greater portion 
of the,lower rails have been taken away. The 
matter was reported to the police last week and 
since then another [batch of railings has been 


removed. 


The prizes in the|Nelson Essay Competition 
at the Kowloon School have been awarded as 
follows:—1st, E. Taylor; 2nd, T. Boutinon; 3rd; 
jcompetition was held as a 
| on Nelson given by Lieut. 
Davies, R.N. who presented the first prize) at 
the school a fortnight ago. The second prize 
was presented by Lieut. Duke ‘R.N., and the 


dance was held in the; R.E. 
theatre Wellington Barracks on Friday night to 
wind up the season.| On this occasion the guests 
‘of the Club at former dances were the hosts.” 
The theatre was tastefully decorated, the floor in 
good condition and the musicians in splendid 
form. The evening was nice and cool and with 
everything so favo 
of the evening was 
The com 


A. very enjoyabl 
| 
t 
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A native who was arrested with a quantity of 
opium in his possession was fined $250 by Mr. 
F. A. Hazeland at the Magistracy,on April 16. 


His Excellency the Governor has been 
pleased to appoint Mr. E. D. C. Wolfe to be a 


deputy registrar of marriages with effect from 
the 8th instant. 


At the annual meeting of the Y.M.C.A., 
Literary and Debating Society officers for the 
ensuing year were electedas follows: President, 
Capt. A. Baker; Vice-Presidents, Mr. E. B. 
Cubsy and (apt. F. A. Brown; Secretary, Mr. 
P. Currie; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. R. Taylor : 
Committee, Wr. W. H. Emberley and Mr. W. 
J. Troakes. 


- A successful smoking concert was held 
at the Institution of Engineers and Ship- 
builders on the 17th inst. An enjoyable 
programme was sustained by the following:— 
Messrs. E. B. Ayris, F. T. Chapple, J. D. Auld, 
J. Cobb, C. C. Hill. W. C. Worcester, F. G. 
Carroll, J. P. Jordan, Lt. Crosse, BR.G.A., 
Capt. Beasley, R.G.A., F. C. Barlow and G. 
Grimble. 


At the Magistracy on the 17th inst. Mr. F. A. 
Hazeland passed sentence on Louis Comar. 
licensee of the Cosmopolitan Hotel, for supply- 
ing intoxicating liquor to a person under the 
influence of liquor. His Worship took into 
consideration the fact that the offence was 
practically non-existent in the Colony, and 
decided to deal leniently with the defendant. 
He imposed a fine of $25. 


We regret to learn that Sir Paul Chater met 
with an accident on Thursday which may. confine 
him to his house for a fewdays. Sir Paul was 
getting out of his chair to enter his office when 
a rickshaw came into collision with the chair 
and Sir Panl was thrown violently to the ground 
sustaining rather severe injury to one of his 
knees, which was badly cut. 


On Saturday the Peak tram service had to be 
stopped for little over a couple of hours at mid- 
day as it was found that two or three strands 
in the cable had given way. It had been 
intended to change the cable during Saturday 
night, and the new cable had been carried down 
alongside the track in readiness. A careful 
watch was being kept on the cable in use on 
Saturday morning, with the result that Mr. 
Buyers, the Superintendent, deemed it necessary 
to interrupt the servico and change the cable 
at once. 


A number of thefts from verandahs have re- 
cently taken place at Kowloon, and on Apl. 19. 
Inspector Langley placed a native before Mr. 
Kemp charged with stealing a bassinette from 
the house occupied by Mrs. Mason in Nathan 
Road, a bicycle from the house tenanted by 
Sergt. Ford of the Buffs in Austin Avenue, and 
a chair from Gunner Day's house in Humphreys 
Avenue. The police canght him as he was com- 
ing away with the bicycle and he confessed 
that he took the other articles. He was 
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment and four 
hours’ exposure in the stocks. 


Dr. Bateson Wright, late Head Master of 
Queen’s College, in a farewell letter which is 
published in the College magazine says:—“I had 
purposed returning to Hongkong for a further 
short spell, but at the last moment this was 
rendered impossible by unexpected developments 
after an operation at Christmas tide for cutting 
out a stone imbedded in the kidney and impinge- 
ing on the spine. This stone had been causing 
me trouble for eight years or more, the last 
public occasion on which it proved itself in- 
tolerably obnoxious being the Prize Distribu- 
tion of 1908 shortly before my return to 
England.” 

A coolie charged with being in the unlaw- 
fal possession of a cigarette case inscribed 
“presented to Mr. C.S. Wade by his colleagues 
at Dick, Kerr and Co., Preston’ was brought 
before Mr. Kemp at the Magistracyjon Apl. 21. 
Mrs. R.D. Watt, Quarry Bay, stated that Mr. 
Wade went to Japan on the 26th December 
last and aday or two before he left he mentioned 


that he had lost his cigarette case which had 


apparently fallen out of this pocket on the 
22nd December. She identified the cigarette 
case as the one which belonged to him. The 
.codlie was discharged and the case ordered to 
be restored to its owner. 


| 
CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Mr. C. G. Alabaster, barrister-at-law, who 
during recent years has | been Secretary of the 
China Association in London, arrived in the 
Colony on Saturday, haying come out by the 
P. and O. steamer Somali. Mr. Alabaster has 
come out to practise in the Colony as a barris- 
ter. ; 

Mr. Gardiner applied! for the re-hearing of 
the case in which Maurice Bon was last week 
sentenced to two months’ hard labour for the 
larceny of $500 as bailee, the moneys of Dora 
Jackson, Three witnesses were called, one of 
whom declared that shp was in the rooms 
ocenpied by the prosecutrix Dora Jackson and 
heard her say that sho Jent the money to Bon 
three months ago, and when witness asked her 
why she swore in court that she gave him the 
money to get a draft for her, she replied that she 
was thinking of something else when she made 
that statement in court. The hearing, was 
adjourned, 

A bogus exciseman who attempted to take 
advantage of a countityman was at the 
Magistracy on Ayl. 21 sentenced to three months’ 
imprisonment. It appears he stopped his 
victim while on his way fo the Canton steamer 
and ‘pretending to be an axcise officer proceeded 
to search theman. Pretending to be suspicions 
that the man’s purse was rather heavy he took 
it away, and as he did npt return with it, lis 
victim reported the matter to the police. The 
purse was heavy because it contained ten dollars 
in twenty cent pieces. The prisoner had form- 
erly been an excise officer| \ 

Dr. Wilder, the ConsultGeneral of the United 
States at Hongkong took passage for Japan by 
the Wakamatsu Maru. Dr. Wilder is making 
a short stay in Japan |before proceeding to 
America. He goes on furlough with the best 
wishes of the whole community, for it can safely 
be said that the United|States has never had 
in its service in the Far East a man who both 
as an Official and as a private citizen has been bo 
highly respected and estdemed as Dr. Wilder. 
Mr. Stuart Fuller, the Wice-Consul, will haye 
charge of the Consulate during his Chief's 
absence, 

Among the pasengersj{arrived by the S. 8. 
Minnesota from Manild is Mer J. Barlin, 
Catholic Bishop of Nieye Caceres, Philippihe 
Islands,accompanied by ev. Fathors J. Ope and 
P, Pajarillo, two parish priestsof his Diocese, and 
Father 8. Sancho, his priyata Secretary, and the 
Dominican Fathers M. Alonso, F. Garciaand U. 
Herrero. All are guests of the Spanish Domini- 
can Procuration in “ Glenseskin.” Mgr Barlin 
will remain here until he recovers from the 
serious sickness he suffered during last month 
and afterwards he will aye! to Rome and Jern- 
salem accompanied by his'Secretary and Father 
M. Alonso, Doctor of S¢, Thomas’ University 

* { 
of Manila, : 


BATHING FATALITY. 


SOLDIER DROWNED. ; 
Though bathing is so general in Hongkong 
the pastime is happily attended with a compara- 
tive immunity from fatality, but though the 
present season has only just commenced it has 
already claimed one victim, a British soldier, 
who was drowned on Wednesday afternoon. It! 
appears that three of the Buffs went out boat- 
ing in the neighbourhood of the Black Rock 
near Bay View, and as the afternoon was warm 
they decided to go in for aswim. They had 
enjoyed their dip and Private Starr, who 
reported the occurrence, was returning to the 
boat when he heard deveased, Drummer 
Wooley, call out for. assistance. He swam in 
his direction but before. he could reach him 
Wooley disappeared. . at however, dived on 
reaching the locality .and!suqceeded in catching 
his companion by the leg but he was unable 
to bring him to the;surface. He returned to 
the boat in a somewhat exhausted condition and 
though search was made for the body it has not 
been recovered. There is a strong current at 
that locality and it is probable that the body 
has been carried out to deep water. Wooley 
was probably seized with cramp and sank. His 
body was recovered on Saturday and interred 
in the cemetry at Happy ‘Vally. 


; 7 
Mr. John Scrymgéour; of the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank, has arrived at Bangkok from 
Japan to be agent thére in place of Mr. Barloy, 
who is homeward bound dn leave. 
| 


tot 


DEATH OF uk. G. MURRAY BAIN. "- 


——— 


|. 
It is with deep Iregret that we record the. 
death of Mr. George Murray Bain, who had the 
distinction we belieye of being quite the oldest — 
British resident in Hongkoug. He came here 
in February 1864, | and his connection’ with 
the Colony therefore extends over the loug 
period of forty-five years. Mr, Bain came-out to 
join the China Mai} as sub-editor and reporter. 
In course of time h¢ succeeded to the editorial ' 
chair, and in 1872 became the proprietor of tho 
paper. He continued to take an active interest 
in the paper until/a few years ago when ill. 
health and the infirmities of old age obliged 
him to leave the [artes duties of active. - 
control in other h . In 1906 the business 
was converted intq 8 private limited company ~ 
with Mr. Murray Bain as Chairman. Then, in 
the interests of his health, Mr. Bainonce more re- 
visited his native land, and remained in Scotland 
until last autumn when, feeling greatly bene- 
fitted by the change! of climate, he decided to 
return to the Hast. The voyage out proved 
somewhat exhausting, and . Bain since hi 
return had been extremely}feeble. The end came 
rather unexpectedlyjabout mid-day on Wednes- 
day at his residence|“ Birnam Brae,” Conduit 
Road. 
. | 
THE FUNERAL. a8 
The funeral of the late Mr. G. Murray Bain toek 
place on Thursday afternoon when a large and 
representative attenflance of residents assembled 
to pay their last tritute of respect to one who 
was universally esteemed and beloved. The in- 
terment took place in the old cemetery at-Happy 
Valley close to the|grave of the veteran Dr. 
Chalmers, the Rev.|C. H. Hickling conducting. 
the burial service.| The cortege passed*the ; 
Monument shortly after five o'clock, the prin- . 
cipal mourners being Mr H. Murray Bain, 
Mrs G. H. Edwards (daughter), Mr. E. Jones 
Hughes, and Mr [Grant Smith (two of the | 
oldest residents in the colony) Mr. W. Nichol- 
son, and Mr J. H. Seth ; 
Others present w 
Hon. Mr W. Chath 
Hon. Dr Ho Kai, 


e the Hon. Mr F. H. May 
, Hon. Mr E. A. Hewett . 
on. Dr Atkinson, Hon. Mr 
A. M. Thomson, Rev. F. T. Johnson, Rev. J 
A. Bunbury, Dr J. C. Thomson, Messrs. R . 
Shewan, C. McI.Mgqsser, W. G. Humphreys, G 
P. Lammert, H. P. |White, D. W. Craddock, A 
McKenzie, A. Silo Hooper. 'J. I. Andrews 
E. M. Hazeland, G. Piercy, F. Browne, M. 8 
Northcote, W. Armstrong, E. Seth, A. 
Smith, F. Crawford, L. Lammert, 
Scott, J. Walker, H. N. Mody. F. Maitland, A. 
Denison, R. H. Al Craig, J. W. Bolles, G. 
Grimble, J. J. Leiria, W. R. Parr, J. A. Jupp, 
W. Cruickshank, P| Loureiro, David Wood, G. 
Curry, H. W. Terrey, A.Chapman, H. F.Camp- ° 
bell, J. Owen Hughds, D. Clark, C. Klinck, D.. 
McDonald, F. Smyth, W.: Humphreys, J. H. 
Underwood, A. For es, J. FB. Boulton. A. G, 
Gordon, A. O'D. Gonrdin, C. Lafrentz. As dee ; 
ceased was the doyer of Hongkong journalists a - 
number of pressmen followed the remains — 


Findlay 
J. Gray 


to the grave. Thesd were: China Mail: Messrs. 


A. Bellamy Brown, F. Hicks, 'R. Taylor, A.” 
Bryson. and P. Refario and the Chinese staff, - 
Hongkong Daily Press: Messrs. B. A. Hale, A. 
Ramsay, H. E. Vicfor. South China Morning: - 
Post: Messrs. G. T. Lloyd, R. A. Lowry, and ° 
F. 8. Rayner. Ps 

The Funeral procgssion was met at the ceme- ' 
tery entrance by the Rev. C. H. Hickling whe 
led the way up the place of interment © 
high on the hillside.| +t the graveside the ser- 
vice was simple andjimpressive, Mr. Hickling 
beginning by saying that they had assembled - 
to pay a last tribute of affection and esteem to. 
one who had outlived all or nearly all of thosa 
who came to the colony about the same.time - 
as himself. ey Oe” ies 

-The floral tribptes were numerous and 
handsome. Wreaths and crosses were senti by. 
members of the ily, the Euro and 
Chinese staffs of the China Mail, the staff of 
the Hongkong Dajly Press. Dr. and Mrs. 
Bateson Wright, Mr and Mra T, K. Dealy, © 
Mr and Mrs F. Maitland, Mr and Mrs M. 8. 
Northcote, Mr and Mrs W, G, Hum; hreys, Mr . 
and Mrs Shelton Hooper, Rev.|J. A. and Mra. 
Bunbury, Mr and Mrs W. M. Humphreys, Mr 
and Mrs G. Grimble, Mrs Noyes, Mr and Mrs. 
J. W. Bolles, Mr pnd Mrg Grant Smith; Mr.. 


= «=. * “hook contained an illuminated address and the 
) +/+. > ‘signatures of the men employed on the Traffic 


' . Staff; as wll as some forty photographs of the 


eae 


and Mrs Denison, Mrs J. M. Armstrong, Mr 
W. mnstrong and Miss Armstrong, Campbell. 
Moore and Co., Mr and Mrs Douglas Graham, 
Mr and Mrs Seth and family, Sir Paul Chater. 
Mr H. N. Mody, The Chinese Mail, Chinese 
servants of deceased, Mr C. H. Lee, Mr A. 
Forbes, Mr A. J. Coppin, Mr F. Lammert, 
Victoria Recreation Club, Hon. Dr. Ho Kai, 
Mr T. I. Rose. Mr P. W. Goldring, Mr F.C. 
Barlow, Mr and: Mrs Bryson, Mr and Mrs G. 
P. Lammert, Mr and Mrs E. Jones Hughes, Mr 
and Mrs W.H. Donald, Mr and Mrs D. Ctark, 
Mr J. L rt, Rev. T. W. and Mrs Pearce, Mr 
and Mra my Brown, Mrs G. R. Lammert, 
Mr and Mrs W: Nicholson, Miss Wallace, Mr 
and Mrs J. A. Jupp, Mr Leung Shiu-kong, Mr 
L. E. Lammert, Mr F. M. Crawford, Mv and Mrs 
H. A. Lammert, Miss Massey, Mr P. Loureiro, 
Mr and Mrs A. Chapman, and family, Mr and 
Mrs E. H. Hinds, Mr and Mrs G. Piercy, and 
Mr G. Herbst. : 


PRESENTATIONS TO MR. J. GRAY 
SCOTT. 


Mr. J. Gray Scott, who is retiring from 
the position of manager of the Electric Tram- 
why Co., was the recipient of interesting 
farewell presents last week from the Traffic 
and Engineering Staffs of the Tramway 
Service. During his stay in Hongkong Mr. 
Scott has made a host of friends, but none who 
appreciate his worth more than the men who 
have Worked with him here. ;The initative in 
the presentation movement was taken by the 
Chinese staff, who were. anxious that their old 
Chief should take away some memento of his 
teed in the Colony, Pst ie to say, there was 

earty co-operation by the Europeans in the 
Service, * 


. Mr. A. Cougse, on behalf of the Traffic 
Staff, presented to Mr. Scott an album with 
handsomel y carved blackwood covers and silver 
mountings. On the front cover of the book two 


io : Ban Hg were carved in the shape of a circle, 


this being a tramcar in silver. The 


Tramway system. Also with a gold fob chain 
th his name inscribed on one side, and lucky 

- Chinese characters on the other. In making 
the presentation Mr. Course asked Mr. Scott to 
acoept the gifts from the Traffic Staff 
as a mark of the appreciation and esteem 
in which they held him. The gifts would 
form mementos of his residence in Hong- 


2«, - Kong as Chief Engineer and General Manager 
““Yof the Tramway Company, and the speaker 


had no doubt that Mr. Scott would be all 
the more pleased to accept them when he learned 
that subscriptions to defray the cost were started 
entirely on the initiative of the Chinese Staff, 
Mr. Course then read the address, which was 
afterwards interpreted to the Chinese employees. 
In conclusion, on behalf of the Traffic Staff, Mr. 
Course wished the departing chief a pleasant 
vo home and future prosperity. 

Yr. Scorn, in reply, said he accepted the gifts 
with the greatest of pleasure. He had always had 
every assistance from the staff, which made his 
work much easier. He was sorry to leave 
Hongkong, but trusted that the staff would 
extend the same assistance to his successor as 
they had to him. 

Mr, Maven, assistant engineer, on behalf 
of the Engineering Staff, then presented Mr. 
Scott with a large model of a tram car and 
over head wires,in sil¥ér, in a large glass case, 
and a morocco bound album containing an 


_~ address and photographs of the engineers in the 


sa ola Service. 

r. Scort returned thanks for the present, 
and then, on behalf of the engineers presented 
Mr. Malden, who is also leaving the Colony, 
with a similar book to the one he had received. 


FAREWELL DINNER TO MR. GRAY 
: SCOTT. 
Mr. J. Gray Scott, was entertained 
» ot a dinner on Tuesday night at the Hongkong 
Hotel. The Hon. Mr. W. Chatham, C.M.G., 
(Director of Public W orks) presided and Mr. W. 
A. Dowley occupied the Vice-Chair. The other 
hosts included Messra. D. Wood, H. R. 
Phelips, C. D. Melbourne, J. BR. Wood, 


H. .@,:iGalthrop, D. Macdonald, A. G. 
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Gordon, E. H. Hewett,|W. Murray Scott, D. 
V. Steavenson, W. H. ickham, F. Graham. 
E. A. Williams, A. RB. Howe, A. H. Ongh, N. 
F. Blanch, H. F. Chard. J. D. Auld, F. J. 
Badeley, D. W. Craddgck. Dr. Marriott, A. 
Forbes, Evan Jones, A.| H. Hollingsworth, G. 
H. Wakeman, O. Nielsen, H. Philbey, J. H. 
Nellis, and T. L. Perkins. Besides Mr. J. 
Gray-Scott, the following|fuests were present :— 
Captain Mitchell Taylor, Messrs. Stodart 
Kennedy (Mr. - cott's successor), G. T., Lloyd, 
B. A. Hale, G. F. Malden, C. B. Bnyers, G. 
Grimble, A. Course, C.Cj Hill,,;W. Glendinning, 
A. Keating, R. D. Atkinson and B. Elwes. 

The CHAIRMAN in ptoposing the health of 
Mr. Gray Scott said he had had occasion to meet 
him in various copsotiies during his stay in the 
colony. In his official capacity he could 
never wish to work wi a better man in 
a similar capacity. As they knew, Mr. 
Scott ‘had other interests 
those which he (the Chairman) had specially 
to look after, and to} do what he could 
to get the biggest possible dividend for his 
company. Naturally that conflicted somewhat 
with some of the matters!that he (the Chairman) 
would have liked him jto carry through, but 
whilst they had not been able fo see eye it was 
not the fault of his friend Mr. Gray Scott 
who had‘ met his views whenever it was 
possible for him to sojf The other capacity 
in which he had come into contact with 
him was as an ediaad? member of to 
public and those preset were in ay good a 
position to Judge of Mr.|Scott's qualities as he 
was. He had run the tramway service of this 
colony in a manner that{would reflect credit in 
any community in the wide world. The service 
had been carried on practically without inter- 

| ruption, though they Had had to contend with 
two of the biggest uyphoone experienced in the 
colony for many years| During one of those 
typhoons he thought Mr. Gray Scott displayed 
some animus against the Building Authority 
(laughter) because he ran three of his cars into 
a building down near Kennedy Town. It 
might surprise them to learn that those build- 
ings stood (laughter). | He would ask whether 
there was any one present who had attempted to 
forcibly stop one of those cars (laughter), 
In conclusion he proposed the health of 
Mr. Scott and wished him health, pro- 
sperity and success in his future career. They 
all regretted his departure from Hongkong and 
would be pleased were he remaining: here. 

Mr. Scort in acknowledging the toast said he 
found it exceedingly difficult to fittingly express 
his feelings of appreciation of the flattering 
remarks which had fallen from the Chair- 
man. His sojown in Hongkong had not 
been a very extended one. but ho felt he 
was in a very fortunate position after five 
years’ residence among them to be treated 
to such a display of cordiality and good fellow- 
ship as they¢had shown that night. He felt 
that Mr. Chatham had done him a very high 
honour in presiding over that gathoring, for 
he might say that he:was one of those who 
shared the very high -respect.and esteem in 
which M*. Chatham was held by the people of 
this colony. It had bden his privilege to be 
associated with him professionally and he had al- 
ways had avery great respect for his unasuming 
manner and business like uattitude.y Mr. Chat- 
ham had been good enough to pay him the 
compliment of saying that the Hongkong tram 
Ways would be créditable to any town in the 
world. Though he ha admittedly exercised 
his efforts to the full during the time he had 
been in the colony, ha thought those efforts 
would have been*in vain had he not received 
the cordial and sympathetic support-of his 
staff. He had been fortunate in having with him 
four excellent assi ‘tants! who had put personal 
considerations entirely in the secondary position 
and devoted themselves primarily to the work 
of the company by whom: they were employed 
Mr. Scott expressed regret ut the absence 
of Mr. Robert Shewan, who was wisely guard- 
ing his health. Mr. iShewan could not do 
that too well because of would all agree that 


to serve besides 


he was one of the most capable custodians of 
the commerce of this colony.: Many present 
had known Mr. Shewan for a longer period 
than he had, but no one had a greater regard 
than he had for his ‘wonderful personali 

He expressed his th: to Mr. Dowley and wy 


® 


& 


SSS i 


Wood to whom he believed he jvas indebted for : back ground. 


regard to the laws of proportion. . Wood as 
they knew was a born dresuiser hid e regarded 
it as a personal compliment that he should have 
directed his energies to the ie of hon- - 


ours on his behalf. ( 


r. Gray 8 
very high 


ott paid a 
spol to the 


efficiency 

of the local police, and said] he could 

say from his xperience fthat that 

stundard of efficiency pervaded the whole staff 

from the Captain See eget ef Police 

downwards. { In conclusion he said he could 

assure those present that it was with a sense of 

very genuine and deep regret that he was 
about to take his departure from Hong- 

kong, but those feglings were, mitigated 
by «a sense of gratification at the honour 
done him that night: He appreciated the good . 
followship shown that night and hoped that the 
friendships might not’ be severed but renewed 
at no, distant date in the mother/ country.— 
(Applause.) | , 

Mr. W. H. WIcKHAM proposed lhe toast ‘of 
other departing friends, coupling with the toast 
tho name of Mr. Robert Mitchell, Chief 
Manager of the Hongkong and) Whampoa ' 
Docks, und Mr. Malden, who hatl been mr, 
Scott's chief assistant. Mr. Robert Mitchell, 
he said, might be considered a veteran in the 
Colony, because his residence had extended over 
a quarter of a century. He had |worked his 
way up from a very | subordinate {position by 
hard work and engineering ability to the 
highest position in| the Dock | Company’s 
service. He spoke of Mr. Mitchell's engineer- 
ing ability not only from the opinions he him- 
self had formed, but from the universal 
testimony of Mr. Mitchell's brother engineers 
in the Colony. Passing from his [professional 
position Robert Mitchell as a man was a sterling 
fellow. He was well known to most of them as 
a friend anda citizen. He had seen it stated that 
Mr Mitchell hoped to revisit the Colony in the 
future for the purpose} of collecting jdividends— 
laughter. They were Blad to know jthat he was. . 
in a position to colldct dividends! and they 
would hope that they| would be of increasing 
size so that he might the more often be tempt- 
ed to visit the Colony — (Applause)./ With 
regard to Mr. Malden he had bee r. Gray 
Scott's chief lieutenant, and Mr. Scott, he was 
sure, would not grudge to Mr. Malden the 
credit he deserved in helping to make the tram- 
way system a success.- Socially Mr. Malden 
was a genial friend hf always saw! the bright 


side of things, and thay could not look on his 
face without feeling the better for it, added 
Mr. Wickham. Mr. Sdott had borne testimony 
that Mr. - alden had done his duty jwell during 
the years he had been pvith him, and that was a 
testimonial that should win him promotion. in 
the future. ene  * 

My. Ma.peEn briefly responded and mentioned 
that he had the privilege of working under Mr. 
Gray Scott in former years and gould assure 
those present that Mr. Scott was as popular at 
Home as he had been in Hongkong. “ 

The remainder of the evening was devofad to 
harmony. : 


1 


Mr. J. Gray Scott, who has just relinquished 
the post of general manager of the electric tram 
service, had a great send-off on Saturday when. 
he left the Colony by the Nippon Marw for 
Home via San Francisco.. He had taken his 
farewell of the staff at Bowrington early 
in the morning, and had subsequently bid 
good bye to a host of friends assembled at the 
Club and the Queen’s Statue Wharf. Standing 
in the stream off the wharf was one of the old. 
ferry boats, now belonging to the Green Island 
Cement Co. The craft, decorated with scores. 
of little flags and crowded with the Chinese 
and other members of the Tramway} Company’s 
staif who could be spared from |duty, held 
itself in readiness pilot the} launch in- 
which Mr. Gray Scott put off to the liner 


moored at the western|end of the harbour. All 
the way down the harbour there a déhfening 
fusilade of ten thousand Chinese crackers let off - 
from the old ferry boat, by way of wishing the 


departing chief “good luck,” and on either 
side of the boat were] the words “ Bon voyage. 
Gray Scott” in conspicuous a on a white 


| 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 


The Report of the Committee for the year 
ending 31st December, 1908, for presentation to 
the Members of the annual meeting, to be held 
in the City Hall, to-day, at 4 pm. is as 
follows :— 

teveral important questions have had the 
attention of the Committee during the past vear. 

NEW TYPHOON REFUGE AT 
MONGKOKTSUI. 

Members of the Chamber will remember that 
when, in 1904, the Government referred to them 
the proposal to construct.a new Typhoon Refuge 
at Mongkoktsui, the Committee advocated that 
the Refuge should be situated at Cheung Sha 
Wan. 

The question was shelved for the moment hut 
the Typhoon of 906 brought forth such an 
expression of public opinion in favour of a 
Refuge as to induce the Government to again 
take up the matter. 

The Government referred to the Chamber the 
Report of the Public Works Committee favour- 
ing the Mongkoktsui Scheme together with His 
Excellency's proposal to defray the cost half out 
of the Colony’s reserves and half by a temporary 
increase of Light Dues. 

Your Committee, in replying. supported the 
protest of the Agents, Representives and 
Owners of British Lines visiting the port 
against; the imposition of increased dues, and 
their suggestions for a modification of the 
Government's proposal, 

Your Committee also concurred in the vie 
expressed by the Shipping Companics as 
apparently excessive cost of the Mongfokt 
scheme and asked that an oppor 
accorded them of viewing the plans, 

The points raised hy the Shippjyfe Companies 


he 
sui 
hity be 


were fully considered by His Eelleney in the | 


Government's reply and the plans sent ta he 
Chamber. The Shipping Companies in a 
further letter addressed to the Chamber cn- 
closed memoranda as an answer to those 
His Excellency and suggested that if Causeway 


Bay, half of whose area was practically useless | 
owing to silt. were impraved shelter could pro- | 


bably be provided for the greater part. if not 
the whole, of the smaller craft employed in the 
Harbour. But if the Government were de- 
finitely committed to Mongkoktsuithesugyestion 
of the Shipping ( ompanies that the cost be 
spread over a term of years caleulated to fal} less 
heavily on immediate contributors—a policy 
usually adopted by Port Trusts - should also be 
adopted by the Government. 

The Government replied that the existing 
loan for Railway construction precluded the 
raising of the further loan suggested by tho 
Shipping Companies. After considerable cor- 
respondence the Government reduced the in- 
crease of Light Dues to 2} cents per ton by 4 
cent, and assurea the Shipping Companies that 
there was no intention of continuing the 
increase after the cost of the Typhoon ltefage 
had been met. 

The Government, however, was not prepared 
to re-open the question of the provision of a 
second shelter or the method of financing its 
construction. 

LICENCE FEES OF LIGHTERS AND 
; CARGO ROATS. 

The Chamber supported the protest of the 
Owners of Foreign Lighters against the in 
crease of licence fees and considered that’ the 
time had arrived for a distinction to be muda 
between the boats own by public carriers and 
those owned by private firms for their own use, 


The Government replied that the fees were | 
not excessive and it could not consider the re- - 


opening of the subject. 

FRANCO-BRITISH EXHIBITION OF 1908. 

In response to a communicition from the 
Government asking the Chamber to consider the 
feasibility of the Colony’ participating in the 
Franco-British Exhibition, your Committee 
expressed the opinion that sufficient support 
would not be forthcoming to justify the appoint- 


ment of a Committee of (rganization and that . 


unless the Government were prepared to vote 


the necessary funds, the matter should be allow- | 


ed to drop. 
é f 


of | 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT: 


PRIVATE BUOYS IN THE HARBOUR. 

This important subject continued to receive 
the attention of your Committee, 

The position at the end of 1907 was that the 
Chamber, having differed with the argument of 
of the Government for a revision of the present 
system, were considering the Government's 
reply. 

‘The Chamber, after considering the Govern- 
ment's renewed representations, was unani- 
mously of opinion tha any change in the 
present systein was aworkable unless the 
Government took over gll tho leases, moorings 
and buoys. ed 
* The Government concurred in the view that 
the purchase of all private buoys and moorings 
by Government would be| the best solution of 
the problem but stated the Colony could not at 
that moment incur the expense inyolyed. The 
Government regarded thp present proposal ‘as 
w temporary solution until: the Colony could 
afford the expenditure. } 

Your Cominittee diffeited absolutely with the 
reasons set forth by the Government asa 
justification for its amendment of Table O (a) 
to Merchant Shipping Consolidation Ordinance. 

INTERNATIONAL -EXHIPBITION TO BE HELD 

IN ITALY |IN 1911. 
The Government h ‘ings approached the 
Chamber with regard to a proposed Internia- 
| tidnal Exhibition to be Ileld, in aly in 1941, 
{ your Committee replied that! in their opinian, 
) an appeal to the public ne meet with in- 


sufficient support. 
TINNED LARD AND TANNING INDUSTRY. 
| A memorandum by [Hig Excelleney the 
, Governor was received hy| the Chamber dealing 
with the possibility of thé Cdlony developing an 
| export trade in tinned lard with the Philippines 
| and Straits Settlements. | Enqniries were mile 
jby the Chamber Metchants and further 


{ information requested an the question of 
| Government guarantee, 
In reply to a further enquiry of His 


Excellency as to the feakibility of the Colony 
engagine in the Taniing Industry, fron 
enquiries Made it appeared te your Caanaiile 
i that the establishment of sueh an industry Be 


; unlikely to meet with suedess, 
ICE AT TIENTRIN: 
Your Committee were pleased at the informa: 


: BRITISH POSTAL SER 
| 
tion conveyed to them by ithe’ Government thitt, 
.as the Lords Commissioners of the ‘Ireasnm 
{had agrecd to guaranted the Government ¢ 
| Hongkong against haf o 
i ageneyvat Tientsin and the!Tientsin Municipaliqy 
j had decided to provide! the other half, the 
| Agency would remain open until 10th Octobe 
; 1909. us 
| It is hoped that: some arrangement will, 
1 meanwhile, he arrived at by which the Govern- 
jment will be enabled to retain the SCEEnGy 
i permanently. . 

i SEVENTH CONGRESS. OF CHAMBERS OF; 

COMMERCE OF THE EMPIRE 1909. 

| A circular letter wag reeeived by the Chamber 
inviting the attendance of a delowete at the 
‘forthcoming Congreys of Chanhers of Com. 


t 
| merece of the Fu-pire fo he heid at Syduey in 
: 

If it should he yeaa to do so, itis the wish 
| 


se 


| 1509. 
{ of the Committee to appoint a representative of 
i the Chamber. 
REGISTRATION OF TRADE MARKS, 
The Government having under consideration 


the Revistration of Grade Marks (Ordinance 
No. 6 of 1898) reynested a definite expression 
lof opinion from the Chamber as to whether 
| British Merchants in the Colony desired by 
1 registering their Marks in Hongkong to secure 
local protection, or whether they desired to secure 
‘ protection in China, Korea and Japan as well, 
, Tu the litter case His Excellencey the Governor 
considered that prior registration in the United 
Kingdom would be indispenszble as a condition 
: precedent ta registration in Hongkong. 

VThe Committee's opinion conveyed to His 
Excelleney was that registration did not confer 
a right—rights being conferred by usage. If 
that point of view were accepted there was no 
valid reason why the British Government 

: should not protect marks registered in Hong- 
‘kong but not in the United Kingdom in go 
far as to accept that registration as evidence 
of the claim of prior usage. They pointed 
out the extreme lIqcal -inconvenience which 
would ensue pn compulsory registration in the 


: : | 


ana et, 


the question of amending the Law relating to | 


| 


| 


United Kingdom and trusted that the Governs 
ment wonld not make it a condition precedent 
to registration in) Hongkong in the ‘new 
Ordinance. . : 
PROHIBITION OF IMPORTATION OF MORPHIA — 
INTO CHINA. : 

By the courtesy of the Government the: 
Chamber received copy of a despatch. from 
Sir John Jordan covering copy of the Notifica- 
tion issued by him: to H.B.M.’s Consuls at the 
‘T'reaty Ports in China by which notice was- 
conveyed to British| subjects that from Jan 
Ist, 1909, the imporfation into China of Morhnia, 
and instruments for its injection, would be 
prohibited by the Chinese Government,’ _ 

Due provision had been made for medicinal 
requirements. 

CURRENCY QUESTION. 

The year brought forth the usual correspon. 
dence on the question of Currency Reform, 
subject which will |eome to be regarded as an 
essential feature gf the Chamber's - Annual 
Report. . . : Bet Ie 

A copy of a despatch from Sir John Jordan 
was received from the Government together ~ 
with copies of an Imperial Decree dated 
Peking, 5th Octobet, 1908, commanding that a 
certain silver coin |be struck ag the Standard 
Coin of the Country. 

-n interestink memorial of the Government . 
Council (Hui I Cheng Wn Ch'u) on the. ques- |. 
tion of an uniform National Currency is included. 

ATTEMPTED OPIUM MONOPOLY AT CANTON. 

Certain regulations issued by the Provincial 
Anthorities of the Two Kwongs called forth 
protest from the Opium Merchants of the Colony 
who requested the support of the Chamber in 
resisting what could only be regarded as E% 
breach of Articles Sland 10 of the British Treaty 
of Nanking 1842. 

It was contended that the objectionable regu- 
lations wonld form fhe nucleus of a monopoly . 
which would eventually bring the raw opium 
trade in the Provinge of the Two Kwongs into 
the hands of a few individuals, and possibly into 
the hands of the Provincial Government. - 

The Committee Gonsidered that the opium 
merchants had madg out a strong case and took 
ap the matter by cabling to Sir John Jordan. 

t The Wai Wu Pu, in response to the represen- 
ations of :’.M.'s Minister, promised to telegraph 
ustructions to the Viceroy on the subject. 

The matter was|more fully discussed at a 


f | later stage. and a letter setting forth the views 
any Joss on the posthl ¢ of the 


opium merchants; supported by a further. 
letter from the Chamber, was’ forwarded to 
Government. * d 
It afforded considerable satisfaction to your 
“ommittee to leary the matter had for some 
time been engaging the serious attention of . 
His Excellency the Governor, and within the 
last few days a despatch has been jreceived from 
Peking to the effectithat the Wai Wu Po had 
assured H. M.'s Minister that the new regulations 
would apply to Natiye opium only. 
LONDON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
jee EXAMINATIONS, 
Tt will be remembered that at tlle close of 1907 


‘ the Coummittee were|considering the question of 


the formation of a local centre of Examination 
for the Loudon oe ied of Commerce Commer- 
cial Examinations. 

The views of Mr., E. D. C. Wolfe, Inspector 
of Schools, were requisitioned with the result 
that the Chamber wrote-to the London Chamber 
regretting their inability to form a local centre 
for revasous fully set out in the correspondence. 

HONGKONG-SINGAPORE QUARANTINE 
REGULATIONS, : 

A letter was received from the Government 
pointine ont that if the Shipping Conipanies 
interested in the Chinese Passenger trafic be- 
tween this port and Singapore would make the 
vaccination of Asiatic passengers and ‘native 
crew obligatory before embarkment for Sing- 
apore, the Health Officer at that Port would-be 
willing, provided no infections or contagious 
disease had manifested itself or death occurred’ 
siuce leaving Hongkong, to allow.landing and 
give the vessel pratique after the un 
examination and disinfection;of passengers and 
their luggage had been completed. 

The opinion of tHe principal firms engaged 


in 
that vaccin- ; 


the traffic was obtained which 
ation this end was impracticable. 
SURVEYS |ON PIECE GOODs. 
The Manchester Chamber wrote stating that. 


it had been brought to their notice that..certain 


338 T 


“a | 


i 
i 


HE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND | 


awards by Surveyors in India, and further Fast, 
contained reports, statements and opinions 
extraneous to the matter in dispute and request- 
ed the assistance of this Chamber in confining 
the Survey Reports to the question or questions, 
specifically in dispute. 

The Committes promised to use their in- 
fluence towards the exclusion of any p ints but 
those specifically contained in the reference in 
cases brought to their notice. 

TREATIES BETWEEN UNITED KINGDOM AND 
GOVERNMENTS OF SERVIA AND BULGARIA, 
The Committee upon having the Treaties 

between the United Kingdom and the Govern- 

ments of Servia and Bulearia referred to them 
by the Government saw no objection to the 
proposed adherence of this Colony thereto. 

SHANGHAI INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 

1909. 

Farther correspondence has heen dealt with 
relative to the proposed International lixhihi- 
tion to be held in Shanghai in 1909. 

KOWLOON-CANTON TAILWAY. 

The Chamber were invited by the Government 
to express an opinion on the question as to 
-whether bogie or short trucks would he lest 
adapted for use on the Kowloon-Canton Railway. 
« The Committee advocated the use of larie 


- bogie trucks. 


The Government eventually decided to order 

both bogio and short trucks. 
MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT 1906 

In a draft Bill to amend the local Mercha: it 
Shipping Ordinance the Governincut proposed 
to omit the provision contained in the Daperial 
Merchant Shipping Act 1908 that seamen muy 
not be engaged on board British Slips unless 
they possess a sufficient knowledge of English 
to understand the necessary orders that. may he 
given to them in the performance of their 
duties, : 

His Ex-ellency the Gavernor gave. it as his 
opinion that such a regulation was not possibic 
in Hongkong where 98 per cent of the seamen 
shipped are Chinese. 

The Committee strongly endorscd Wis h& 
cellency’s views on the subject and believed 
that the inclusion of such aclause in the Jaca 
Merchant Shipping Ordinance would practical > 
compel the fleet of british Coasting 
engaged in the Chins trade to go 
commission, 

TIME BALL AT KOWLOON, 

Certain correspondence regarding the Caiuny 
of the Time Ball at. Kowloon hasbeen dedt with. 

LANDING OF EX STEAMERS. 

In response to a query fram the Imperial 
German Consul the Comittee stuted iit 
Shipowners were under uo obligation to dnd 
and deliver gouds unless specifically require] to 
do so under the terms of the Bill of Ladine. 

REGISTER OF TRADE MARKS AT UPPER 
INDIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

The Upper India Chamber of Commerics 
supplied this Chamber with a copy of the rules 
in connection with the register opened hy {hem 
for the registration of trade marks and designs, 


Vessels 


ont af 


GODS 


HONGKONG AND KOWLOGN WHAKE AND 
GODOWN COMPANYS ORDINANCE, 
The Hongkong and Newloon Wharf and 


Godown Ca., Ltd. submitted to the Chamber a 

draft Ordinauce (31-12-27) to authorise the 

making of Vive-laws. The C fae a 

nothing objectionable tn the Bill and 

propose too ppose it. 

UNIVERSAL AND INTERNATIONAL UXSEMITION 
. AT BRUSSELS 1910. 

The Consul for Belgium notified the Chamber 
that a Universal and International FE xhibition 
would be opened at Brussels in the month of 
April, 1910. 


Saw 
did nat 


beyond, 
: The c ommitter offered to join the Committee 
of the Newelhwang Chanther ina joint. Memorial 


OBSERVATION STATION AP LAI-CHI-KOK. 

The Committee approached the Government 
with reference to Notification No. 853 published 
in the Government Gazefte of 27th November, 
1908, wherehy the Owners or Agents of a 
Steamer concerned were required to pay not 
only the cost of disinfection of the vessel, and 
food for any passengers: or crew landed at the 
quarantine station but also the cost of mainten- 
ance of practically th@ entire staff of the 
Establishment, 

The Committee asked the Government: to 
review {he terms of the regulations and request- 
ed the Government to cdusider the adoption of 
a similar procedure as obtained elsewhere, 


{ 

Tho Government's reply is receiving the 
Committee's attention. | 

UNITED STATES MONETARY COMMISSION, 


A letter was received from Mr. Morton 
Frewan dealing with tle U nited States Mone- 
tary Comunission sitting in Washington aad 
sugpesting the attendance of a representative of 
the Hongkong Chamber. 

IHSINMINTUN-FAKUMEN HAITLWAY. 
A Jetter was received from the Newchwang 
( hamber covering a copy of a resolution passe d 
hy it as a protest against the steps taken hy the 
(rovermment of Japan to enforce the abandoment. 
of the extension of the Imperial Railway of 
North China from Hsimintun to Fakumen and 


to be forwarded to the Doyen of the Diplomatic 
Corps in Peking, 


TUE JAPANESE YARN LOTTERY. 


The unfair trade methods adopted= hy same’ 


Japencse Merchants in issging lottery tiekets 
led the British firmus engaged in the Yarn trade 
in Wonerkoug to approach the Chamber, 

The Committee requested the assistance of 
the London. Liverpool, Manchester, Bradford 
and (dascew Chambers in seeking. throneh the 
usual diplomatic channels, the assistance af Tis 
Majesty's Covernment in 
British Trade. | 

Turther action was tendered annecessary hy 
the Government requesting the. Tapanese C ousul 
to warn the “real firms that an issue af 


the protection df 


lottery tickets would constitute an infringeme t 
of the Gambting Ordinance. 
REUTERS POLSRICAL TELEGRAMS. 

The Committee regret that, owing to the 
withdrawal of the Garren subscription of 
“1560 per annum, the Chamber has heen forced 
{fo discontinue the issuine of Reuter's Political 
Lolecrams front SLst Ipc. 1908. 

LEOyAY LUSSO CHINESE BANK, 

The ease of Li Yau set eersus Russo-Chinese 
Rank appeared to requite that some action should 
he taken hy the et fimus employing Com- 
pradores to censure piptection against the un- 
authorised acts of such! Compradores, 

The Gonunittee took lecal advice and drafted 
ao preposed joint advertisement warming the 
public that certain signatures must he obtained 
trom the signatories if their respective business 
hefore any business transaction settled throuch 
the agenev of their rdspective Compradores, or 
their statis, would he recognised as binding, 

Nithough well received the movement was not 
alone supported. and the. Commit lca. 
Cochin that sue: actidn should be nnanimous (0 
he effective, did not proceed: further in the 
mation, 


SAM Coesits 


'Vhis question has again been dealt with and 
further correspondence of a confidential nature 
has passed between ithe Chamber and thi 
Government. ° | 


The Committee much recret, however, that 


In response to a communication from the | {he Secretary of St: ue js not in a position 
Government on the same subject, the Cammit{ee to re-open the question i 


replied that unless the Cravermuent were pre- 
pared to find the funds the matter hi: ad hetler 
be allowed to drop. 
THE PROPOSED CLOSING OF 
DIVANS. 
A resoluf#ien- was passed by {he Committeec 


THE OPIUM 


recording: their strong protest arainst any arbi ! 


trary orders from the Imperial Government to 
close immediately the Opinin Divans in Hone- 


‘ kong and promising to loyally support a poiicy 


of gradual reduction. 

This resolution was forwarded to the CGiovern- 
ment who forwarded a copy to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies for the consideration of 
the Imperial Government. 


| 
i CHENESE eMpctATLON ORDINANEE 1859, 
| 


| HONGKONG VOLUNTEER RESERVE | 
\ _ ASSOPIATIION, ! 
| A letter from Sir Henry Berkeley, the Chain 
man of the Hongkong Volunte+r Reserve 
| -ssociution, Was considered in whiel: it was 
| sugyested that in arder to strengthen the 
i Voluntesr Corps it nfight he feasible for the 
| Heads of Firms and Banking and other Com- 
‘panies when cnyaging enyployees in England 
to make it a condition! of ¢ugagement that they 
jshould join the local Tealatters Corps if 
reqnired to do so hy their -Emplovers. | 
The Chamber regretted that it could not see 
its way to ree ommednd the adoption of the 
scheme in view of many difficulties which were 


“likely to embaass Employers in the practical _ 


~ 
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‘working of the scheme. 


The Committee strongly sympathised with © 
the Volunteer movement and ite Members were 
prepared to do. all in their power td encourage 
volunteering among their employees, 

MEMBERSHIP, : 

The Membership . the Chamber for 1908 
consisted of 22 individual Members and 120- 
Firms. During the, year Messrs. Lauts, 
Wegener & Co., wel Eintsmann & Co., and 


Lai Hing Hong retired from bisiness and 
Mesears. Rumjhan Co., China Traders’ 
Insurance Co. Ltd., Ay Ebrahim & Co., and Mr. 
Is. C. Ray resigned, ; Mr. Wm Danby an old 
Member of the ( chamber, died. The following 
were elected to Membership :—Messrs. Wallem 
& Co. Lowe & Bingham, Netherlands India 
Commercial Bank, Perey Smith & Seth, Geo. 
Grimble, F, P. Talati and the Asiatic Petroleam 

", Ltd. The election of the two last named 

requires the confirmation of the Chamber. 
COMMITTEE. 

In the early part of 1908 the Chamber lost the 
services of Mr. A. G. Wood on his retirement 
from business and departure for home. Mr. 

Wood has heen closely associated with the 
Chamber for nine years, and the deep interest 
he always took in public and commercial affairs _ 
and the knowledge lie possessed of these rendered 
his services to the Chamber of great value. 

‘The vacancy has since been filled by Mr. 
J. W.C. Bonnar. 

The Hon. Mr. Henry Keck and Mr. A. 
7 uchs having left the Colony their places were 

Mal hy the Hon, My. W. J. Gresson and Mr, 

Brodersen. ‘he Committee very much 
regret the death of the latter gentleman which 
occurred at Shanghai. The vacancy thus caused. 
las since been filled by the election .of Mr. H. A. 
die ths. 

CHAMBER'S REPRESENTATIVE ON THE 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

The Colonial Seerétary informed the Cham- 
her on the 9th March, 1908, that His Excel- 
leney the Governor had granted six months’ 
leave of absence to the Hon. Mr: BR. A. Hewett 
and, therefore, requested the nomination of a 
temporary member of Council in his place. 

A special general meeting of members was 
liad on the 17th March last af which Mr. 
Murray Stewart was unanimously elected. His 
Excellency the Governor afiormde'e signitied 
his approval of the nomination. 

‘he Chamber ix vary much ‘indebted to Mr. 
Murray Stewart for the attention devoted to its 
interests during his teri of office. 

The Hon. dir, E. A. Hewett on returning in 
October last resumed his seat on the Legislative 
Council. . 

FINANCES. 

The expenditure for the yoar 1908 has ex- 
ceeded the Income 
¥266.12 ax compared pw vith 1907. 5 

‘The Expenses slow a small! increases of 
263.35. Receipts frdm Renter's Political Tele- 
grams, Meibers’ Spbseriptions and Interest, 
Joss increases in Mprket’ Report and Annual 
Lieport sales of 818.98, account for a decrease of 
3202.77 of which the first named ifem i is respon- 
xihle for 5146.42. 

GENERAL. 

The past year hak been marked by a great 
increase in letters ofitrade enquiry from Europe, 
America und through the foreign Consuls, and 
the Committee rahe this as a satisfactory 
indication of the increasing usefulness of the 
Chamber, i 


THE ANN UAL MEETING. 


The annual gener: 1 meeting of the Hongkong 
General Chamber of Commerce was held in the 
City Hall on the 24rd inst. The Hon. Mr. 
FE. A. Hewett m sided, and ‘those present: 
included Messrs. R. Law, A. Babington, Je 
W.C. Bonnar, J. +4. Bandow, H, A. Siebs, E 
Shellin, H. EK. Tomkins (committee). E. A. M. 
Williams (secretary), A. S. D.' Cousland, C. 
Woldering, F. Pagett Hett, H: P. White, C. 
(. Gok, J. Owen Hughes, a H. Ross, 8. D. 
Seton E. G. Barrett, F.C. Mow Fung. Vv. 
Bosch, W. 8. Bailey. 3. Silverstone, Cc. S&.. 
Gubbay and 8. H. Michael. . | 

The SECRET sero the -notice calling the 
meeting. 

The - CHAIRMAN] said— Gentlemen, The 
report and pa having bens in your hands 


y 8572. ‘67 an increase of : 


“a 
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for some days; we will, with your permission, 
take them as read. As you will have observed 
from the published correspondence now before 
you, the Committee have had an unusually busy 
year, having been called upon to consider and 
deal with a large number of important ques- 
tions. I will now refer to those which appear 
to deserve special mention, as briefly ax possible. 
THE TYPHOON REFUGE. 

For a considerable number of years this Cham- 
ber has urged upon the Government the need 
for increased protection for small craft in the har- 


bour, the Causeway Bay shelter having for some |to their mind hi rh, 
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rhters lave recently been 
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time past proved inadeqnate for the purpose. The 
question has again been brought prominently 
forward and considerable discussion on the 
subject has taken place during the past twelve- 
months. As you will remember at the time of 
the tornado of 18th September, 19:6, which 
resulted in such heavy loss to the small craft in 
the harbour, H.E. Sir M. Nathan promised that 
any funds raised by public subscription in 
the Colony for the relief of the sufferers 
from the storm would be doubled by 
the Government. So generously, however, jvas 
our appeal for aid responded to hy all nationali- 
ties trading here, that the subscription not only 
fully met all claims upon the fund, but left a 
surplus of some 835.000 which was haaded to the 
Government to be used, so far as the fund would 
last, for the relief of sufferers under similar 
catastrophes. The Colony’s subscriptions 
therefore not having been drawn up. the 
Relief Committee suggested that the Govern- 
ment contributions which otherwise would have 
been devoted to the typhoon fund should be used 
asa nucleus towards the construction of a new 
typhoon refuge for small craft. The sum to 
which the Colony was pledged hy Sir M.. 
Nathan amounted to close upon $280,000, The 
question as you are aware, has now reached that 
stage when we hope that before many years are 
past this refuge. so urgently needed for the 
general welfare of the Colony, will be an accom- 

plished fact. The. question of the cost, however. 

and the means by which the necessary 

funds were to be raised have led to considera- 

ble discussion with the Government. The 

original estimate was about $609.000. Each suc- 

ceeding calculation increased this sum until this 

was nearly trebled, the latest figure being con- 

siderable over 14 million dollars. In order to 

raise this sum the Government proposed to pay 

half out of current revenue, aud the otherhalf by 

a special tax on shipping. 

THE TAX ON SHIPPING. 

The reasons for this proposal are fully 
set forth by His Excellency the Governor 
in a very lucid memorandum, dated 8th 
May, 1908, which is included in our 
report. I need hardly say that the argument, 
put forward in this themorandum do not, 
by any means. meet with the support of 
the Shipping Companies, and the memorandum 
from their representatives enclosed with a 
letter to this Chamber. dated 23rd June last. 
appears to show very clearly that His Excel- 
lency’s reasons are fallacious, and if acted upon 
are directly opposed to the real interests of the 
Colony. It would, in our opinion, he a very 
great‘mistake were the Government to look 
upon shipping as the milch cow which is to 
supply so much of the loss of revenue 
experienced in other directions, and to 
furnish funds for great public works which 
are required in the interests of the Colony 
as a whole, and not in that of the ship- 
ping only, but this is unfortunately a_fear 
which we hare entertained since the recent 
action of the Government. It is quite, true 
that when a typhoon approaches this Colony 
considerable delay, and consequently pecuniary 
loss\is incurred by such shipping as happens 
to be in pért at the moment, but it has 
apparently been entirely overlooked that the 
bulk of the small craft is not directly em- 


ployed by the Shipping Companies. It 
is, on the contrary used more largely by 


merchants, property owners, and the usua{ 
classes of wholesale and retail dealers which jro 
to form the bulk of the business section of the 
Colony. This, I think, can be demonstrated by 
any one who cares to go down the Praya on an 
average working day, and make enquiry as to 
the purpose for which each junk and native boat 
on the water frontage is heing used, and by 
whom engaged. It will be found that a very 
small proportion only is engaged by ship- 


| ping firms. Our 


that the 


Colony 


rontention is 


refuge is for the benefit of the 
as a whole, not particularly for the bene- 
fit of shipping, ajd under these cireum- 
stances the funds needed for the refuge should be 
provided out of genetal taxation towards which 
the shipping and shijjowners fully contribute in 
light dues, license anfl other fees. and taxes on 
their shore properties! This view, unfortunate- 
ly, does not appeal to the Government who. 
as IT have already |stated, appears to helieve 
that because individual charges are 
quite 


it 


is 


{terial how these taxes are piled up. 


LICENSE FE 
License fees ov li 
very largely advanced, 


“SON LIGHTERS. 

A demand wis made for 
a quarantine station] and immediately it was 
proposed that all sorts of expenses in this can- 
nection, expenses which would be incurred finn 
the interests of the Colony, should he put upon 
the ship-owners, ‘his last proposal, I qn 
glad to say, has heen Jroyped, as the Connnittee 
of the Chamber has beer able to convince the 
Government that this last proposed exaction 
was unreasonable, and opposed to the system 
which obtains in other ports. As I have 
previously stated el mre than one oceasion, 
Hongkong -owes it¥ position as one of the 
leading shipping ports of the world, entirely to 
its geographical nod tio : 

THE DECENTRALISING TENDENCY 
OF SHIRPING, 


It is within the memory of many - of 
us, when practically |the whole of the 
Far: Eastern trade ceptred in some three 


ports in Japan, three in China; and 
in Hongkong, ocean going steamers rarely 
calling at other -ports. | The consequence yas 
that au cnormous trade centred in these ports. 
collected by coasting vessels which acted ‘as 
fveders to the ocean lines. This tendency for 
concentration is, however, largely disappearing. 
Of late years shipowners have shown an in- 
creasing readiness to send their ocean steamers 
to other ports and this-is, year by year, 
becoming more marked. Owners are now 
loading steamers diréct for Europe or America 
at ports whose names were hardly known to the 
outside world a few:years ago, or which then 
did not even exist ; and with the increased facili- 
ties for direct trade. which the development of 
railways in China and other improvements which 
are constantly offering, this tendency to decbn- 
tralization must increase. The movement can- 
not but be ‘encouraged if tle Government of 
Hongkong persists in what I cannot but des- 
cribe as a suicidal policy of increasing the taxes 
on shipping when they should on the other 
hand. be doing all in their power to attract 
shipping to the port instead of driving it away. 
Thave spoken, Gentlemen, at considerable length 
on this point, not because I wish to urge the 
interests of any one section of our trade, bud as 
apart altogether from such special interests’ as 
we may individually represent. I speak here.’ as 
T always do under similar conditions. in what I 
sincerely belicve to be the true interests of the 
Colony as a whole, add it is only because of the 
special knowledge my business gives me of this 
side of the question, jthat I consider it my duty 
as your Guainaan | to utter a most earnest 
word of warning td the Government against 
what I cannot buti consider a line of policy 
which if persisted in must in the long run re-act 
seriously against the prosperity of the colony. 
PRIVATE MOORINGS, ; 
In my address last year, [referred to the 
Government proposal that the use of all maor- 
ings in the harbouk-should be placed in the 
hands of the Harbour Master. It was hoped 
that the ewig would have accepted the 
reasons against this kcheme which had been put 
forward by them, but unfortunately this was not 
the case, and further correspondence has passed 
between the Chamber and the Colonial Secretary 
which is now published in our report. We ure 
still in an unpleasant state of uncertainty as to 
whether, the Governinent may not in the end 
endeavour to force upon us what we cannot but 
look upon as an entirely unnecessary and vaxa- 
tious piece of legislation. ; 


ee 
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TR E MARKS. 
The question ia the Registration . of 
Trade Marks has} as you will see, also 


received the attention of the Committee, 
who have informed the Government that in 
their opinion compulsory registration of trade 


TRADE REPORT.- 
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marks in the United Kingdom shonld not be 
insisted upon as ope ofthe conditions under 
which they can beregistered in the Colony ; and 


2 ! | 


‘in order that the Home Government may te 


in the Far East—a view in which I trust the | 
members of the Chamber concur. We under- 
stand that the whole question as to the protec- 
tion of British trade marks is now seriously 
engaging the attention of the Foreign Office, 
und we trust that the principle of the right 
conferred by prior ysage of a trade mark willbe 
accepted by H. M. Government. | ~~ 
CHINA'S CURRENCY. : 

The important | question. of the reform 
of China's Currency has, during the past - 
year, been advanced anothér stage by | 
the issue of an Imperial Edict  order- : 
ing the Provinclal Authorities to take 
the necessary steps to introduce a standard 
silver coinage ‘for use throughout the Empire. 
This question is, offcourse, of the utmost im- 
portance both to [China and all engaged jin 
trade with her, and|it is to be hoped the terms 
of the Edict will be carried out with as- little 
delay as may be negessary. 
ATTEMPTED OPIUM MONOPOLY, . . 
During the period under review another 
attempt has toni made by the Authori- 
ties in the ‘rovinces of the Two 
Kwongs to establish what would practically 
have amounted to]a monopoly, for the sale 
of raw and prepared opium.' The British 
firms in éahone interested’ in this trade 
represented the matter to ithe Chamber, 
who strongly saqnoviad them in the view 
taken, viz: that if the proposed regulations 
for further control jover the opium were brought 
into force, this would be a direct/ violation of the 


in a position to sen British trade marks 


treaties. For the|moment, owing to the re- 
presentations made by the Consul-General at 
-Canton, Authorities made no 
further 


the Chinese ; 
nove, buf the British Minister at 
Peking at first toak the view that the contem-. 
plated regulations did not amount to the estab- 
lishment of a monopoly and consequently -did 
not amount to a breach of the treaties. After 
congiderable further correspondence with the 
Hongkong Government and the British Lega- 
tion at Peking, pu assurance was however 
given by the Waiwupu that the contemplated 
regulations would apply to native opium only. 
So far. this is satisfactory, but'as I have had 
occasion to point out on previous occasions, it is 
only by constant' vigilance on the part of 
foreizn merchants, and the Chambers of Com- 
merce, these repeated attempts'on the part of 
Chineso Officials to illegally interfere with 
foreign trade can be checked. The whole 
history of our Chambers is one long record 
of ,such fights. 
CANTON KOWLOON RAILWAY. 

It is satisfactory to be able to refer to 
the progress now being made With ths nearer 
section of the railway system which we 
hope before long will link opr Colony with 
Europe, It is however very much to be regret- 
ted that such slow progress is being made with 
the extension of the line tr Canton to 


Hankow. This is a matter lof utmost im- 
portance to this Colony, and such influence as 
may be possessed, both by the British Govern- 
menf® und the business comunity of this 
Colony should be directed towards encouraging, 
und, where possible, helping on, the comple- 
tion of the much- needed work,- on terms. 
satisfactory to the communities interested, as 
wellas the investing public. 
‘CHINESE SEAMEN ON BRITISH-SHIPS. 
Another question of great importance to 
the “local. shipping of this Colony has. 
heen raised by the Board of Trade, which 
is. whether seamen engaged on board. British. 
ships possess a sufficient knowledge of English 
to understand orders given them. This regula- 
ion was not to apply to oe subjects, 
und a further question - there fore arose as: to 
whether Chinese -seamen belonging to Hong- 
kong could produce certificates ‘of place of birth 
thns jentitling them to this exemption. His: 
Excellency ‘The Governor held ‘the opinion that. 
such la regulation is not feasible, a view which 
was dtrongly endorsed by this Committee, as it 
appeared to us, if the proposal/of the Board of 
Tradp were acted upon, it would result in put- 
{ ting an end to all Coasting and River trade 
under the British flag in this part of the world, . 
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: THE OPIUM DIVANS, 

‘One-of the most momentous questions which 
of recent years been raised in connection 
with this Colony, is that relating, to the closing 
of the opium divans by order of the Home Go- 
vernment, The whole question has recently been 
80 thoroughly dealt with in the Legislative Coun- 
cil, and by the local Press, that it is ‘unneces- 
sary for ;me‘to here go into details, but in order 
to place on record among the Chamber of Com- 
merce papers, for the use of future members;tho 
more recent contributions to this discussion, wo 
have considered it advisable to print as an annex 
to our report the two valuable documents bear- 
on the question srhich have recently been 


‘ lal on the table before the Legislative Council. 


Lrefer to Mr: Clementi’s memorandum of 12th 
June 1908, and that of His Excellency Sir F. 
Lugard, dated 18th October. 1908. So much 
sentiment and partisanship has been unfortnn- 
ately permitted to enter into the whole question 
of he opium trade with China that it is not 
easy to obtain clear and unbiassed statements in 
*the matter. These, however, are to be found in 
the memoranda I have just referred to and I 
am sure all the members of the Chamber of 
Commerce will agree that we are greatly 
indebted to His Excellency and Mr. Clementi 
for such valuable additions to the histor, of tho 
opium question, and for theclear manner in which 
ey have helped to demonstrate how greatly 
exaggeratedare many of the ex-parte statements 
which have from time to time been made with 
regard to the opium trade, and the effect the use of 
the drug has on the Chinese nation as a whole. 
Once we are convinced that the Chinese Govern- 
ment and the Provincial Officials are really 
anxious to curtail, if they cannot altogether 
suppress, the use of opium, and are loyally 
carrying out their share of the bargain, we must 
perform our part, but I think we are probally all 
d that the action of the Home Govern- 
‘ment as to thearbitriry closing of the opium 
divans, in Hongkong, which was ordered by 
‘them without reference beinge made in the first 
place to the public opinion of the Colony as is 
usual under such circumstances, was an abuse of 
the position held by the Government towards a 
a Crown Colony. We trust therefore that the 
Chamber will approve of the protest made hy 
the Committees against this arbitrary procced- 
ing. | We saw distinct danger in the giving up 
of the contrel of public opium smoking, while 
it appeared problematical that the closing of the 
divans would result in any appreciable decrease 
in the quantity of opium consumed in the Colony. 
The Secretary of State for the Colonics has 
recently assured us that “tha supposition that 
His Majesty's Government have acted with 
indifference to the views aud interests of the 
inhabitants of Hongkong is entirely erroneous”. 
but we do feel that in this matter the true in- 
teresta of the Colony have indeed been sacrificed 
to the'political needs of the Home Government. 
‘We considered we were justified in making the 
strongest possible protest against a hasty 
policy such as was fcreshadowed by tha 
first instructions on the subject. In this 
connection, to show we had reason for our 
apprehension, I would point out that the whole 
tenor of the debate in the House of Commons 
on the 6th May last, distinctly pointed to an 
immediate closing of all thedivans in Hongkong. 
This was unquestionally the impression we 
received here, and appears to have heen that 
conveyed to those present at the debate. More 
than one honourable member referred to this, 
while one supporter of the. Government stated 
that “he gathered from the Under-Secretary 
of State. that opium was immediately going 
in Ceylon and Hongkong, and they were 


in sight of the same as regards the 
Straits Settlements.” Colonel Seely did 


not correct this view, nor did the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, who closed the debate 
on behalf of the Government. Reference hav- 
ing been made in the earlier part of ths dchate 
to the closing of opium divans in certain Chinese 
Cities by the Imperial Government, Colonel 
Seely stated that the day previous the following 
telegram had been despatched to the Governor 
of ‘Hongkong: “H. M's. Government have 
“decided that steps must be taken to close opium 
* dens in Hongkong as they recgnise that it is 
* eggential in dealing with the opium question in. 
‘Hongkong that we must act up to the standard 
*-get by the Chinese Government, “That” the 


_ “Gnder-Becretary went on to add “is decisive ac- 
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“tion.” Agyouare aware, the resolution which was 
ultimately passed by the: Hause of Commons, | 
was to the effect that H.M. Government take 
steps to bring to a speedy close, the system of 
licensing opium dens now prévailing in gome of 
our Crown Colonies, more particularly Hong- 
kong, the Straits Settlements and Ceylon. In 
view of the above it is difficult to under- 
stand why tli8 Secretary of tate for the 
Colonies should have congidered it neces- 
sary to animadvert upon es protest made 


by unofficial members of the Council, as they had 
merely taken the Home Goyernment at their 
word. It ix however satisfactory to be able te 
record that H. M. Government has so far real- 
ized the hardship caused to|this Colony as to 
promise to ask Parliament to give a substantial 
contribution towards making |good to the Colony 
the direct loss of revenue resulting from mea- 
sures adopted uuder their prrleaass It now 
remains with this community as a body to see 
that. full and adequate compensation be accorded, 
the more so as we have already, as pointed 
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uch a date; for I would remind you Saint. 
eorge has for many years been accepted ag the 
atron Saint of soldiers;as the embodiment of 
eroic patriotism. oye 

THE CHAMBER'S ACCOUNTS, ._. 


Turning to the accounts, the financial position © 


f the Chamber can hardly been considered satis- 
factory, as for the past two years our expendi- 
ture has very 
revenue. This matter| is receiving pur careful 
consideration and we | trust that | by adopt. 
ing certain changes in the working of the 
office to considerably jreduce our éxpenditure 
It is more than ptobable however that at the 
end of the current year the committee may find 
it advisable to recommend to the Chamber to 
raise the subscription 
1867. « 

CHANGES ON THE COMMITTEE. 
Several changes have as you know taken 
place during the year, our committee. We 
have to regret the untimely death of our collea- 


| gue, Mr. Broderson and the return home after 


out by His Excellency, spffered heavy loss 
through the action of the {people at Home. 
THE NEW QUARANTINE STATION. 

Another matter which has engaged theattention 
of your Committeo is the proposed regulation 
for the working of the new|quarantine station 
at Laichikok. Here again} the Government 
attempted to unduly tax shipping, by endeavour: 
ing to make the shipowner hgar certain expenses 
in connection with ‘the establishment which we 
considered should be charge on the geperal 
revenue of the Colony. Aftdr some correspond- 
ence it was decided to adopt & similar system of 
charges on shipping, as fusually obtaining 
in the neighbouring ports. 

THE YARN LOTIERIES, 

It ix a canse for much regret that during the 
past year we have again becnjcalled upon to deal 
with the question of the issue of lottery tickets 
in connection with the sale gf Japanese cotton 
yarn. ‘Phe system is to our mind a most per- 
nicious one, not only from uw true business point 
of view, but as also being opposed to the gamb- 
ling laws of our country, aud} we trust that the 
attitude taken up by the British Authorities and 
the representations made gn the subject will 
put a stop to this scheme oncb and for all. 

REUTERS POLITICAL |TELEGRAMS. 

As youareall aware the arrangement by which 
the Chamber of Commerce had received and cir- 
culated Reuter’s Political Lel¢gramstoan end last 
Autumn, after baviug been in| force for upward of 
SO years. The Committee much regret being 
obliged to take this sf&p but | the financial posi- 
tion of the Chamber did not justify our con- 
tinuing the service ata loss. 

MILITARY {[TRANNING. 

There are various other matters of considerable 
interest dealt with id our repprt but I will not 
detain you unduly by touchipg upen them all. 
There is however one more fo which I think I 
should refer, ‘That is the all important one of 
military training as raisyl by Sir Henry 
Berkeley iu his letter of 16th July last. 
It has for many centuries past been an axiom 
aumoug some of the most vigorous peoples of the 
world that all the youth of fthe country should 
learn to ride, aud to shoot} and to speak the 
truth. We accept it without question that our 
young mien do speak the truth. Hongkoug can 
hardly be called an ideal plade in which to learn 
to ride, but there are excellent opportunities for 
learning to shoot, and I ca ouly express the 
hope that younger section of the community, 
realizing their duty towards the Empire will 
take advantage of the very liberal provision made 
by the Government for the Volunteers and will 
show their appreciation of this, and a proper 
sense of duty by all roing through an efficient 
course of training in the ranks of the Volunteer 
forte, so that should it unHappily occur. their 
services Were ever required they could feel they 
were preparcd at a moment's notice to serve 
their country agall men shopld be able to do. 

ST. GEORGE'S |DAY. 

I have just been .reminded by the mention of 
tho date in the notice that to-day 23rd April is 
the name day of my patron Saint, Saint George 
of England. It is possible that there are some 


present here to whom the name of Saint David } 


or Saint Patrick or even that of Saint Andrew 
may appeal with greater forde, but speaking as 
a representative of the Senior Partner it appears 
to me that the remarks I haye just made should 
have special significance thrqugh being made on 


many years service gf our old friend Mr. 
Siebs. Mr. A. Vood who has also 
served for a considerable time in our committee 
has resigned on his |leaving the Hast, as 
has also wir. H. Keswick. To all these gentle- 
men the Chamber is much indebted for good 
work donein the interests of the Colony. 
THE LATE MR] MURRAY BAIN. 

At this hour yesterday, gentlemen, we were 
paying thelast mark of respect toone of our oldest 
and best known residents. Mr. George Murray 
Bain, as we all know, |has for many years, for 
more years than most /of us have been iu thi 
world, been a prominent member of our com- 
munity. Representing 
the Fourth Estate throughout his long and 
| honourable career, he cansistently showed himself 


critic, working wi all his ability - to 
further the interests of the Colony in which he 
spent so large a part of his life. In view of the 
almost unique position held by Mr. Murray 
Bain I think I am justified in thus referring to 
our friend, and I venture therefore, on behalf of 
the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce 
to :offer our most Heartfelt and respectful 
sympathy with the members of his'family who 


I beg to propose the adoption of the report and 
accounts for the year 1908. 

Mr. WuitE—I beg to second the motion, and 
in doing so I desire to congratulate the com- 
|, mittee on their work during the past year, and on 
their efforts in safeguarding the commercial and 
shipping interests of the Colony. 

Tho motion was carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Barrett, seconded by 
Mr. Ross, the folowing members were elected 
to the committee for the ensuing year :—Hon. 
Mr. A. E. Hewett, Mr. J. R. M. Smith, Hon. Mr. 
W.J. Gresson, Messrs. A. Babington, J. W. 
C. Bonnar, J. Bandow; D. BR. Law, H. A. Siebs, 
E. Shellim and H. E. Tomkins. 

The CHAIRMAN 
seconded, that the Asiatic Petroleum Co., Ld, 
of London, and Mr. F. P. Talati be elected 
members of the Chamber. . 

The motion was carried. ae 


is all the business of the meeting, I am much 
obliged for your attendance, : 
, f a 8 sme . 
A German battleship, which. not so very long 
ago, was visiting Singapore, recently called at 
Labuan. The Resident, anxious to do all he 
could for the entertainment of the visitors; on 
one of the days, organised a shooting expedition 
which was a thorough | success and very much 
enjoyed, albeit only one head of deer was shot. 
One of the officers,| eager to possess some 
memento of the shoot, said he would) much like 
| to take away the quaint-looking hunting knife 
| Which he noticed was {possessed by one of the 
| Malay beaters. When|his wish was interpreted, 


considerably exceeded our. 


which was reduced in 


‘an important section of | 


to be a courageous champion and a fearless” 


are now mourning his joss. With these remarks . 


roposed, and Mr. Law. 


The Chairman—Thank you gentlemen. That ~ 


the Malay expressed hig willingness to part with . 


the knife, whereupon the officer offered him $3 
fur the trophy which fvas readily accepted. by.. 
| the beater who assured him, in answer to his 
earnest enquiries, that }t was a genuine native 
article. The officer, much pleased;-walked. off 
with his knife, but to his amazement and to the 
Resident's ill-concealed amusement, on drawing 
the weapon from its sheath he observed inscribed 


{on the blade—“ Made| In Germany”.— Stratés. 


Times. 
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| 
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"a Chinese tailor, 


April 26, 1909.] 
' SUPREME COURT 


——-s-~>-s—__. - 
Friday, April 16th. 


In Summary JURISDICTION. 


, _TAILOR'S BILL DISPUTED, 
Lottie Kingsbry was summoned by Yau Lee, 
n for $11.75, the charge for 
making a dress. 


Defendant alleged that the jacket was a 
misfit and she declined te pay for it. She said 
also that the jacket was not made of the 
material which she supplied. When she told 
plaintiff that she would not pay for it he told 
her that she was rich enough to pay him. She 
had money but she was not going to give it 
away. . 

His Lordship asked plaintiff what he had to 
say. The defendant said the dress was not 
comfortable and would not fit. Was he willing 
to make # reduction ? 

Plaintiff—Will your Lordship ask her to put 
on the clothes and you will see. The dross is 
worn out. 
~ His Lordship (to defendant). You have not 
worn it at all ? 

Defendant—No. If he will give me a new 
front and another collar it will do. 

His omen (to plaintiff). Did: you see her 


wear it, 


Plaintiff —Yes, and my foki saw her wear it. | 


When she was at the Macistracy she put it on. 
His Lordship—Did you put it ae 
Defendant—I took it up to show it to the 

Magistrate. - 

His Lordship—Did you wear it 2 - 
Defendant—No, I had on a white dress that 


y. 

His Lordship said he was not satisfied that tho 
dress was a perfect fit and he gave judgment for 
the tailor for the amount claimed, but without 
costs. : 

A FALLING BRICK, 

C. Sequeria claimed from Lam Woo, contrac- 
tor, $1,000 as damages for injuries sustained 
through the neglect of defendant's servants, 

Mr. Goldring, who appeared for the plaintiff, 
said this was a case in which a man was hit on 
the head by a brick which fell from the top 
scaffolding at Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and 
Company's new building. - 

© case was adjourned for a week to allow 
of pleadings to be prepared. 
A LIQUIDATED CLUB. 

E. A. M. Williams, liquidator of the St, 
George’s Club, sued D. M’Cullum, formerly 
a member, for $25. Defendant did not appear, 
Plaintiff was represented by Mr. Goldring. 

Plaintiff stated that according to the mem- 
orandum of the articles of association if the 
club went, into liquidation the members were to 
contribute $25 towards the assets. Defendant 
had not paid. * 


Mr. Goldring informed his Lordship that it. 


was a company limited by guarantee, 

His Lordship—He was a member after you 
had undertaken the liquidation » 

Plaintiff—Yes, my Lord. : 
. Mi, Goldring then went into the witness box 
and stated that the defendant recently called at 
his office and asked if he was obliged to pay. 
Witness advised him that he was. Defendant 
handed him the writ and said he would pay at 
the end of the month. He would not trouble to 
come to court. 


Judgment was entered for plaintiff with costs. 


Monday, February 19th. 


In CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. 


Brerokze His Honour Sir Francis Piccotr 
(Cuig¥ Justice) 


EMBEZZLEMENT BY A BANK SHROFF. 

Yeung Kwai Leung, alias Yeung Pak Shun, 
Was arraigned on the charge of embezzling 
el Ee from the Hongkong and Shanghai 

‘Hon. Sir Henry Berkeley, K.C., acting At- 
torney-General, who was instructed by Mr. 
Dennys, jr., from the Crown Solicitor's office, 
prosecuted, and Mr. H. G. Calthrop, who was 
instructed by Messrs. Wilkinson and Grist, 
appeared for the defendant, i 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Prisoner pleaded |guilty, but asked his 
Lordship to take into! consideration his youth, 
and to deal leniently with him. 

Sir Henry Berkele 
the prisoner was oneo 
employed in the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank. 
and one of his duties was to receive money from 
persons who went to the bank to make a deposit 
On June 3rd last Sar Lim Shan went to the 


bank to deposit $54,747.71 on behalf of the 
Inspector-General of! the Imperial Chinese 
Customs. This mai paid that large sum of 
money to the prisoner, and gave him at the same 
time his paying-in bobk, which contained a foil 
and a counter foil. he prisoner received a 
cheque for 240,000 and the balance in cash. He 
got the cheque noted ps being good for its face 
value, went through the usual formalities, signed 
the paying-in slip, tae it out of the book, kept 
‘part for the bank's check and returned tho othor 
part of the slip to the depositor duly signed. 
, Che cash the prisoner pught to have paid over to 
ey note shroff ; the dheque, after being noted 
good, he ought to hdve placed ina box from 
‘which in due course jit would have been taken 
by the shroff whose duty was to remove it. In- 
stead of doing this he cashed the cheque and 
walked out of the bank. No suspicion was 
aroused until evening) when the accounts were 
being closed for the day, and it was found that 
the cash was short. 
Mr. Calthrop said \the prisoner's story was 
that after the $40,000 had been paid over to him 
he found he was $10,000 short. Then he took 
the whole amount and went to-consult a friond 
That friend was a most/unscruplous person. He 
told the defendant at once that no one would be. 
lieve his story about losing the $10,000 and tha 
he might as well take the whole lot. The frien 
took care of the $40,000 and gave the prisoner 
Bbout $2,000, and prontised to-assist him to get 
away, which he did. ‘he accused went to Cant 
.ton and then up north,! where he remained fot 
some years, rental he turned up at Shang; 
hai and was arrested? 'His Lordship could se 
that the defendant was'a very young man. H 
was only a little over twenty-one at the timo oF 
this occurrence, and a man who must have bee 
in a respectable position before he entered th 
bank. There was this! sudden temptation ; h 
had to account for $10,000 and was led away b 
this other person who was very much oldet 
than himself, and foolishly yielded to temp 
tation. This was not a caso where a ma 
had committed a series of great frauds 
but a case where a young man suddenl 
yielded to temptation. - Mr. Calthrop asked hi 
‘Lordship to view the case With all the lenienc 
he could. It was a seriaus offence, but th 
prisoner was young and Counsel thought th 
story he told was true. It was a wrong thin 
and a wicked thing to have done, but th 
prisoner yieldgd to vory strong! temptation 
Counsel coucluded by asking his Lordship t 
view the case with all merciful consideration. 
His Lordship thought he must regard the 
offence, not from the amount of money stole 
but from the nature of: the offence and th 
position which the prisoner occupied. He di 
not think he could possibly impose a lass son 


than five years’ imprisonment with hard labour, 
The Sessions were adjourned sine die. 


Tuesday, April 20th. 
= ea eer: 
In SumMaARyY JURISDICTION. 
A } 


Beroré His Honour Mr. H. H. J. 
“GOMPERTZ (Busse JUDGE). « 


The action in which Mdn Lee Chan and Co 
sued the International Banking Corporation t 
recover 3840 alleged to be due in respect of : 
bank draft, again came before the Court. 

Sir Henry Berkeley, K.C., instructed by Mr 
Otto Kong Sing appeared for the plaintiifs 
and the Hon. Mr. H. E} Pollock, K.C., int 
structed by Mr. C. D. Wilkinson (of Messrs 
Wilkinson and Grist) represented the defendan 
bank. ee ie ; 

His Lordship thought if- might be uséful-i 
this case if he stated shortly his view of the law 
It seemed to him. when hp heard the case ori 
ginally, before the pleadings, ‘that it would ba 
difficult for the plaintiify to recover as thé 
defendants were not accejjtors ‘of, the bill, and 
there was no contract. to conversion, thé 
difficulty was that: he. could,pot see ‘there wa 


C—O Bact 
—~ 
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.payee, whose name 


1 
I 
; 
1 
I 


en a 
s in defendants’ hands. 


any money of plainti 
Since then he had|considered this case, and 
other cases referred| to, and it seemed to him 


informed the Court that | that there might be| liability of the defendants 
a large number of shroffs ; for conversion of i instrument, whether or 


not they had in their hands money of the 
plaintiffs. In one of'the cases referred there was 
a demand to deliver up a cheque which had been. 
refused, but in thia case there was nothing in 
the pleadings, or in the evidence before him, to 
show that a demandjhad been Made to the de- 
fendant bank to deliver up the draft. oe 

Sir Henry Berkeley submitted that the 
defendants were not protected by the Statutes 
because the bill that they paid did not, on the 
face of it, purport tolbe endorsed by the person 
in whose favour it was drawn. ‘The bill was 
drawn in English, and made payable to the firm 
with the name in "English “Man. Lee Chan 
and Co.” : 

His Lordship—Prpbably that is the only way 
it could be drawn in Canada. 


\Sir Henry Berkeley thought it was probably: 


tlie only way. The only proper endorsement * 


which could purport to be that of Man Lee Chan 
and Co. would be the words “Man Leé Chan 
and Co.” in English . 

His Lordship— and you say that if the 
took any other endorsement they did it at’ their 
own risk ? " ; 


Sir Henry Berkelay—That is what I submit. 


Proceeding, Counsel) submitted broadly that a 
bill drawn in English in favour of the 
appeared im the body 
of the bill in “English, was not properly. 
endorsed in Chinese. If it would be pro- 
perly endorsed in Chinese, the onus lay upon 
the bank to show |that the endorsement in 


Chinese characters truly represented the name - 


of the payee, So farjas the evidence had gone, 
the plaintiffs declared that the: endorsement 
“Man Lee Chan Sing Kee,” did not represent 
the Chinese equivalent of their name in Eng- 
lish. There had Ween no evidence to the 
contrary, and the Court must therefore accept 
that. His Lordship would remember that 
Counsel had addresseti him on the question of 
bona fides, and that Mr. Pollock had suggested 
that as far as Statute 7 of 1907 went, the 
element of good faith did not enter into the 


consideration thereof| but that itiwas confined - 


to section 60 of the Bills of Exchange Act. 
That, he submitted, was: a contention which 
could not be supportdd. A banket who paid «a 


‘bill within a few days, almost hours, after hav- 


ing been informed that that bill was stolen, 
should not be held by the Court to have acted 
in good faith in the ordinary course of his 
business within the meaning of those words as 
used in the Statute. Inasmuch as good 
faith was essential to protection under the 
Statutes, this bank which paid the bill under 
the circumstances ‘detailed to the Court 
should not be protected. They refused to 
pay the slightest attention to the owner, and a 
few days afterwards they paid the money toa 
thief. After the.bayk had got notice from Mr. 
Kong Sing, when. the bill was presented they 
should have made some excuse and_sent round 
and informed Man Lee Chan and Co. that the 
bill had been presented. Man Lee Chan would 
have followed hot foat, and the thief would have 
been arrested. If his Lordship should find that. 
the bank were protected by the-Statutes, then 
Counsel would submit that they were liable in 
conversion, or for money had and received for~ 
plaintiffs’ use. If the defendants were liable in 
conversion, then they wero liable to the plaintiffs 
for the bill or its value. Ifthe bill had ‘been 
received by the plaintiffs and taken to the In- 
ternational Bank, and the bank refused to pay 
it, plaintiffs would have had no case to sua, but 
he submitted that- the fact of their paying the 
bill made all. the difference. From the facta 
before the. Court, His Lordship must draw the 
inference that the bank did admit that it had 
funds to pay this bill; because it did pay it. 

For the defeice, Mr. Pollock called Mr. F. 8. 
Clarke, cashier in the Hongkong office of the 
International Banking. Corporation. He was 
the officer who sanctioned the payment of drafts 
drawn on ‘the. b 
drafts payable to-Chinese were examined by one 
of the-shroits. Wi 


draft; for $840. The caller 


with reference to a 


said the draft was payable to Man Lee Chan,> 
. but that it had been lost or stolen in the post... 


4 


The endorsements on: 


thess. remembered a Chinese - 
calling at the bank.sometime in December. last - 


ie 


%* 


t 


342 


‘Witness was asked to stop payment, but 
said he wanted the number of the draft, the 
name of the drawing bank and the place of 
issue. When the Chinese called later on the 
game month witness advised him to communicate 
with the drawer, who would communicate with 
the drawing bank, who in turn would communi- 
cate with the bank here. The drawers wrote. 
a letter to the bank here, but it was received 
long after|the draft had been dejivered. No 
telegram corresponding with the letter was 
received. The draft was paid on January 
6th, but the Chinaman did not tell him 
the name of the drawing bank, the number 
of the draft, or the place of issue before 
he made the payment. The defendants received 
a letter from Mr. Otto Kong Sing, to which 
Mr. Brent replied. No notice in writing with 
reference to the draft was handed to witness. 
To trace this draft he would have had to go 
right through the register and the files. An 


pdex was kept in the registers with reference to 
# 


e names of the drawers, but uot with reference 
to the names of the payees. If witness had béen 
informed in this case that the drawers were the 
Bank of Hamilton, Vancouver, he could have 
traced the draft. There were from 300 to 500 
drafts paid on the same day. The draft payable 
to Man Lee Chan was initialled for payment by 
the No. 1 Shroff. On being passed to witness 
he compared the amount with the book and 
initialled it for payment. Witness did not 
connect this draft with the Man Lee Chan 
one on account of the great rush of 
business. At that time his department 
was working until nearly midnight every 
night. Towards the end of January or the 
beginning of February a Chinaman presented 
the second of exchange for payment, but witness 
wrote on it that payment had been mado of the 
first of exchange. In passing this draft for pay- 
ment, witness acted in good faith. The loss ofa 
draft for $840 was not present to his mind at‘ 
the time. 

-In cross-examination witness said that at the 
particular. moment when he paid the draft he 
had quite forgotten that he had been written to by 
the Man Lee Chan and Mr. Kong Sing about 
it. He would not call it an act of carelessness, 
as there was an exceptional rush of business at 
the bank owing to Chinese new year. If he 
had been able to trace the draft, he would have 
put a mark of caution in the register. 

id ,you not, when you received Mr. 


y 
- Kong Sing’s letter giving you the amount of the 


ill, make a mark in the register ’— Because I 
couldn’t trace the draft in the register. ' 

Is not the name Man Lee Chan in a letter of 
advice you received from Vancouver P—Yes. 

You said had you been informed that the 
drawer was the Bank of Hamilton, you could 
have traced tho bill >—Yes. 

I put it to you that in your letter of advice 
you were distinctly told that the drawer was the 
Bank of Hamilton?—That is so, but we got 
another 200 similar sheets by the same mail. 

I suggest to you that you would have looked 
up the advice if it had been a European client ? 


_ —Certainly not. 


As a matter of fact you had this information, 
but it was too much trouble to inform yourself 
of it?—Not too much trouble; too much 
business. : 

You cannot say it was physically impossible ? 
—It was physically impossible for me to do it. 

You are not the only one in the bank ?—That 

; 4 


Is 80, : 

I put it to you that it was not physically 
impossible for the International Banking Cor- 
poration to have informed itself of the 
necessary particulars after getting notice from 
the Man Lee Chan and Mr. Kong Sing P—A 
clerk was detailed to try to find the draft, but 
was unable.to do so, being very busy at the time. 

When you passed this bill for payment, so far 
as you could see there was no endorsement 
by the payee on the back of the bill?—That 


is 80. 

The fact is, you trusted to your compradore, 
who is guaranteed ?—Yes, 

Which leads, perhaps, to relaxation of 
ad aa and diligence on your part ?—Not at 


The No. 1 Shroff of the defendant bank was 
called, and gave evidence regarding the examin: 
ing and initialling of the draft in question. 

After Counsel had addressed the Court, his 
Lordship reserved judgment, 
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Wednesday, ‘April 2lst. 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 
Berore His Honour Mr. H. H. J.. 
GOMPERTZ (PuIsNe JUDGE.) 


AN HOTEL RUNNER'S CLAIM. 


i 


Messrs. Derabjee and 'Co., proprietors of the : 


King Edward Hotel, were proceeded against by 
W.H. Brown to recover $254. 75, being as to 
salary $60.00, $29. 75 as to commission, and $165 
for wrongful dismissal. 

Mr. Otto Kong Sing ‘appeared for the plain- 
tiff, and Mr. Daniels (of Messrs. Johnson, Stokes 
and Master) for the defendant. 

Mr. Kong Sing, in dpening, told the Court 
that plaintiff was an hotel runner who received 
$60 a month and commission which brought in 
$30 or $40 a month as well as free board and 
lodgings in the hotel, on March 30th defendants 
wrote to plaintiff through their solicitor giving 
him notice of instant dismissal and giving an 
account of what was due to them by plaintiff. 

Mr. Kong Sing, in outlining the reasons 
given by the defendant €o., said that there was 
no rule which prevented complainant housing a 
man in his room. 

Mr. Brown, after examination, said it was 
not his duty to go off with the launch on every 
occasion. He was well acquainted with the 
hotel rules, and knew that he was not to have 
drinks during. working! hours. When Mr. 
Dorabjee went through. the chits he stopped 
plaintiff's drinking. Witness had ladies on 
board, but could not says if they were of loose 
character. He had taken guests af such character 


to the hotel, and they had been admitted. One 


man had stayed with hint a week as his guest, 
and witness had quoted him at the lowest rates. 
Mr. Dorabjee thought that witness had been 
negligent, and asked him to pay for the loss of 
certain boxes. Witness received his salary for 
January at the beginning of February. 

Mr. A. D. Gee, mene ofthe hotel, said 
nobody had complained to witness of the 
plaintiff's conduct, and witness knew of nothing 
that would warrant def dats summary 
dismissal. 

By Mr. Daniel: If he] had heard that 
plaintiff was using the hotel ‘launch for his 
own private purposes, and taking women of bad 
repute round the harbour, he would consider 
that was good cause for dismissal. 

Mr. Daniel said plaintiff had admitted 
certain misconduct that would justify dismissal, 
and had admitted agreeing to make certain, 
payments The plaintiff had admitted having 
broken a rule of the hotel, and the fact that it 
had been overlooked did not now debar the 
defendants. : 

Mr. Gee, recalled; said that, acting on Mr. 
Dorabjee’s instructions; witness told Brown 
that unless he paid half the dost of the inquiries 
made over the lost boxes ha (Brown) would be 
dismissed. Plaintiff replied. “If I have to 
pay, well, I suppose I have to pay.” 

Mr. Kong Sing said it| was admitted the 
deductions were made in respect of $20 cash, 
and $69.15 in respect of chits) all of which were 
less than $5.. 

Mr. Daniel: They were deflucted from salary, 
and applied in the way may friend suggested. 

The case was adjourned until Monday next. 

The plaintiff stated that he did agree later 
to pay half the cost of the cable, because he un- 
derstood he would lose his position unless he did 
so. The friend he brought} to his room was 
hard up and witness allowed him to sleep on the 
sofa, ‘The man had only ong meal at the hotel. 

Cross-examined by Mr. [Daniel: Witness 
knew one of the hotel rules was that no Euro- 
pean servant was to drink in business hours. 
He had broken that rule] but the hotel 
accepted his chits, until Mareh, when they were 
stopped. He had women an the launch who 
came from a certain quarter of the town. 
Witness had brought guests like that to the 
hotel and they were accepted. 
_ Re-examined by Mr. Kong Sing : Mr. Dorab- 
ject knew witness wae signing chits from the 
beginning. The reason why He stopped witness 
was because he thought —— was signing too 
many. Itwas witness’ instructions to do his 
best for the hotel and ho-often obliged patrons 
of the hotel by taking them ‘to and from ships. 


. The coal. for the launch was supplied by the 


>payment had not yet a 


f 


| April 


coxswain, and witness paid the coxswain for the 
coal used on the day the women were ‘aboard. - 
The hesring was adjourned. : 


. Thursday, April 22nd. | 


In Siintauy JEsmDiGnoN. . 
of 


4 


Berorr His Honour Mr. H. H. J. 
Gompertz (PuIsNE JupaE.) 


Lea FOR SHARKS’ FINS. 
ction was brought by Chak Ho On against 
the] Chai Hop Yee Tong to recover $349.53, 
balance due for sharks’ fins. : 

Mr, Reader Harris (of Messrs. - Wilkinson 
and Grist) appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. 
P. W. Goldring (of Messrs. Goldring, Barlow 
and Morrell) for the defendant. 

¢. Harris said he was instructed that Mr. 
Goldring was going to consent to. judgment. 
Now he understood that the defendant was 
quite willing to consent with a stay of execution. 
Defendant claimed it was the custom of the 
trade that these goods should be paid on the 
fifth moon every year. The speaker could not 
consent to a stay of execution. | 

Mr. Goldring said the custom in the trade was 
that the debts contracted in the first month 
should be paid in the fifth month. His client 
admitted tho contract, Le said the time for 
ved, 

His Lordship—You at deny liability ? 

Mr. Goldring—No, |but I want to prove that 
it is the custom to pay in subsidiary coinage on 
the fifth moon. ms 

Mr. Harris—The Shanghai Hotel is closed. 
I don't think it likely that my cliehts will agree 
to astay of execution. 

His Lordship—It does not seem-very like it 
Then there is the other point. about taking 
subsidiary coins. 

Mr. Goldring—All, the defendants in the 
firm are substantial people. 

His Lordship—What stay are you asking 
for? - foc : 

Mr. Goldring—A fortnight, so that we can 


get some debts in. 
His Lordship—And you are willing to pay 


the money into Court ?. 
Mr. Goldring—Yes. | 


His Lordship—I dqn’t see how that helps 


ou, 

- Mr. Goldring said the remainder of the 
creditors could come down in an avalanche if 
one got judgment. There were about $3,000 
worth of debts, and ‘$2,000 odd good book 
debts; these were almost like club’ chits,’ and 
were certain to be paid, If one man got judg- 
ment now the whole lof of the creditors ould 
swoop down on his clients. whe eas 

Mr. Harris —They cannot swoop down in & 
fortnight. 

His Lordship did not think he was prepared 
to give a stay of execution. It seemed to him 
that there were other means to prevent , the 
creditors rushingin. . 5 : 

At this stage his paen adjourned the case 
until the afternoon for|further particulars, 

After tiffin, Mr. C. H. H. Beavis appeared. on 
behalf of the plaintiff. ' He stated that the case 
was adjourned from chambers on Mr. Goldring 
stating that he wished to examine the plaintiff’s 
accounts, and intimating that if he was satisfied 
there would be nothing for him to do but 
consent to judgment, 

His: Lordship—Is the subsidiary coin question - 
agreed to or not? | ; ; 

Mr. Beaves—It is not agreed to. 

Mr. Goldring—Then we'll have to go. 

His Lorship—The issue is whether there is 
a specific contract for|/payment in subsidiary 
coin or not? 

Mr. Goldring—And also whether or not it is 
the custom to give payment up to the fifth 
moon, . : 

Mr. Beavis referred his Lordship to the. 
bill, and submitted that his friend could not 
go beyond that document. If Mr. Goldring 
was going to allege that plaintiff . consented 
to the debt being dne at a later date he 
would have to produce documentary evid- 
ence: and if he intended to prove custom he 
would have to follow| the proper :method of 
doing so. | tg 

Tho buyer of the Shanghai Hotel said it was 
the custom to pay for sharks’ fins in’ subsidiary~ 
coinage during the ay moon seep 


| 


et. Rs oa Se 


A pril 26, 1909.] 

> Plain denied (het cath Goutom ctnlad. ag followa:o@ The aiveaGea of de Las emer oe Gen Gl meeauaci av Cains denied that such a custom existed. 
When the last witness bought sharks fins from 
him before, the agreement was cash on delivery, 
one week allowed. 


His Lordship give ind ent with costs for 
the plaintiff, a 


Friday, April 23rd. 


In SumMMARY JURISDICTION. 


Berore His Honour Mr. H.H. J. 
Gompertz (Puisne Jupce). 


A SEAMAN'S EMBARRASSMENTS. 

Ho Cheung, part owner of a juuk, wus before 
the Court to admit or deny several claims for 
goodr supplied. Mr. Reader Harris (of Messrs. 
Wilkinson and Grist) appeared for the defend- 
ant, while Messrs. Otto Kong Sing. ('. F. Dixon 
(of Messrs, Hastings and Hastings), and J. H. 
Gardiner (of Messrs, Brutton and Hett)  re- 
presented different plaintiffs. 

Mr. Kong Sing asked for judgment in his 
action as the claim was admitted. and the defen- 
dant might run away. 

His Lordship —W hat does it matter; you've 
got the junk ¥ 

Mr. Dixon said that Messrs. Wilkinson and 
Grist were acting for creditors as well as for the 
defendant. The other day a member of that 
ar eee to see him to pay him some money. 

Harris—We are not. We should want 
to be paid if we were creditors. not to pay you. 

Mr. Gardiner-—I also have a writ against 
this defendant. 

His Lordshij»—When do you come.on, to-day ¥ 

Mr. Gardiner—I have a writ for substituted 
service. 

Mr. Dixon—In action 413 I have an interim 
attachment. 

Mr. Harris—Simply served on the place of 
business. 

Mr. Dixon—The place of business is the junk. 

‘His Lordship—The best thing is to let these 
actions stand over until to-morrow morning, 
Mr. Harris will then know his client's views. 

Mr. Kong Sing—Mr. Harris ought to know 
now, as his client 1 is here. 

Mr. Harris+I don't think one day makes any 
difference. You will know all ubout it to- 
morrow morning. 

Mr. Dixon—This man knew of these proceed- 
ings ten daysago. If Mr. Harris comes here 
with insufficient instructions he ought to take 
the consequences. 

Mr. Harris—Do you want judgment against 
me ? 

Mr. Kong Sing—My intention this morning 
was to ask for immediate execution and sale. L 
also have an interim attachment against this 
junk, 

His Lordship— ‘Ul you people wha come ou 
to-day ought to rank par! pussu. 

Mr. Kong Sing—I submit not. 

Mr. Dixon—Are you goiug to try to get in 
before me? 

Mr. Kong Sing—Mr. Disor has precedence. 

Mr. Harris—T think the plaintiffs appear to 
have got all they want for the present. They 
can now wait until to-morrow morning. 

His Lordship—Yes. I will take the case to- 
morrow morning. 


THE DELIMITATION OF MACAO. 


The following is translated from the Macao ! 


newspaper Vida Nova :-- 


“Tt appears that at Shanghai a mecting of | 


Chinese from Canton has been held in order to 
discuss the Macao boundaries question, the meet- 
ing being held at the request of the Canton 
Self-Government Society. It was resolved at 
the meeting to send a reply to Canton that due 


attention will be given to the matter und that j 


the latest information was required for their 
guidance, 

“ Fortunately, a long correspondence signed 
by a “ Portuguese ” has appeared in the N.-C. 
Daily News contradicting the unfounded char- 


ges made by the Canton Society against the Por- | 


tuguese re territorial invasion and demonstrat- 


ing that the. intention of the Self-Government | 


Society, as it was formulated in the meeting, 
was not to discuss the question of the delimita- 
tion but their aim was to expel the Portuguese 
from Macao. What they demanded was 


a 


CHINA toon] CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. |S TRADE REPORT. 


as follows:=—“The revocation of the Luso- 
Chinese treaty negotiated at Pekin in 1887 
between the Portuguese Minister and Prince 
Ching and the Chinese Minister Sun, 
by which China has ebfimed Art. IT of the 
Lisbon Protocol dated the 26th March 1887 
recognizing the occupation and government of 
Macao and its dependen¢ies by Portugal. Second: 
ly, the retrocession of |Macao, or in the alterna- 
tive, the re- -imposition of the annual tax and thd 
acknowledgment of China's Sovereignty over 
the Colony. Should these demands be refused! 
then the Society desireil that measures should be 
a lopted to enforce the fame. 

“Tt is believed that'the Chinese Government | 
will not and cannot ¢ndorse such pretentions 
from the Self-Government Society, which re+ 
presents no authority on the question at issu 
and is quite ignorant of the history of Mecel 
The Chinese Government are bound by sclema 
engagements in the matter such as the protocol 
of Lisbon and the Lus¢-Chinese Treaty of 1887, 
as said above, and |ihe mutual accord re- 
cently celebrated at Lishon between the Chines 
Minister and the Portuguese Minister { 
Foreign Affairs. It isthowever, dreadful to no 
how the Chinese agitators fail to speak th 
truth ! We can assure|them that on the part af 
Portugal there las heen the least violatio 
of the ‘Treaty of 1887; not one inch of Chinese 
land was ever occupied by the Portuguese singe 
the signing of the Treaty. The agitators wish 
that the old wall of the C ‘ity he considered * ‘ thie 
limit of Macao,’ but beyond this wall in the 

“Guia " mountain, the well known Guia fodt 
was built in the year 1637!—The village 
Mongha was already ceenjied, when in 18 
the ‘Buylish ceme tery was built behind the 
Pagoda of the same villaye. The forts 
Mongha and D. Maria were built in 1851. THe 
village of Lung-tin-chiin lies 100 metres fro 
the * Flora” palace. the summer residence df 
the Governor of Macao. This building was 
erected in 1848 by a Portuguese priest, Fp. 
Almeida and it was subsequently transferrdd 
to the Government a the administratian 


ef Vice -dmiral Sergid da Souza between 
872 and 1873. 
“The littl: huts of) Lung-tin-chiin were 
expropriated) in 1907. tfeir awners receiving 
the equivalent value in cash, oi in const- 
quence of an epidemia of plague they were op- 


| 
de red by the Government}to he burnt down. 
- In the vicinity of Jap-seak, where there 


rd 


the fine asylum for the ofphans under the cate 
of Santa Casa, close to theeemetery of S. Migudl. 
All the sheds, huts &e., 
Public Works Dept. and the 


there, while digging the 
to the Chinese “Hospital 


decet 
take charge of them, the ; heing burie od hy the 


were bought by the 
human bones found 
ground, were se 
Committee in ord 


that the relatives of the ased. if any. might 
Committee in the cemetery by the Hospital 
Committee at Cathay ‘Yhere is still tiis 


cemetery as evidence What we say, 
hones were never thrown) in’ the sea, as fals 
| stated at the meeting. ‘The suburban villas ex 
referred to by the speaker at the meeting at 
Canton, for instance. jSakong, Salitan and, 
San Kin, have been oe :upied by the Portngudse 
from time immemorial! The Salitan’ algas 
Patane as we now call its which lies in front lof 
the Camvoes grotto, dad formerly numerous Port- 
usruecse houses and it whs surmised that this 
site was where the first Portuguese established 
themselves when they] arrived at Macao. 
| Pataneand Tarrafeiro were formerly Enropenn ; 
districts where the wealthy people used to live. 
After a long time they transferred thyir 
residence to the Prava (rraude. 
| © +H these villages were situated within 
[ houndary of * Porta Carco™ alias Kuan-cli 
barrier, which the Chinese Government madefin | 
1573 to divide Macao fro 


shan. Close tothix Porta do Cerco there is no 


r I 


ra 


stone some tens of yeays before the signing; of 
the Treaty of 1887. . 

~ It is of importance tp bring to the noti:z pee 

the jiublic in general a tue Governor! of 

mentioned by the 

Testing was sent: to 


Ktantung, Ung-tai- che 

speaker at the Cantoa, 
x ect Government to 
ne complaints made by 


! Macao in 1887 by the 
find out the truth of 
the Heungshan people and after verifying de 
risu the land occupied! by the Portuguese, ‘he 
made his Report. It was upon his” Report that 
the Peking Governmen resolved to sign the 


ES 


‘at all. 


the district of Heung- 


Portuguese Guard station built of btick amd , 


Treaty of 1887. Consequently the Chineso 
Government was well informed of the whole 


facts. This narrative will enlighten the self- 
government Society and convince them of 
their gross error. 
_MACAQ, | 
$+ 
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R 
April 23d. 


STEAMERS DELAYED! 

This is the season of the year when the need 
for the dredging of the harbour is daily em- 
phasised. Owing fo the low tidesithe arrival of 
the steamers from Ganton and Hongkong are 
delayed and much inconvenience results. The 
Cunton steamboats which are due at night 
are unable to enter the harbour until 
the morning, and yesterday the Suz Tai, for. 
the first time this year, got stuck on the mud 
opposite the Light-house and did not get to 
her berth until about eight o'clock. 

STRHET STALLS. 

Is it not time that in the interests of the 
shopkeepers, ‘the Leal Senado ‘placed some 
restriction on the nnmber of licenses for street 
stalls? These stalls are now (scattered all 
over the city. Why should the Leal Senado 
grant licenses for stalls which aré run as open- 
eating houses, encouraging competition against 
the restaurants which pay large contribu- 
tions to the city coffers by reason of the 
fact that they are on the list of house-holders ? 
Last. year some authprity placed testrictions on 
this abuse of the stall- -holder's license, but of late © 
there seems to have been a reversion to the 
old state of things, and the number of stalls in 
the public thoroughfares has become an intoler- 
able nuisance. 


‘THE HIDDEN LIGHT. 

A new lintarn for the Guia: Fort arrived six 
or xcyen weeks ago, and has remained carefully 
packed in its case in the Government godown. 
I hope it will not be forgotten, like the 
seismograph which) came out some years ago 
and still remains in its packing case. 

MAGAO'S RIVAL. 
Great numbers of Chinese left the city to 


attend the ceremony of inaugurating the new 
Port of Heungchow see 


" CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE CHINESE BURIAL GROUNDS. 


[TO THE EDITQR OF THE ‘ HONGKONG 
DAILY PRESS.’ | 


. 


Sik,—Your correspondent “ Omega” doubt- 
less scored a point when he quoted from Con- 
incms to show that it was against the teaching 
of the sage for the Chinese to desire to 
beautify their burial places. The point may 
have been good against Mr. Lan Chu Pak 
us a disciple of the great teacher, buf your 
correspondent overlooks the fact that most 
Chinese have no distinctive religion. They have 
absorbed the teachings of Buddha, of Confucius, 
of the Taoists, with the result that they ‘have no 
particular creed. |They merely follow certain 
customs, certain observances, and do not regard 
themselves as religionsists. Were it otherwise 
the Government might be asked to provide 
cemeteries for the Buddhists, for the followers of 
i Confucius, and for the Taoists. 

The question’ of proper cemeteries ‘for the 
We hinese has not béen approached courageously 
The authonities for some reagon or other 
; seem to be afraid of it. When the better class 
‘Chinese recently sought a burial place for their 
; dead, for which they were willing fo pay a 
reasonable price, they learned that the Govern- 
went did not approve of tne, site suggested at 
Pokfulum, but no reasons were given. Surely _ 
the better class Chinese, whom the Government 
wish.to- settle here, have some claims for con- 
sideration in this respect.— Yours, ete.,: 

ALPHA. 


| 


1 


Senator Stone de Missouri has introduced 

bill in the United States Congress providing 
for unconditional free trade between the Philip- 
pines and the United States and for the 
independence of the Islands at the end of fifteen 
years—1924, 3 


ew. om. 


COMPANY MEETINGS. | 


+> + | 


THE UNION INSURANCE SOCIETY 
OF CANTON LD. . 


The thirty-sixth ordinary meeting of share- 

holders in the Union Insurance Society of 

Canton, Id.,-was held at the offices of the 

Society, No. 2,:-Queen’s Buildings, on the 

21st instant. Mr. E. Ormiston presided, 

and there were also present Messrs. W. 
{ Hebns, E. G. Barrett. J. W. C. Bonnar, 
| A. Forbes, (Directors), C. Montague Ede. 


(Secretary), C. H. Rose. J. A. Jupp. A. B. 

Rouse, F. Maitland, D. B. Murray. C. FE. H. 

Beavis, F. B. Deacon. W. L. Pattenden, C. G. 
i 8. Mackie W. Hutton Potts, H. FL Carmichael, 
2 D. D. Gasdar, BR. H. Crofton. J. Barton, W. H. 

Wickham, Ho Fook, F. Smyth. L. Robert, E. 

Georg, 8. G. Newall, F. P. Hett and L. 
i Berindoague. 


The Secretary read the notice calling the 
meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlemen. I propose 
with your permission to follow the usual pro- 
cedure and take the report as read. It has been 
in your hands for some weeks and has no‘doubt 
been carefully studied by you. In order to make 
a& true comparison between the 1907 fignres 
now before you and those of 19 ‘6 presented last 
f year, you must bear in mind the fact that 

- exchange has fallen a further penny which 
accounts for the whole increase in our Premium 

Income of $191,000; it is therefore more ap- 

parent than real. Although trade was greatly 
depressed, the year was as profitable as conld he 
expected; in fact if you compare our figures 
with those published by companics of the samo! 
marnitute as ourselves you will I feel sure come | 
to the conclusion that your interests have been | 
very well cared for. We have a divisible! 
balance of $680,000. and this vour Directors . 
propose to deal with as follows:—To pay a 
final dividend of $17 per share on account of 1907, ! 
making the full dividend for that year ~47 and to . 
carry forward the large balance of £469,000 to 
Underwriting Suspense Account. which figure I 
can assure you is more than ample to provide 
for any possible losses. It has heen our 
practice in past years, as far as was humanly . 
possible not to underestimate losses and this'plan ' 
has been adhered to as regards the year now : 
being dealt with. but as our uew system of. 
working has only been in force since the begin- 
ning of 1906 it is difficult to foretell with 
accuracy what the third and fourth vears 
settlements will amount to; we have therefore } 
deemed it wiser to provide an additional ; 
margin of safety over estimates by carrving | 
forward, in a liquid form. a larger amount than- 
at present seems uecessary. instead of placing it 
to Reserve Fund, and [ feel sure that this 
policy which is dictated by prudence will meet | 
with your cordial approyal. The figures for ! 
1908 as shown in the Report are satisfactory ' 
i as far as they go. The first vear's loss settle- 
ment shows a decrease of one per cent. as | 
compared with the previons year and: 
we feel that we can quite safely recommend ' 


the declaration of an interim dividend of : 
830 per share on account of 1908 and: 
the payment of a bonus of 20 per cent. ; 


to contributors. The falling off in takings, ' 
need give you no anxiety for if you study the ; 
publish results of the underwriting of many of | 
our Home competitors you will find that those | 
with a reduced premium income have made the ! 
best profits, for ina dreadful year such as had | 
just passed when as the direct result of bad | 
trade competition ran riot and rates in many 
directions were cut down below a paving : 
level, careful management dictated that 
the worst paying accounts should be aban- 
doned; this points to safety and the 
maintenance of results such as shareholders 
in this Society have learned to look for. We 
have old and fried officers in charye of our 
chief Branches: and it must be gratifying to 
you to note that they have not been tempted to 
depart from the wise policy of the Company and 
engajre in a blind scramble for business at any 
price such as, I am afraid, has been charac- 
teristic of the year now over There are signs 
that, owing to. the disastrous experience of the 
underwriting world generally the tendency of 
rates is upwards ; already in certain directions 


. premium income, it pelea clear however that 


: member of the staff will, I 


i 
H 
i 
i 
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an improvement has taken place and we hope { 


that such improvement will become general. 
The incidence of totdl losses of first class 
liners has been one of the features of 1908 and 
our Reinsurance Fund Which was established to 
provide for just such an eventuality has automa- 
tically come into play.f The fund has grown 
steadily during normal |!years and may be ex- 
pected to increase again as years go on. To-day 
it equals our capital. ‘The report before you 
gentlemen is in itself a good one and you are to 


be congratulated on the outturn of a yea 


which to- many others has not been so 
profitable. You will; be glad to hear 
that we have not | forgotten our staff 


and have voted a bonus of 15 per cent of a 
year's salary to the Provident Fund of each 
member who is in our service at the end of this! 
month. Before propesine the adoption of the 
Report and Accounts I khall be glad to kuow if 
any sharcholder wishes to ask any questions. 

No questions were asked and the CHAIRMAN 
moved the adoption of the report and accounts | 
as presented. 

Mr. C.H. Ross in secontling said :—Gentle- 
men,—I feel sure all of! you have listened with 
the greatest interest to the Chairman's speech, 
which to my mind ig a lear and comprehensive. 
statement of the working of the Society during. 
the periods concerned.‘ After two years, snch' 
as 1907 and 1908,—veark [ may mention fraught! 
with exceptional difficulties to Underwriters —it 
must, I think, he particularly e¢ratifying to Share-: 
holders, to find that ‘the So¢iety’s experience of 
the business of year 1907 permits of the payment. 
of an increased final dividend for that year. 


while its forecast of tre nltimate result of opera- 


tions for 1908 warrant the lrecommendation by 
the Board of the usval Interim. Dividend and 
a Bonus of 20 per cent. to Contributors, Ti 
am glad of the Chairnian’s assurance that 
although no addition has been made to the 
Reserve Fund. further claims have been amply 
provided for, by the sum! which.—as he ex- 
plainel—is to he kept in p more liquid form. 
In view of the period of idepressed trade 
through which the warld jgenerally has been 
passing, and in spita of the counteracting 
influence of the fall in silver, we might reasor: 
ably have anticipated a ee largely reduced 


its maintenance has not been «t the cost ofl 
quality of the business done. as is evidenced hy. 
the fact to which attention has just heen| 
drawn, that the Ratio of the first year's 
loss settlements.” of | ths partienlariy bad| 
year, is lower than than .of the year before. 
Gentlemen, this augurs well for the future. 
and I think our best thanks are due to those 
gentlemen who have so ably superintended the 
Society's buxiness during these deplorably: 
trying times. ‘Lhe bonus of 15 per cent of a 
year's salary to, the Provilent Fund of each 
feel sure, meet with 
your hearty approval. Turning to the front: 
page of the report, I think| you will all notice’ 
with much pleasure that thé name of Mr. W. J 
Saunders ix now included in those forming the: 
London committee. ocietr owes much! 
to this gentleman, and <I] feel sure his able 
counsel will be of much value to the London 
Board. Geutlemen, I-hare much pleasure in 
seconding the adoption pf the réport and! 
accounts as presented to you this day, 

Mr. Bravis proposed {the re-election of 
Messrs C. R. Lenzmann W] Helms as Directors. 

Mr Tratrmawn seconded land the motion was 
agrreed to. 

On tho motion of Mr. Jupp, seconded by Mr. 
MAITLAND, Messrs. W. [Hutton Potts an 
A. R, Lowe were re-appointed auditors, 

The CHAIRMAN—Gentleman, that is all the 
business. Dividend warraits will be sent ou 
to-morrow. . 

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING, 
_ An extraordinary general meeting was held 
immediately after the unmadl meeting, the sam 
shareholders being present with the exception o 
Messrs. J. A. Jupp and W.JH. Wickham. 

The SECRETARY read the notice convenin 
the meeting. * 

The CHAIRMAN said +—Gentlemen The 
advertised time of the Extkaordinary Meeting 
being already passed I willl naw call upon th 
Secretary to read the noticg convening it. For 
some time past your Directors hare had under| 
consideration the existing fprm of the Society's! 
Memorandum and Articles] these were origin-| 


- years ago: when the 

to make the Mem- 

as short as possible. 

The terms of the “objects” clause, usually 

being confined to a very limited statement of 

the purpose for which a Company was incor- 

porated and no attemp{ made to take the many 

other. incidental powers, the occasion for tho 

exerciso of which, hase frequently arisen. 

Modern methods are the exact antitheses of the 

old practice and provide not only such powers 

as for the time being appear necessary but also 

such as may possibily be desirable in the future 

and this seems the preferable course in view of 

the trouble and expense involved in effecting 

alterations in Memoranda of Association which 

unlike those in the Articles require the sanction 

of the Court even after:adoption by shareholders. . 
The revised- Memorandum which is now sub-- 
mitted to you for adoption embodies not only 

such incidental powerg as present occasion sug- 

gests but.also such otlers asthe future may call 

for, .As regards the Articles of Association 

these have been generally modernised and 

brought into line with the existing practice of 

tha Society in several'respects, certain desirable 

additions made, and of er provisions which were 

unworkable omitted. Your Directors believe 
that in their amended form the Memorandum 
and Articles will mget all practical require- 
ments and call for no further alterations for 
many years to come. Shareholders'in all parts 
of the world outside Hongkong have been given 
the opportunity of perusing the Memorandum 
and Articles in their present fom and have 
unanimously approved of them. I will now put 
the Resolution .— | 4 

“hat the Memorandum and Articles of 
Association of the Society be respectively ex- 
tended, alterdd and emenied go ag to read as 
shown in the print! signed forl the purpose 
of identification by | the oe of thik 
Meeting and that ‘such extended, altered 
and amended’ Memorandum nd Articles 
of Association be henceforth adépted as. the 
Memorandum and Articles of Association of the 
Society to the -exclusion of thosb heretofore 
prevailing.” | 

Mr. Mackie seconded, and the motion was 
carried. : 

‘Lhe CHatauin— tat completes to-day’s 
business, Gentlemen.| I’am obliged to you for 
your attendance. There will be a confirmatory 
meeting on May 7th 4t 12.30 p.m. . ‘ 

| 
THE CHINA TRADERS' INSURANCE 
cq. LD. 
A ! : 

The: forty-third ordinary meeting of Share- 
holders of the China Traders’ Insurance Co. Ld. © 
was held at the offices of the Company No. 2 
Queen's Buildings | on the 21st instant 
Myr. E..Ormiston presided and there were - 
also present Messrs.!E, G. Barrett, J. W. C. 
Kounar, J. W. Bandow, C. S. Gubbay, W. 
Heuas, A. Forbes, H.. A. Siebs, (Directors). 
C. -Montague Ede |Secretary), A. ». Rouse 
H. Hunter, H. J. M. Carvalho, B. M. C. Cunha 
V. L. Remedios, A. H. S. Alves, J, A. Carvalho, 
J. EF... Barros and J. Gardner. 

The SECRETARY read the notice calling the 
meeting. ; 7 

The CHAIRMAN said:—Gentlemen, I ‘will 
with your permission take the report as 
read. A comparison of the years 1906 and 1907 
shows an increase in |net premium of the latter 
which is almost entirely’due to the fall in 
exchange. Interest in 1907 shows an increase 
$20,000 which is satisfactory. Turning to the , 
othet side of the account you will gee that there 
is little or no variation in commissions, 
charges etc. while) losses paid shows an 
increase of $150,000, the increase in the dollar 
figure as in the case jof takings heing largely 
due to exchanze, the balance carried forward 
is $53,000 less and mh to $359,000 which 


Wwe propose to deal with as follows :— to pay a 
final dividend of $1.50 per share, to add £8,000 
to Reinsurance Fund|and to carry| forward the 
balance of $231.000 to Underwriting Suspense 
account. .~s regards 1908 accoynt there is 
a falling off in premium of $68,000 and in 
interest $15,000 while on the other side of the 
account losses and claims paid aré smaller by 
244,000, while the balance carried forward is 
only $8,000 less than the previous year. On the 
whole we consider the figures very satisfactory 


l 
| 
' 


_Lenzmann and W. Helms be 
- Directors. 


‘the conclusion of the annual meeting the same 


and we therefore recommend the payment 
of an interim dividend of $3 per share on 
account of 1908 and a bonus to contributors of 
20 per cent carrying forward the balance, 
Mr. Eps proposed that Messrs. 


Cc. R. 
re-elected 


Mr. Hunter seconded and the motion was 
carried, ; 

On the motion of Mr. Eve seconded by Mr. 
CARVALHO, Messrs. H. U. Jeffries and A. R. 
Lowe wero re-appointed Auditors. 

Mr. EpE proposed the confirmation of the 
election of the following members to tho 
Directorate :— Messrs. C. 8. Gubbay, A. Forbes, 
H. A. Siebs and G. Friesland, t 

Mr. Rouse seconded aud the motion was 
agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN—That, Gentlemen, is all the 
business: Dividend warrunts will be sent out 
to-m6rrow. 

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 
An éxtraordinary general meeting was held at 


shareholders being present. 

The SECRETARY read the notice convening 
the. meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlemen. The 
existing Memorandum und Articles of Assucia- 
tion of the Company have lately been the 
subject of your Directors’ attention. The 
Company was founded as long ago as 1865 
when, what is now deemed old fashion Me- 
moranda of Association were in vogrue. 
The Union Insurance Society of Canton, 
Ld. have just passed a resolution with a view 
of bringing their Memorandum and Articles of 
Association up to date. It is very convenient 
that the constitution of this Aompany should 
be on all fours with that of the Union Insurance 
Society of Canton, Ld.. and it is proposed to 
give effect to this by the amended form of 
Memorandum and Articles now before you. T 
wil now put the resolution:--.-That the 
Memorandum and Articles of Assuciation of the 
Company be respectively extended. altered 
and amended sous to read ax shown in the print 
signed for the purpose of identification by the 
Chairman of this Meeting and that such ex- 
tended, altered and amended Memorandum and 
Articles of Association be henceforth adopted 
as the Memorandum and Articles of Associa- 
tion of the Company to the exclusion of those 
heretofore prevailing.” 

Mr. Rouse seconded and the motion was 
carried unanimously, 

The Cuarrman—That completes to-day’s 
business Gentlemen. I am obliged to you for 

our attendance. There will be a Contirmatory 
Meating on 7th May at 12.45 p.m. 


HONGKONG ELECTRIC CO, LD. 


The twentieth ordinary general meeting of 
shareholders in the Hongkong Electric Co. Ld., 
was held at the Company's offices, St. George's 
Building, at noon on April 24th. Mr. J. W.C 
Bonnar presided, and there were also present, 
Messrs. E. G. Barrett (directors), W. H. 
Wickham (General Manager) Dr. J. W. Noble, 
and Messrs. If. F. Carmichael, J. Owen Hughes, 
G. J. B. Sayer, E. W. Terry. Leung Yan Po, 
R. Robarts, O. Baptista, L. E. Ozorie, To Tso 
Hing, and Leung Wing Sang. 

The SEcReTaRyY read the notice 
the meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN said :—Gentlemen the report 
and statement of accounts having been in your 
hands for- some days, I propose, with your 
permission, to take them as read. Your 
directors have pleasure in submitting these 
accounts, showing as they do, the results of a 
successful year’s working. The balance at the 
credit of working account amounts to 
$152,381.49, as compared with $156,599.32, the 
result of the previous twelve months’ working. 
At the first view this would seem to point toa 
retrograde movement in the affairs of the Com- 
pany, but such can hardly be considered to be the 
case when the facts are examined. It willbein the 
recollection of shareholders that the Company 
reduced their scale of charges for clectric 
power at the commencement of the year under 
review, entailing an immediate loss of some 
15 per cent. in the revenue derived from this 
service. You will also notice that the amount 
charged for agency and office expenses has this 
year been increased to $8,000 from the figure~ 
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of $6,000, at which it thas stood since the Com- 
pany’s year ending 30th April, 1903. Your 
Board have sanctioned; this increase on account 
of the considerable qxtensions in the Com- 
pany’s operations that! have taken place in the 
meantime. When I mention that in the inter- 
val of six years the number of the accounths 
issued annually for {collection have nearly 
trebled. you will realize that this entails a larger 
expenditure both for sleet assistance and for 
shroffs, and I trust this increased remuneration 
to theagents will meet with the approval of share- 
holders. Turning to the profit and loss account, 
the balance ut credit, including the amount 
brought forward from last year, amounts .to 
$161,702.92. After ddducting $3,000 for direc. 
tors’ fees, a sum of $158,702.92 remains avail- 
able for appropriation, which your directors 
propose to deal with as follows:—To pay 
a dividend of 10 Tye cent., say $1.00, 
per share -on 60,0 shares, 

to pay a bonus of 2 per cent.. say 20 cents, per 
share on 60,000 shares, $12,000.00; to write 
off plant account for | depreciation, $66,382.15 ; 
to write off property account for depreciation, 
$11.043.99 ; to pay a bonus to staff, $4,081.30; to 
carry forward to next account, $5,195.48; mak. 
ing a total of $158,702.92. I trust this pro- 
posal will have your sanction and approval, 
following out as it ddes the policy which your 
Board has i ehtch eco for many yeurs 


$60,000.00; 


past and to which the continued prosperity 
and progress of the col 

ance of the dividend to shareholders may be 
largely attributed. Tho success of the new 
Diesel engine plant!renders it essential to 
write off a substantial amount from the value 
of the older steam plant and the chanses an 
alterations we propose making in the neat 
future in the station buildings renders it equally 
hecessary to write down buildings and property. 
Some shareholders may have noticed the omis- 
sion from the report of the usual statement af 


ipany'and the mainteu- 


the equivalent number of lamps, &c., connected 
to the company’s system. ‘This arises, not from 
any desire to wi 


hold'infgrmation on the point, 
but because “owing to fecout changes, and 
amougst thése the inttodu¢tion of metallic fila- 
ment lamps. it is impossible to say with any 
approach tu accuracy what is the equivalent 
number of lumps connected. For the informa- 
tion of shareholders; I may say that the 
rate of increase in the amount a electric 
power sold to consumers shows a distinct ad- 
vance over that of the previous year and this 
extended use may no dqubt be attributed in 
some part to the reduction in charges before 
mentioned. As regards the prospect for the 
present year, the extended use of the more ecun- 
omical metallic filament lamps may for a time 
result in a decreased consumption of electric 
current, but I trust that any falling off in this 
respect will be more than compensated by the 
connection of new consumers who may be ex- 
pected to be attracted by the lessened cost Gf 
electric lighting. The number of electric lifts 
and arc lamps connectéd rémains the sameas last 
year, viz., 24 and 85, respettively. The erection 
and adjustment of the two Diesel alternatér 
sutx. in progress at the date of our last annual 
general meeting, was subject to various delays go 
that the sets were not brought into regular work 
ing until July last. ith the exception df 
minor troubles, which have been or are in process 
of rectification, the sets hdve given Satisfactory 
service and the economy in fuel cost resulting 
from their use ’has justified their ‘adoption. 
Your Board have chase off sanctioned negotia- 


tions for the purchase ofa third set of similat 
power, and trust if all goes well that this set 
may be in course of erection this time next 
year. In order to provide room for this set we 
hope to dispose of two pf the old steam i 
and it is intended during the coming wintér 
to complete the reconstriction of the engine 
room, partially carried Jout in 1907. The 
completion of this work has had to be de- 
layed until after the erpction and bringing 
into service of a new] switchboard which 
may be_ expected to bp delivered shortly; 
During the last winter rae have been laid, 
extending the Company's distribution system 
as far as West Point, where we hope to get a 
number of new consumers amongst the Chinese. 
This extension, now being connected up, dis- 
places a portion of the old overhead distribution, 
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Gentlemen, all these alterations 
and extensions, which are advisable in order to 
maintain the efficiengy of the company’s service 
will, of course, entail 2 considerable mount of 
expenditure on capital account. Fortunately, 
it has not been necessary so far to’ call for fresh 
capital and you may rely on your Directors 
doing everything in| their power: to postpone 
increasing the capitgl of the company for as 


-€ 


coming winter. 


of the report and acpounts, I shall be 


to answer any questions that shareholders may — 


wish to ask, | j 
No questions being asked, the CHAIRMAN. 
proposed the adoption of the report and accounts 
as presented. 
Dr. NoBLE seconded, and the notion’ was 
agreed to. 
On the motion of Mr. Saver seconded by 
Mr. Ronarts, Messrs. J. W. C. Bonnar and E. 
G. Barrett were re-elected to the flirectorate. - 

The confirmation of the appoihtment of the 
Hon. Mr. W. J. Gresson to the Board of 


Directors in place of Mr. H. Keswick, was agreed | 


to on the motion of|Mr. Hughes, seconded by 
Mr. Carmichael. ‘ 

Messrs. W. Hutton Potts and J. Cox 
Edwards were re-appointed auditors on the 
motion of Mr. ‘erry, seconded by Mr. 
LeuNG YAN Po. 

The CHAIKMAN—That is all the business, 
gentlemen, I fam mnch obliged to you for your 
attendance. Dividend warrants will be 


on Monday, and can be had-on application. 


THE YANGISZE INSURANCE 
ASSOCIATION LD. 


| 
ANNUAL MEETING. 


The nineteeth ordinary general meeting of 
the te company was held at Shanghai on the 
16th inst. | ; 

Mr. J. M. Young, (Chairman) presiding over 


the ocgasion of our annual general meeting - 


on the/course cf our business ‘since we met 
on April 28 last year Your-directors are 
very pleased to be able to present accounts show- 
ing what they feel sure you will consider very 
satisfactory results, especially in a year charac- 
‘terized | by almost universal depression in busi- 
ness all] the world over and which still exercises 
its baneful influences in many directions, The 
balance at credit of working actount 1907 & 
former lyears is $284!928,77 againkt $128,802.74 
the previous year, and as stated] in the Report 
the directors recommend the payment of a 
dividend of 20 per vent on the whole of the Paid- 
up-Capital of 12, Shares, yiz.:—$12 per 
share, |which will ‘absorb $144,000, to place 
$50.000 to the credit of Re-ingurance Fund, 
and 80,000 to credit of Building Reserve 
Fund and to carry forward the’ balance of 
$80,928.77 which is.|considered ample to meet 
any claims outstanding against 1907 and years 
previous. 

Reserve Fund.—- This Fund remains at 
$1,070,000. As I stated, however, at last year’s 
Meeting, it isthe intention of your Directors 
to resume making additions to same when we 
ther Reserve Funds suffi- 


have built up our 
ciently! 
Re-insurance Fynd.—Has been increased 
during the year by $45,37303 and after adding 
the $5,000 recommended in the Report, 
will amount"to $294,4 5.52 against $199,032.49 


this time last year, which you will no 
doubt | consider fisfactory. In my re 
marks jat the lasf annual general meet- ~ 


ing I informed you that we had won our 
case'against one of the London Companies that 
reinsurpd part of the Association’s line by the 
str. Nigretia whith was captured by the 
Japanese during the war, but the reinsuring’ 
Company had appealed against the decision of 
Judge |Bigham. Ijam pleased to be able to 
inform| you that the decision of the Appeal 
Court was in favourjof the Association, so that 

nt . : ; 
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long as possible. Before proposing the adoption 
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this old outstanding case is now finished with. 
Hear! Hear!) We have no losses or claims 
now outstanding on account of War Risk 
lesses, but it} seems probable that we shall 
have something to recover in respect of 
unlawful captures when the Governments con- 
cerned have given their final decisions. These 
decisions, as you are aware, take time, bat we 
are not without hope that we shall recover our 
losses in one or two instances, which losses? of 
course, have been paid and finish with as far as 
our accounts are concerned some years ago, so 
that anything recovered will be so much to tho 
good. (Hear! Hear‘) 

Working Account 1908. The net premia 
earned during the year ending December 31, 
1908 amount to $1,151,513.63 against $920,085.14 
for the previous year, beiug an increase of 
$911,428.49 which I feel sure you, will think 
satisfactory considering the continued dull 
state of trade, which most of our contributors 
have experienced during last year. 

The balance of working account for 1908 is 
$707,637.03 being $167,675.89 more than the 
previous year, while I am pleased to say pending 
claims against known losses are only 350,000 

‘more than this time last year. 

With this large increased credit balance your 
directors felt they were quite justified in re- 
commending the payment of a special dividend 
of 5 per cent. out of interest earned during 
1908, notwithstanding tha fact that the capital 
has been increased and that the dividends 
of 25 per cent. which we are recommend- 
ing you to declare this year will cost $180,000 
against $120,000 last vear. The Claims Paid 
Account, 1908, amounts to 8$337.118.16 
or 29.80 per cent. of the premium income against 
32.39 per cent. for the previous year. 

The commissions and expenses are 16.86 per 
cent., a slight improvement over 1907 when they 
amounted to 17.70 per cent. of the premium 
income. You are unfortunately aware that 
trade has been very dull during the past two 
years, and those who take an interest in the 
working of Marine Insuratee Companies and 
have read the reports and letters regarding same 
in the newspapers will have learnt that Marine 

-’ Insurance Companies in all parts of the world as 
well ag Lloyd's Underwriters hare been ex- 
periencing disastrous years during 1907 and 
1908, and there is good reason to believe that 
the heavy losses underwriters have had 
to meet will have some beneficial effects on 
rates in the future, as combined action among 
Underwriters is already being taken to increase 
Marine Increase rates in certain trades where 
they have of late years by competition been 
forced down to a point hitherto unknown. 
Your Association has been fortunate enough to 
pass through these bad years without experien- 
cing many of the heavy losses with the result 
that we are presenting to you to-day a record 
Report and Balance Sheet, and if we can do 

, this when times are bad I trust we shall also be 
able to do so when times improve, (hear! hear ') 
but at the same time [I must warn you 
that all Marine Insurance Companies experi- 
ence bad years at some period of their 
existence, but-we will hope the Association's 
good fortnue’ will continue and that the 
bad years-are still a long way off, and in the 
meantime it will be the duty of your Directors 
to use every endeavour to continue to build up 


--the Reserves so as to minimize the effect of a 


temporary reversal of fortune when it dodas 


page of the report you will see that the 


Association now has it’s own offices in Sydney | 


and Seattle. The Association is very ably 
represented at these ports and also at all its 
agencies and branches, and is in a sounder 
- position to-day than ever it was, and with the 
, continued support of it’s shareholders, let us 
- trust that it will continue to prosper and that 
better times may also be near at hand both for 
it’s shareholders and consitituents. 

Exchange, and Investment Finuctuation 
Account.—This Account shows an’ increase of 
$114,076,55 aud now amounts to $199,234.10, 
the increase being partly due to the lower rate 
gf exchange and partly to the increase in the 
value of our investments. A list of all the 
Association's investmenta lies on: the table 
should any shareholders wish to see it. Of the 
$535,407,23 due by agencies, premia in course 
of collection &c. on-December 31 last, about 
$472,000 has since heen collected, 


ppen. : 
From the list of agencies printed on the front |: 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 4 


Mcrtgage on Real Estate——Your Directors 
are satisfied that the mortgages are good and 
that the amounts advanced are amply secured. 

Unexpired Risks.—Qwing to the increased 
amount underwritten during the year, unexpired 
risks amount to a largey sum than they did this 
time last year. - 

London Committee. +The seat on the London 
Committee vacant by the death of Mr. C. M. 
Dyce, to which unhappy occurrence I referred 
at the last annual meeting, has been taken by 
Sir Charles J. Dudgeon, so well and favourably 
known to all of you. 

Before concluding my remarks there is yet 
another matter I have ‘es pleasure in bringing 


' before you and that is fo ask your sanction to 
the Board's proposal that Mr. Jackson and our 
excellent staff shall reepive a bonus similar to 
that given them last year and in accordance 
with a resolution to follow in due course. (Hear! 
hear!) I do not know pf anything further call- 
ing for remarks from me, butif any shareholder 
has any questions to put I shall be happy to 
answer to the best of my ability. (Applanse). 

There being no questions the following re- 

! solutions were put to the meeting and adopted 

unanimously : : 

Proposed by the Chairman, séconded by Mr. 
H. J. Such: that the report of the Directors and 
the statement of accounts for the year ending 
December 31. 19u8, as resented, be accepted and 
passed. : ; 

Proposed by the CHairman, seconded by Mr. 
Prentice : that a dividend of 25 per cent, being 
$15 per share on the'paid up capital of the 
Association, be declared, payment in taels at ex: 
change 73 on the 17th instant at the Chartered 
Bank of India, Australid and China, or the 
Hongkong and Shanghai tanking Corporation, 
Shanghai, to shareholders!of record on April 9, 
1909, 

Proposed by Mr. Marcus Wolff, seconded by 
Mr. C. R. Burkill; that,Messrs. J. M. Young 
H. J: Such, J. Prentice, C] W. Wrightson, and 
G. Miller, be relected directors to serve until the 
next ordinary general meshing of shareholders. 

Proposed by Mr. E. C} Pearce, seconded by 
Mr. C. Michelau: that Messrs. G. H. and N. 
Thomson be elected auditors, to serve until the 
next ‘ordinary general meeting of ‘shareholders, 
and that their remuneration bo Tls. 250 per 
annum. | : 

The Chairman then proposed: that the direc- 
tors are hereby directed and authorized to pay 
to the Secretary and staff of the Association a 
bonus on their salaries for jlast year, and that it 
be left to the B ard to decide the amount to be 
paid, which, however, shdll in no case exceed 
twenty per cent. 

In seconding this resolution Mr. A. McLeod 
said that he thought all th areholders would 
agree with him that in a year like the past it was 
most gratifying to have such a satisfactory state- 
ment of accounts. 

After the resolution hnd been put to the 
meeting and carried nem. con. Mr. W.S. Jackson 
thanked Mr. McLeod on|/his own behalf, and 
also on behalf of the staff for his kind remarks, 
and the shareholders for endorsing ‘those 
remarks by voting a bonus, which he: need 
hardly tell them would be greatly appreciated. ° 

The Chairman announced that dividend 
warrants- would be posted immediately, and 
thanked the shareholders for their attendance. 

The meeting terminated! with a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman, proposed by Mr. H. J. Craig. 


SHANGHAL COMPANIES. 


The Shanghai Horse’ Bazaar Company, 
Limited, pays a dividend of 10 per cent for the 
past year, writes off buildings Tls. 6,470, and 
‘carrias forward Tls, 10,196. ; 


i 


The Directors of Messrs. Hall and Holtz, 
Lid., have decided, subject to audit, to recom- 
mend 2 dividend of 10 per cent and carry for- 
ward over $9,000. a 


The China Printing Cd Ltd. pay a dividend 
of 7 per cent and carry forward Tls. 2,411. 


Telegraphic advices have been received that 
the Chinese Engineering’ and Mining Co. will 
pay an interim dividend {of 1s. 6d. per share, 
free of tax, on account of the year ending Febru- 
ary 28th’ 1909. The dividend is declared pay- 
able on the Ist of May. | 
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' ‘Tokyo, April 8th. 
THE BUSINESS OUTLOOK, 

A somewhat remarkable conference has just 
taken place between representatives of , the 
Government, bankers and merchants, the object 
being thg establishment of closer relations among 
business men. It was agreed that the present 
depression was largely! due to the estrangement 
among bankers, foreign traders, manufacturers, 
&e., and the Premier, sharing this view, will call 
a meeting to discuss the situation. It is now 
over two years since the reaction set in to the 
feverish business enterprise-following the Ports- 
mouth treaty. In the early months of 1907 
the share market 
bubble companies burst, and shares tumbled 
indiscriminately from the highly inflated 
figures of January to the more natural but 
disastrous quotations of March. . From then 
until now quotations have continued at a very 
low level, the domesti¢ situation being influenced 
by such foreign events as the American panic 
and slump in China| But anothér factor con- 
tributes|to the presdnt depression and clearly 
distinguishes the sitnation of to-day from that 


1907. Then it was at once recognisedSthat the. 


slump was due to entirely national causes, wasys 
reaction upon a too|sanguine and widespread 
investment and speculation; to-day the depres- 
sion, brought about jabout largely by foreign 
factors, js accentuated by serious developments 
at home, of a personal character, which have 
caused general publi¢ distrust of all companies. 
This is one of the important signs! of the times 
that should be considered by any conference 
of business men. 
COMPANY CORRUPTION AND MISMANAGEMENT. 
Two things seem tq.be in most need of reform 
in the conduct of public companies at present. 
The law and publiq opinion must both be 
exercised for the improvement of the standard 
of integrity by ae rigorous, and prémpt 
judgment on offendex: rs shot 
insist, on competent men managing their affairs. 
One does not want doctors of philosophy at the 
head of banks, or doctors of science running mar- 
ine products companigs. Itis as much because of 
the incompetence of qfficials as of the corruption 
of certain company directors that the credit of 
business circles has sunk so low, not only in the 
eyes of the foreigners but of the Japanese 
people also. In the past few months there have 
been some very disturbing revelations of mis- 
management due .to fraud, negligence,: and 
general incompetence. To mention only two 
large companies, a situation is revealed that 
suggests a general dispase rather than an isolated 
case. In the matterof the Dai Nippon Sugar 
Co., with the details lof whose failure you: are 
acquainted, no actio 
punish the guilty, principally because govern- 
ment officials themselves are involved in some 
way--[Since this was written our correspondent 
has reported that} four of the directors 
have been arrested—Ep.| In connection with 
the Imperial Marine Products Co., which 
has lost hundreds’ of thousands of yen, 
the law seems to: have begun to move. 
This has resulted in the arrest of the president 


of the company, Dr. Suzuki, M. P., one of the - 


leading progressists, and also an ex-M. P., an 
auditor of the company, also newspaper proprie- 
tor, bank auditor. etc. If these persons are 
found guilty and are|placed behind prison bars a 
decided' advance will be made towards clearing 
the commercial atmosphere. The impending 
arrest of a lieutenant general, director of 
the company, is rumoured. Now these men 
are not of the contemned Yokohama business 
breed, iso often referred to by apologists 
when explaining the causes of Japan’s low 
reputation in business. They are not the ordi- 


nary business class af all, and the same may be 


said of/the great majority of important men 
upplisaed in charges of corrapfion and frand. 
It may jbe stated with truth that if they had 
been trained in business they would. never have 
done suck things; it is their misfortune that they 
held important posts at a time of depression 
demanding the exercise of business ability and 
integrity. These men would do|lvery well so 
long as everything was going on prospérously, 
but they are not the type to weather difficulties, 
Schools do not peodune them. If not guilty of 


dhowed signs of collapse, . 


3, and shareholders should ‘ 


has yet been taken to ~ 


: volcanic dust, and a still more serious 
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fraud themselves, by their inexperience of 
business they have been and are a standing 
frocuragement to fraud in others. 
| THE REMEDY. 
It is inevitable that Japan should pass 
ids bare stage of inexperience, for busi- 
ness been upon her. It is not 
unnatural that the Samurai Company director 
should treat business affairs. and shareholders’ 
money as he treated the people in the old 
days, when business was simple barter and the 
. work of the lowest class of the people. This 
might appear a primitive argument but the 
ideas of many business men in this country to- 
day are not more developed ; their sense of justice 
in matters of business is as little developed 
as was the Samurai’s. The principal cor- 
rective to this state of affairs lie in the stern 
administration of the law, and could be found in 
enforcing the present law as it applies to the 
conduct of companies. In this connection one 
of the functions of a company official most 
abused is the position of auditor. At present 
the audit of a company’s accounts appears to be 
an entirely useless affair, because it is not done 
by the right party, and is in itself an encourage- 
ment instead of a check to fraud. To remedy 
the system as it exists, a speaker at the Tokyo 
Economic Society recently advocated the adop- 
tion of the English system, which would involve 
the training of a new body of men,—chartered 
‘accountants. A good example was recently set 


by a Japanese company who employed a firm of 
chartered 


accountants in Yokohama to 

certify thattheir balance sheet was correct. 
Mr. N. Okoshi, ex-Minister to Brazil the speaker 
referred to, ina paper read before the Economic 
Society, strongly favoured the creation of the 
profession of chartered accountant and em- 
erie the advantages to the sharoholders of 
ving their accounts audited by an outside man 
who would be beyond theinfluence of the director. 
It appears that similar recommendations were 
made twelve years ago in Japan, but they 
attracted little attention at that date, To-day, 
however, the time is ripe for reform and it is to 
be hoped the suggestion will not be allowed to 


_ go unheeded. Mr. Okoshi's recommendations 


include a school for the training of auditors on 
the English system and the engagement of 
chartered accountants as instructors If this 
idea were adopted it would be some years before 
the creation of the new class of business men, 
but their coming would do away with what at 
present is little less than a commercial evil. 
THE TOKYO RAILWAY. 

The new president and board of directors of 
the Tokyo Railway Company are now appointed. 
It is evidence of the baseless character of the 
newspaper charges of corruption against the old 

that the new board contains most of the 
old members. Baron Senge, the president, 
former Minister of Justice.and Governor of 
Tokyo Fu, is not regarded as a business man, 
but as a man of integrity he stands high, and 
with a competent board of management under 
him, it is believed the affairs of the company 
will be conducted to the satisfaction of an 
exacting public. There is reason to believe, 
also, that the authorities will favourably consi- 
der an application for an increase of the fare 
later in the year. 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY. 

In the past few weeks there has been plenty 
of evidence of seismological activity in this 
country. Slight earthquake tremors are of com- 
mon occurrence at this season of the year, and 
are to be taken as a general assurance that grea- 
ter ones will not follow. But the inhabitants 
of the country at the base of volcanoes have had 
unusual experiences. The country for miles 
around the volcano Yakegatake. near Nagano, 
was covered a few weeks ago by a thick layer of 
outbreak 
has taken place on Mount Tarumaye in 
the north. Following an unusually violent 
explosion a party of police ascended the moun- 
fain several days ago and found that a new 
crater, two miles in circumference, had been 
opened at the summit. It was of great depth in 
contrast to the old crater. Huge blocks of roc 
were scattered in all directions, but the party 
was not able to carry out very close investiga. 
tions on account of the ice and snow. 

| DESTRUCTION OF TEMPLE RELICS. 

Many of your readers will be acquainted with 
the fine temples of Shiba Park, Tokyo. The 
main temple here was destroyéd by fire a few 
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days, ago involving the loss of relics and other 
treasures of enormous amount. ® papers 
Masia estimate the loss as between three and 
five million yen, and a regrettable feature is 
that neither the temple nor its contents were 
insured, the priests in their simplefaith, scorning 
such a modern ard irreligious precaution. 
The fire was caused by a beggar af midnight. 
The floor of this teniple, as is common with such 
buildings, was raisdd on piles about five feot 
above the ground and underneath the~ beggar 
sought refuge for the night, lighting a fire for 
warmth. He fell asleep and was awakened by 
the flames, which had spread to the woog work. 
The terrified man. rushed to the police and 
reported the fire, also explaining the cause. 

the brigades of the rieighbourhood with modern 
appliances were quickly. on the spot, but what 
can be done if there is no water-supply 2 This 
ig the common defédct throughout ali the large 
cities. The temple |was quickly destroyed and 
the efforts of priests!and police to check the fire 
and save priceless relics were unavailing. “ The 
venerable abbot, eighty-five years of age, was 
among the most active of the fire fighters, and 
and has earned great praise from the papers. 
As may be imagined, evon the temple in blackened 
ruins is a property worth having. Ona con- 
tractor offered 100,000 yen for the remains as 
they stood, but the priests refused. Gold and 
silver can not be dest yed, and in the ruins 
besides many metal articles of great value which 
were not seriously damaged, there must have 
been large amounts of| gold and silver in a 
molten or semi-molten state. The parishioners 
have decided to re-build the temple at a cost ‘of 
850,000 yen. f | 


YUNNAN: ITS AREA, POPULATION 
AND INHA' ITANTS. ee 
{ 

Major Davies, in his book on Yunnan, says 
that rough measurements on the map give the 
area of the province as about 150,000 square 
miles, and this may be accepted as approxim- 
ately correct. To estimate the population ig a 
far more difficult matter. Itis probable that 
fifty years ago the members were greater than 
at the present day, for doubtless great loss lof 
life and emigration tojother provinces took 
place during the Panthay rebellion, which 
lasted from 1854 to 1873. Since then the 
province has slowly recovered, and while 
the indigenous populatidn has increased, thére 
has also been a constant and steadily increas- 
ing . stream of immigration from the neighbour- 
ing province of Szuchuan. Major Davies after 
his second journey madeja rough calculationlof 
the density of population|to the square mile over 
those tracts of country which he had sutraved 
the most thoroughly. all of these he noted 
the number of houses in the towns and villages 
and allowed an average of six persons to each 
house. bout 400 to the square 
rty to the square mile 
the whole provinee lhe 
teenth of the total 


give 10,000 square miles| with a population 
400 to the square mile, and"140,000 square a 
with a population of fo to the square mile, 
that is, a total population of 9,600,000. These 
rough methods naturally |give only an approxim- 
ate result, but he thi the popylation may 


be taken at about ten ons. Some recent 
Chinese figures give Yunnan a population lof 
twelve millions; and the late Mr. Litton 


which form the 
an, and very thickly 
inhabited plains, which contain nearly half 
the population. In the plains the popula- 
tion is mainly Chinese, jout not entirely so, for 
in the cold plateaux of the north-west are found 
Tibetans, while many of ithe low-lying plains |of 
the south are inhabited |by Shans. Moreover, 
in the centre of the province ane of the plains 
ar led by Mingchias, while an a r) 
of tole is pecastonalGt found. At a guess 
Major Davies would say that about four-fifths to 
nine-tenths of the population of the plains are 
Chinese, including under this name those who, 
even if of aboriginal e tion, are now |in 
language and customs undistinguishable in 
the ruling race. In| the hills things are 
different. Here, as in the plains, one falso finds 
the Chinese, and there is no large tract jot 


greater portion of Y 


\ 
| 


| 


Chinese villages in it. But 
living amongst them and forming the bulk 
of the hill population are numerous other 
tribes. each with its own language and its own 
customs. In the nprth-west corner are Tibetans 
and the semi-Tibetan Moso race. On the Burm- 
ese border are Kathins and Palaungs; also in 
the west of the 
into the interior,;are the Lisos; every where 
throughout Yunnan are the Lolos, a fine race 
and more numerous than any other hill tribe. 
Equally widely qvpbnied are the Miaos, but they . 
are only found in -and scattered communi- 
ties. 


country without 


6 Mekong, are the Lahus, who with their 
cross-bows and poisoned arrows proved formid- 
able foes to the Chinese troops a few years ago. 
Near them live the| Was, many of whom are still 
unconquered, and. still carry on their head- 
hunting raids. Their relatives, the somewhat 
more civilised, Las! occupy much of the country 
near the southern |part of the Burma-Yunnan 

frontier. In the|south of Yunnan are the 

Pumans; and farther east are tho Wonis and 

many other tribes speaking Lolo dialects. To 

form an estimate|of the relative numbers of 

Chinese and non-Chinese population in the hills 

is a difficult task. ith the possible exception 

of the Lolos, the Chinese would doubtless ont- 

number any one other tribe, but still there are 

many tracts of coudtry whera they are decidedly 

in the minority. To say that the Chinese form 

one-third of the inhabitants of the hills, and 

other tribes. the temaining two-thirds would: 
perhaps not be very wide of the mark. 


HONGKONG! LADIES’ RECREA- 
TION CLUB. 


ANNUALIRIFLE SHOOTING. 

The results of the annual rifle meeting in 
connection with the Ladies; Recreation Club are 
as follows :-— | an 
75 Yarps Scrat 

F. Hoffmann, 2 ; Miss Seth, 3. 

75 Yarps Hannrcap.—Mrs. Murray, 1; Miss 

Chapman, 2; Mrs. Chapman, 3. 

50 YarRpDs ScraTcH—Miss Loureiro, 1; Mrs. 

Bailey, 2; Miss Seth, 3. 

50 Yarps Hanpicar.—Miss Rowe, 1; Miss 

Hooper, 2; Mrs, (Clothier, 3. . 
HigHEest AcGREGATE ScorE.—Mrs. Rissland, 

1; Miss Loureiro, 2. 

The Jockey Challenge Cup was won by Miss 
Rowe. The consolation prize was won by Mrs. 
Gompertz, while the O'Gorman Challenge Cup 
was won by Mrs. Rissland. 


HONGKONG C,C.’s TENNIS TOURNA- 
‘MENT, P 
The finalists in the singles handicap “A” 
class ureC. A. (Carr and Captain Beasley, 
in the championship Captain Beasley and R. 
Hancock, in the professional. pairs Pearce and 
Klimanek and Beasley and Bryne, in the 
doubles handicap ta Hutcheson and King 
and Byrne and White, and in the doubles han- 


dicap “B” Hickling and Hagen and Anderson 
and Wedd. 


: # 

On Friday afternoon there was a large 
attendance on the| Cricket Ground to witness 
the final match in the singles handicap between 
C.. A. Carr and Captain Brierley. The result 
was largely as expepted, Carr winning every set. 
His opponent put 
set and drew level] at four, each man winning 
the next game so that they stood five all. Carr. 
however, secured the next two e and won 
comfortably. Thel figures were 6/4, 6/3 7/5. 
Carr's low drives: were difficult to take, and 


Brierley was forced time and again to return . - 


high balls which allowed his opponent to smash 
effectively. ; 

The professional:pairs final was also decided 
yesterday, Captain; Beaseley and Lieut. Bryne 
beating T. E. Pear eand P. H. Klimanek, 6/1, 
6/3, 6/3. f 


> ew 


Shooting in the |neighbourhood of Taiynanfu 
is reported better than for several season. past... 
Local sportsmen have been securing excellent 
bags. Dr. Atwood tops the list, witha leopard, 
and several pigs. Others have secured good bags, 
of duck, geese, etc! : 

; 


pravince, but extending further © 


! 
H.—Mrs. Rissland, 1; Miss 


_In the south-west, between the Salween 4 


p 8 good fight in the third ~ 


* 
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FAR EASTERN TELEGRAMS. 


——_.__—- 


THE “INDRANI" ASHORE. 


—_—— 


Tokyo, April 18th. 
The Indra steamship Co's steamer Indrani 
went ashore in the Inland Sea on Thursday. 
The damage to cargo is reported to be 
extensive, the forehold being flooded. 
Refloating operations are in progress. 
Tokyo, April 19th. 
The latest news regarding the Indrani is 
that the Mitsu Bishi are refloating the steamer. 
The damage is estimated at yen 100,000. 
She is expected to reach Kobe on Thursday. 


——$$— 


RAILWAY COLLISION IN JAPAN, 


Tokyo, April 20th. 

Last night the Kobe Express crashed into 
& freight train which had become derailed by 
the axle breaking when near Kawasaki Bridge, 
near Tokyo. 

The fireman of the freight train was killed 
and the train itself overturned into the marsh 
below. 

Traffic on the Yokohama-Tokyo section ix 


stopped to-day. 


ACCIDENT TO BRITISH DESTROYER. 
Tokyo, April 21st. 
The destroyer Famc burst her boiler on 
Monday ant was towed to Nagasaki by the 
Virago on Tuesday. 
Tokyo, April 22nd. 


a rock on Monday 


FL.M.S. Fame struck 
and damaged her engines. 
She has been docked at Nagasaki for repairs, 


AN OSAKA SHOSEN KAISHA 
LOAN. 


Tokyo, April 23rd. 

The Osaka Shosen Kaisha has negotiated 

with the Tokyo Banks for a loan of two million 

‘yen. Seven per cent. debentures are offered 
- at 95 


THE BRITISH SQUADRON. 


Tokyo. April 23rd. 
Arrangements are being made to welcome the 
China Squadron which arrives at Yokohama on 
the 29th inst. 


+ 
[row THE “CHUNG NGOI SAN PO.'| 


OPENING OF HEUNGCHOW. 


Canton, April 22nd. 

To-day the opening of the new commercial 
port of Heungchow was celebrated in tho 
presence of Viceroy Cheung, Admiral Li and 
about ten thousand spectators. 

The Viceroy and the Admiral left Canton on 
Wednesday afternoon by the gunboat Hony- 
tung, spent the night at Tiger Pass. and 
arrived at Heungchow yesterday morning, 
where they were met by the reception committee. 

Hight gunboats assembled at the new port, as 
well as many visitora from Hongkong, Canton 
and Macao.: 

Some three hundred sailors lined the route at 
the landing stage, and when the Viceroy and 
his party landed they were escorted to a large 
matshed, where the ceremony was conducted, 

Before the matshed was a table on which 
incense was burned. On the right of the table 
stood Admiral Li, and on the left Viceroy 
Cheung. Congratulatory addresses prepared by 
the Viceroy, officials and merchants were read 
by a young man in foreign clothes.’ 

The ceremony was begun by the Viceroy 
bowing three times. Then for three quarters of 
an hour the young man read the numerous 
addresses, during which time there was a heavy 
downpour of rain. As soon as the port was 
declared open, jthe Viceroy and his party 
departe d. . 


sprang a bad léak at Newchwangy with the fluke of 
her anchor while steaming ‘do 
a full cargo. She filled rapidly and all the efforts 
made to stop the leak proved unavailing. She 
sank two days later with 40,000 bean cakes still 
on board. 


Trasatlantica steamer Alicante foundered near 
Almeria, 
Manila for Barcelona and Liverpool on February 
23rd with a large numhor of passengers including: 
Judge and Mrs. C. H. Smith. ‘The Alzcante 
was a steamer of 3,878 tons, built in 1889'‘by W. 
Denny and Bros., at Dumbarton. She was rated 
by Lloyds as 1¢0 A 1. 
reached Manila through priva 
Manila agents of the Company, according to the 
latest American papers, “refuse to confirm or 
deny the truth of the dispatch, | but the Spanish 
newspaper Kl Commercio professes 
belief in the truth of the information. 
Passengers, the dispatch says, ; 
eo" 


; Se 
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SHIPPING NOTES. - 


— —~.><2->- —— 
The Japanese steamer Tampon Maru No. 3 


the Liao with 


* 
& * 


Nows has reached Manila that the Compania 


on the Coast of Spain. She left 


The news of her loss has 
sources. but The 


implicit 
All the 
yere saved. 


*” * ‘ 
It is announced in the Bangkok press that 


the Siamese steamer (‘humpon is the first boat di 


to run under the Siamese flag 
the capital of Siam and Europ 
understood thet a regular servide between Europe 
and Bangkok will be maintained in the future 
hy vessels flying the white elephant flag. The 
name of the second boat is the] Pangan. These 
vessels have a cargo capacity of 4,500 tons. It 
is a matter of some interest thit vessels flying 
the Siamese flag should be seen regularly in 
fureigu ports, and will serye to make the 
country better known. The flirect route from 
Bangkok to Europe and vice-yersa is becoming 
increasingly popular with shippers. and the fact 
that the vessels are sailing undér Siamese colours 
will doubtless appeal to Siamese consignees. | 


The Japanese port nits ry authorities! at 
Dalny have addressed to shipfmasters a circular 
encouraging vat-catching on board as a pre- 
cautionary measure against an] outbreak of the 
plague, aud requiring them to send the catch to 
the Bureau for microscopic examination. 
Among several modes of clearing ships of the 
vermin, the simplest and most) effectual one the 
local authorities are likely to : 
enforcement is considered to be the fumigation 
of the holds with sulphur after the removal of 
the cargo. 


The Opinion, a Saigon newspaper, marshals 
figures to show how the AntijJapaneso boycott 
among Chinese there has affe¢ted the Shipping 
interest. In 1907, fifty-cight|vessels flying the 
Japanese flag called at Saigon. In 1908, the 
figures had dropped to twenty-four. The 
measurement fell off from 94,834 tons in 1907 to 
49,000 tons in 1908. Another effect of the 
hoycott is that the trade betiveen Saigon and 
Japan is getting more and mare into European 
hands, 

. ¥ 

At about six o'clock on Suyday morning the 
18th inst. the chief officer (Mr. Mitchell) of the 
str. Saésema of the New York and Oriental 
Steamship Company noticed smoke issuing from 
the ventilator of the No.2 hold. The com- 
mander (Captain Armstrong} was imniediately 
notified and it was resolved to) run for Shanghai 
with all speed. Steam jets were run into the 
hold in order té extinguish |the fire, but this 
method proved unsuccessful. The Satsuma 
arrived at the mouth of the |Whangpoo River 
at about eleven the same evening, and at six 
o'clock yesterday morning (19th inst.) a pilot 
took her in and moored her dpposite Woosung 
Forts where she now lies. 

Cuptain Armstrong called jon the agents of 
the vessel shortly afterwards and informed them 
that the cargo which comprised: many bales of 
cotton was still burning. The firefloat Huning 
was therefore dispatched to the scene, and all 
day long until twenty minutes past five water 
was being pumped into the steamer. 

Some idea of the anxiety that must have been 
felt, by those on board may be imagined, when 
it is mentioned that in the hold next to where 
the fire originated, there were 75,000 cases of 
kerosene. 


und was bound for Japan from New 
is pre ceally a new ship} having -béen; built at 
Sunderland by 


lopt for general” 


« 


- Capri lag 1909. * 


The Satsuma had a géneral cargo on boatd 
otk. She 


Messrs Short Bros., Ld., in 1901. 


AN UNAUTHORISED PUBLIC 
MEETING. 


At the Magistracy. on 
called in which three Chinese were ch 
with having unlawfully held and were present | 
at a Chinese public mecting not being solely 
for religious worship without the permission of 
the Governor in the Chin Nant restaurant at 
West Point, Hongkong, gu the 18th inst. 

‘Mr. C. F. Dixon, who appeared for defendants, 
Fina a plea of guilty. He had no doubt 
that what they had done amounted toa 
tehnical breach of the law. Explaining the 
facts to his Worship, Mr. Dixon stated that 
the meeting was called by the first defendant, 
who was an engineer. The meeting was called 
by circulars which, were Handed to engineering 
friends for distribution among engineers. The 
object of the meeting was to discuss the possi- 
bility of forming a school for the study of 
eligineering. The second and third defendants 

id not take part in-calling the meeting but they 


hi 20 the case was 
1 


attended. They were yot now engineers but 
formerly were and they took an interest in the 
movement, The second and third defendants 
ade speeches at the meeting which was not 
restricted to ticket holders and anybody could - 
attend, although it was expected that only those ' 
interested in.engineering, would attend. As a 
matter of fact three detectives were present, but 
us the promoters considpred the meeting was 
called for a lawful purpose, they did not 
expect they would get| into trouble. ‘They 
hud not applied to the Governor for per- 
niission, though there| is no doubt. that: 
if they had done so the permission would 
have been granted. In view of this explanation 
and in view of the fact|that their object was 
ldudable—no inflammatory speeches being made, 
inciting to strike—he jwould ask his Worship 
to deal leniently with them, : 
Inspector, Robertson stated that although the 
word school was used i fe notice it was never 
once mentioned at the meeting. The whalo of © 

6 speeches referred to abtaining subscriptions 
and forming a society to defend themselves in 
caso of strikes. It appeared that the new 
manager at Hunghom docks had suggested 
that instead of paying|the engineers double 
time for work on Sundays and at nights “thav 
they should be paid only jtime and half. It was 
suggested that members should pay yearly 50 
cpnts subseription for every ten dollars they 
received in wages. és 

His Worship said he! would be inclined to _ 
suggest that the promoters express regret: to 
ithe Governor for not having asked permission. 
Mr. Dixon remarked|that the notice calling 
e meeting was to discuss a school for the 
tudy of engineering. hes 
His Worship—They might have put it that 
ay to get people there. 

Mr. Dixon—I don't |suppose the Governor 
would have refused permission to hold a meeting’ 
or the purpose of forming a trade society. 

His Worship—The offence is very small. _ 

It was decided that Mr. Dixon should write 
the Governor on behalf of the defendants 
xpressing regret for | not having obtained ~ 
ermission, and at the same time ask for per- 
ission to hold the meeting. The case was 

en adjourned sine die. 


The report of the Mercantile Bank of India 

r 1908 states that the net profits, after pro- 
viding for bad and doubtful debts, and includ- 
ing £24,601 brought] forward, amount to 
£101,129. From this som has to be deducted 
£16,875, amount of interim dividend at the rate 
f 6 per cent. per annum} free of tax, on the “A” 
and *B” shares paid for the half-year ended 
une 30. The directors have added £40,000 to 
reserve fund (raising it to £250,000) and £2,000 - 
the officers’ pension fund. They now recom- 
end a further dividend on the“ a” and “B’ | 
shares at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, free 
f tax, for the second half of tho year, leaving 
25,379 to be carried foryrard.. A year ago the 
iyidends were the same a 


i 
j 


ey 


THE “FOOKSANG” IN A TYPHOON. 


INTERESTING PERSONAL NARRATIVE: 


A graphic acrount of his experiences at sea 
in the typhoon on the 7th inst is furnished by 
Captain T. A. Mitchell, master of the Fookaang. 
to the Japan Chronicle, Captain Mitchell 
writes :— d 

“Having read in several of the papers accounts 
of the storm which passed over Japan between 
the 6th and the 7th instant. I thought it would 
interest your readers, especially those connected 
with the sea, and who were safely in port during 
the passage to pret an account of the movements 
of the storm, and how it was felt at sea; and I 
herewith submit to you my own experiences. 

“T was at the time bound from Shanghai to 
Yokohama, having left the former port at 9 a.m. 
on the Srd instant. At the time of leaving fine 
weather prevailed, although the previous after- 
noon and night gave indications of bad weather, 
and the Zi-ka-wei Observatory reported a system 
of low pressure all over the continent. 

“On the morning of the 3rd. a depression was 
reported as being in existence to the westward of 
the Luchng, travelling N.E After I had passed 
to the eastward of the Saddle Islands. a long- 
drawn easterly swell also indicated this fact. 
The barometer at the time, however, showed no 
signs of immediate danger. being at 30.00, and 
as Van Diemen's Strait was approached. the 


' easterly swell subsided. 


“However, after passing through Van 
Diemen's Strait (at noon on the 5th) a more 
pronounced swell was met with. with an in- 
‘yreasing E.3.E. wind, and the barometer showed 
indications of falling. By noon the following 
day (the 6th), when in a position off Moroto- 
saki, the wind had freshened to a moderate gale. 
with overcast skv. and the barometer stood at 
29.66. From this time on to4 p.. the weather 
became worse, and the swell had developed into 
aheavy E.S.E sea, which caused the vessel to 
ship heavy spray over all. By 6 p.m. the baro- 
meter had fallen to 29.37. and I felt sure the 
centre of a cyclonic storm was getting very close. 
By the indications the wind gave of being 
inclined to veer to the southward, I con- 
cluded (I may say hoped) that the centre 
would pass across the track I had already 
traversed. As the sky had now became 
overcast, and thick with rain, I deemed it 
inadvisable to run back in the direction T should 
more readily escape it. should it pass to the 
eastward of my position, as I should possibly 
find myself ‘out of the frying pan, and into the 
fire’ or in other words ona lee shore, and very 
little chance of seeing it. . 

“At6 p.m., therefore. I decided on the lesser 
of two evils, and hove-to, keeping the vessel's 
head on to the wind and sea, and the engines 
working at a speed -just snfficient to keep her 
from falling off. The barometer continued to 
fall, and by 8 p.m. registered 29.23. Between 
that time and 10 p.m. the witid had increased to 
hurricane force and simply shrieked with every 
now and then heary detonations, as if heavy 
artillery was being fired. So powerful was the 
force of the wind that it was with great 
difficulty {could get up and down the bridgre- 
ladder to record the barometer readings every 
half hour. = . 


“At 10 p.m. the wind veered to S. E., and 
about 11 p.m. I experienced what I never did 
before in all my seafaring career. The centre 
of the storm must have passed almost over my 
position, placing the vessel as if, were on its 
N.E. segment, and it fell dead calm. so calm 
in fact that I could hold a lighted match in my 
hand cn the bridge. Although the air was per- 
fectly still and breathless, I could hear away 
up in the sky the wind howling and shrieking 
as if all the fiends of the infernal recions had 
been let loose. ; 

“The sea was not dangerously turbulent. 
although it seemed to be decidedly mixed. The 
barometer as this time reistered 28.98. the 
needle of the aneroid distinctly oscillating, and 
the mercury in the mercurial barometer visibly 
pumping. This lasted for five or ten minutes, 
when the wind suddenly sprung up from S.8.W. 

* By midnight it had shifted to S.W.. and 
before 1 a.m. (on the 7th’ had veered through 
west to N.W. and the sky cleared as if all the 
cloud and rain had been swept away by magic. 


“By 3 a.m. a strong N..W. gale was blowing, 


‘<a 
CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT; 


and as by this time the NW. W. wind had ovpr- 
come the previous eastedly swell. and raised a 


sea from N.W., the steamer was headed up tojit, | 


and as soon as a correct |position was obtained 
from bearings of the Kij peninsula, which was 
seen when daylight broke. a course was set for 
the sheltering influence pf this point. and thence 
on to Yokohama, which jas reached at 11 aim. 
on the 8th, after an experience I do not wish; to 
be in a position to record very often. 

No damage was dona. with the exception of 
a davitt-spar which svas{broken through sheer 
foree of wind pressing the hoat apainatl it 
during one of the shif{s of wind. The ship 
behaved admirably throughout, rising over 
huge seas which rose up| before her, threatening 
in their course to sweep pverything before them, 
and would easily have ppt to shame many of the 
present-day leviathans, [which one hears off so 
often behaving in’ af much less ereditdble 
manner.” 


CASUALTIES‘IN THE KOREAN 
INSURRECTION. 


The Japan Mail quotps from the Tokyo Agahi 
statistics of the casualtips that have occurred in 
connection with the | Korean insurrectfan, 
The list is divided into] two sections, probably 
for the purpose of distinguishing the stages af 
the rehellion. The fjrst section covers the 
period from the heginning up to August 31st, 
1908, In that time the Japanese had 423 killed 
and wounded, and their{sick totalled 8.162, out 
of whom 797 died; thé casualties on the side 
af the rebels were 13.014. but -how many 
of these were killed and how many wounded 
‘the report does not distinguish. The second 
periad extends from $eptember 1908 to ‘the 
end of February 1909. In that time the 
Japanese casualties were 45 killed and 157 
wounded, making a grand total of 625 casualties 
in the field; while the Febels had 8,719 killed. 
2.250 wounded and 903 make prisoners. their 
aggregute casualties thus being 32.993. not 
excluding 702 whose futte is uncertain. These 
firures, remarks the Jean Mail, show that the 
insurrection assumed the dimensions of almast a 
serious campaign. — It] is to he earnestly hoped 
that the rebellion mayjnow he considered at an 
end. For all time, however, a lieavy respqnsi- 
bility will rest upon {heir shoulders who are 
mainly responsible for} fomenting an outbreak 
that could not possibly. lead to anyditug’ but 
fruitless loss of blood abd treastre. 


NOTES, 
-—— > -————- id 
JAPANESE ARTICLES [IN THE PHILIPPINES. 
The bulk of Japanpse articles sold in‘ the 
Philippines were formerly imported by Chinese 
merchants but a Japancke contemporary informs 
it. readers that in recent years the Mitsui Busan 
Kaisha end several other Japanese companies 
have opened branches jin Manila and are gra- 
dually encroaching upoh the markets of Ameri- 
can, Spanish. British [and other foreign mer- 
chants. Nevertheless, p considerable portion of 
Japanese coods is still being handled by foreign 
traders in the islands} \mong the Japanese 
articles in demand arp coal, cement, mineral 
waters, matches, potatogs, apples, »oulons. catton 
thread, ete. 


COMAMERCTAL 


THE COPPER MARKET. 

The Copper markeé both in London and 
Japan remains inactivp. During last month 
ouly transactions in smpll lots were effected in 
Tokvo, Yokohama Kpbe and Osaka. Alto- 
gether 4.0 0 tons of copper are now accumulated 
in the: four markets mentioned, and copper 
dealers are halding thejr stock. On the London 
market 59.00u0 tons are] accumulated, and quiot- 
ations are gradually rising. 

SHANGH,AL TRADF. 

Messrs. Thert! and {'o.’s latest Piece Goods 
Market Reportsays: \ sarging market owing to 
absence of demand hasfheen the main experjence 
of importers during | the interval, and’ the 
majority of resales ujade public are about 5 
candareens lower all jround for plain staples. 
while in dyed and faney goods buyers are so 
surfeited with liquidation stocks crammed down 
their throats at any price that even the auction 
rooms are finding ajconsiderable absenae of 
bidding and prices dre falling at each ‘sale. 
For White Shirtings, the warmer weathen and 
consequent approach| of the native dyeing 


season for these goods has had a slight effect in 

stimulating enquiny for cloths taken for Han- 

kow, ,though littlq actual buying has as yet 

taken place. Other dependencies are all very - 
quiet. Cotton advices report a sharp rise in .~ 
price for American, while in the Indian cotton 
market also prices are rising owing to short 
supply. Reports as to the reason for the sudden 
jump in American (cotton are conflicting, but it 
is possible that it is caused by the high price of 
of wheat having an effect in restricting the 
planting of cotton in favour of the former. 
Yarn is quiet but a 


teady,.prices having receded 
about T's. 2 per bale from the highest point but 
have recovered about Ts. j on the week. 
‘ SUGAR INDUSTRY IN FORMOBA. | 
Sugar mills are rapidly being erected in 
Formosa. Mills qstablished this year says the 
Japa Chronicle exclusively for squeezing the 
syrup from the cane are so many in number 


. that they are able to turn out 7,000 tons of 


svrup in 24 hours.| If the industry increases at 
the present rate, jthe total production of sugar 
in Formosa this lyear may reach 220,000,000 


‘kin. The Formosan Sugar Refining Company, 


with a capital of] Y10,000,0u0 and the Tainan 
Sugar Refining |Conpany, with a capital of” 
¥2.000,000, are yery closely connected, both. 
companies bain ‘controlled by the ‘same 
Japanese directors. The two Formosan 
(lirectors and the auditors of the two companies 
are, howerer, different persons. In these cir- 
cumstances the tivo companies have agreed to 
incorporate into gne concern with a capital of 
Y12.000, 00. The agreement is to be placed 
hefore the general meetings of the respective 
q 


companies in August next, 

The total shipment of sugar from Formaga to 
Japan proper duying last month amounted to 
53,100.00! kin. the highest on record. This 
quantity is four fimes as large as that of the 
corresponding month of last. year. For this 
month the shipment is expécted to be even 
larger. According to a Taipeh dispatch the 
Orieutal Sugar Refining Company, of Formosa, 
has a scheme on foot ‘to borrow foreign money 
through the medihm of Messrs. Samuel Samuel 
& Co., for the puyopose of erecting a large mill. 

THE|RICE INDUSTRY. . 

The rice milling industry at Saigon is passing 
through a serious] crisis owing to scarcity of the 
grain in the market. It appears that there is 
no dearth of the ¢ereal in the country, but the 
cultivators are holding on to their stocks in the 
hope of realising higher prices from the millers, 
who are mostly Chinese. For a long time past 
these millers have combined to force the cultiva- 
tors into parting with their grain at very low 
prices, Eve ear, the millers corner the 
available stocks of\paddy and afterwards dispose of 
them at enormousjprofits, none of which, however, 
falls to the cultiwators. The cultivators have 
discovered this practice and refuse to sell their 
grain, with the consequence that at the end of 
last month the sifuation was very serious. The 
cultivators wouldjoniy sell paddy when driven to 
it by want of nionpy.: The millers find themselves 
in a fix owing] to their being bound by 
contract to supply tha export firms with heavy 
deliveries of grain. They tuy only just enough 
grain to meet the|contracts. But thé cultivators 
demand such high prices as to leave the millers 
no profit at all on the transaction. The result 
is the millers suffer heavy losses owing to the 
rise in the price} and owing to their” smaller 
output of cleaned rice—working expenses 
standing the samp all the time. a 

The Opinion, § Saigon newspaper, says that 
each mill is losing about five thousand dollars a 
day, and hold tha cultivators to blame for not 
readily selling, af a profit. Far worse are the 
Chinese speculators who, until lately, took 
advantage of their ignorance and lack of busingss 
knowledge to swell the profits of the rice 
tillers, 

The millers and the exporting firms, says 
that jonrnal, are jtrying to force the Government 
to bring pressure to bear upon the cultivators to 
sell their paddy] at rates 1o suit the millers. 
The remark‘is made that it would be far better 
for the millers tq change their methods, and to 
ullow part of their huge profits to fall to the 


poor cultivators, 


Dr. F. Clark Has been appointed hon. treasur- 
er of St. John's Cathedral. and Mr. J. M. Beck 
has been appointed a member of the Chrurch . 
Body, vice Mr. |R. Hancock reiigned, for the. 
year, 1909. S Jas 
f . 
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COMMERCIAL. 
IMPORTS :— =” 
RICE, 


Tlonakone, 26th April: — The position of the 
market is nearly the same as when last reported. 


Saigon, Ordinary .............00.:0::.$4.45 to $4.50 
i Round, Good quality ... 4.60 to 4.65 
7 DONG cc ests codevessceeen enone 4.60 to 4,60 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, No.2... 4.75 to 4.85 
» Garden, a No.1... 4.55 to 4.60 
» White, ....... iesePidevecach evens 4.70 to 4.75 
» Fine Cargo.i..... SSievecusienves 5.95 to 5.00 
OPIUM. 
| Honaxona, April, 24th. 
Quotations are :— : 
Malwa New  cisscccseccceseees $1,070/1,080 per picu!. 
Malwa Old ....cecccees baeaee ty $1,090/1,100 do. 
| Malwa Older ..........ccseneee $1,110/1,140 do. 
Malwa Very Old ............... $1,150/1,185 = do. 
Persian Fine Quality ......... $1,020/1,050 do. 
Persian Extra Fine ......... $850/900 do. 
5 Patna New .icccccccoes eves ye S940) per chest. 
Patna Old ....esessscsseeecenees $960 do. 
{ Benares Now «0.0.00... sees $955 do. 
Benares Old ..............c.ce0e $— ds, 


FOOCHOW IMPORTS. 


Yarn.—Since lst June, 1908:— 
As per last .circular............ 24,993.40 piculs, 
mince last circular 1,581.00 


Total. vesisscNeccessecss de 26,574.40, 
KERosing.—Since lst June, 1908 :— 
As per last circular .........5,039,711 gallons. 


Fiour.—Since lst June, 1908: — 
As per last circular 
Since last circular 


16,472 


Opium.—Since 1st June, 1908 :— 
Ag per last circular 2,085 chests. 
Since Jast circular &+ 
Mota wate hota tenate tert 2,169} 


” 


PIECE GOODS. 


Messrs. Noel, Murray & Co, in their Piece Goods 
Report, dafed Shanghai 16th April, 1909, state:— 
The past week may be classed axa record one for 
quietoess, and even these who aid not avail them- 
selves of the Easter holidays found absolutely 
nothing to do in the way of fresh Lusiness, Clear- 
ances were very fair on saturday, and in fact 
every day the Customd were open, but that ia all, 
there being no inclination to pay the prices want- 
ed by holders, who on their part do not feel justi- 
fied in selling conside:ably below replacing enst, 
and in face of possibly even higher prices still in 
the home markets. ‘The Auctions have monopoli- 
sed the attention o‘ ‘buyers, and if they have not 
had things absolutely their own way the sales 
have not been at all satisfactory to tlic sellers, 
Newchwang, although our lest cutlet at present 
is disappointing, not a fraction of the anticipated 
demand having shown iteelf ns yet, and especially 
for American goods. It ig to be hoped taat this 
is merely due to the determination of the caterers 
for that market, as mentioned in our last, to 
nuree the demand, but at the eame time it must 
not be lost sight of that big profits lead to com- 
petition. Tientsin is still very quiet, but is tak- 
ing, on whole, larger quantities than list year. 
| English T. Clotha and Turkey Reds, and American 

Sheetings being the most noticeable exceptions. 

There are rumours, however, of further business 

being done on the credit basis, Foustered hy the 

steady advance in Cotton the home markets are 
showing a strong front, which every one is inclined 
to think is a good thing for this trade. Man- 
- chester is reported as very firm at higher quota- 
tions all round. American Cotton hag advanced 
in Liverpool to 6.42d for middling, spot, and 

5.36d for June/July, and Egyptian to 8.3,d. 

New York is also higher, 10.02 cents for May 

and 9.90 cents for October, coming yesterday, 

while to-day 10.04 cents is quoted for July 
option. The goods market ia very strong, previous 
quotations being well miantained. The Yarn 
market ia quiet but eteady prices are being at- 
tuined by Importers for the more favoured cbops. 

Native indentors realising their goods as they 

\ arrive and taking their profits, but are not replac- 
ing by fresh purchases in Bombay, thaf market 
having further advanced. Japanese Spinnings 
keep firm, the supply here running short Local 
yarns are going off well, and in sympathy with 
Cotton prices are very firm. Private transactions 
continue conspicuous by their absence, any de- 
mand there may be being of the most retail 
description. Clearances of English goods for New- 
chwang are keeping up well, Jeans being a special 


"ey 
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feature. At the Auctions, priges for the staple 
makes of Greys and Whites havp ruled irregular- 
ly, no one particular kind showing either a 
uniform advance or decline, Turkey Reds are very 
weak and Fast Black Italians ar¢ feeling the con- 
tinued presure of heavy sales. There are undoub- 
tedly a great number of undedirable cloths and 
finishes here that are unsuitabla for this market, 
and their weeding out will undoubtedly bo of 
benefit eventually. ‘lhe little spurt thut showed 
itself for a week or two in Prints appears to have 
dicd out, as also the enquiry|for Repps. For 
Woollens the demand is very slick and comes and 
goes by fits and starts, the sinall lots at Auction 
scarcely being any real criterion of the market. 
The following extract from the Indian Trade 
Journal will be of interest to mpny of our readers 
who were personally acquaintefl with the promo- 
ter of the enterprise mentioned :—“The Sudan 
‘'imes reports that the first lot |Gf Zaidab cotton 
cffered for ga'e from Mr, Leigh Hunt’s Berber 
estate has realired the quytation for Egyptian 
‘cotton. The Sudan Times concludes that what 
is possible on- Mr. Liegh Hupt’s land is po - 
sible elsewhere, and that this result is sufficient 
proof that Sudan cotton can be profitably 
grown, and that if properly cultivated it can 
compete with the Egyptian gtaple.’ We find 
the fellowing in the saime! .ournal:— “The 
future of the silver market largely depends 
on the measures China may take to provide a 
larger coin«ge of silver. {It must be borne in 
mind that the production: cf silver is chiefly in 
the nature of a ly-productiderived from lead and 
copper ores, and it ix-not prohable that the rate 
of production will fall off to any considerable 
extent so long as the demand for lead ani copper 
exists, ag at the prezent time,” So that no great 
expectations need be basedjon an advance in the 
white metal for some time to come, 
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TIONS, 


Honaxona, 19th April, 1909. 
Wongkong markets :— . 

ADPICOE + sinc ccviacesexecap pense eeteabesess $18 to 19 
BOrax! oes iver ekiseaee tee cteeaucess court beaten $18 to 19 
CaSSiA: 2s 5.c2c- ecaprsaeaatceas tents ieee $21 to 23 
ClO Ves ics ad eacasels lee eke lewacetecna bende 2 
Camphor cicccoccecsoesseccevesecsadbosess $80 to 86 
Cow Bezoar ...cccccccsssccsecceuseedenees $70 to 120 
Fernel Seed .....c.cc ccc ece cet eeeeeebee ees $9 to 10 
Galanirall -03 dicveeces ecenetentine bes sce $2 to 4] 
CErapes: cos.cccaeveeetsostevedeevececesboue’. $14 to 19 
Kiisntise Qo pecobiecidecdetegntcbseaes $19 to <0 
GUNG Feiss ieadeetcs tenet acets-eeednases $26 
Olibanum .........cseeeeeee ee ius cova seen $3 to 14 
Oil Sandalwood ..7....0 ceepecseeeeeee $250 to 300 

yy Rosa........eee eee Tosa edvebabee Soeties 70 to 4O 
pte CASSIM ohciAad Jeadea aceon peecd te aisaes $192 
Raising: cicciaccecneieus we dscick | seaes[ aeons 14 
Senna Leaves ............cechecendeceees $8 
Sandalwood .........cccesseseeeeeee | ere $32 
Saltpetra 2... cess ceecee ede er eee $10 to 11 
EXPORTS :— ; 


_ TEA. 


Foocuow, Apr. 16th—'I he following settlements 
have taken place during the week :— ; 

Total arrivals, settlements and stock to date 

3-Chests 4-Chests 4-Chests Chests 

Congou. Suuchong. Oolong. Pekoe. 


Arrivals ...... 259,0.0 128,500 355.782 8,287 
Settlements.,° 241,610 121,770 55,782 8,287 
’ Stocks......... 8390 1,730)... Seaton 


The Tea Export Summary from commencement 
of Seasan to date hus been :— ik 


Total lbs 
AUISERIB. A vasnlsaedeeetsadesn wage csacess 1,524,919 
BYANG6 4. i fisscde ctekess wiveds os Pane ce 1,266,402 
Germany. «.s0isixicicdsats wcesesssves cen 4,032,928 
Holland ...............065 pavisvncslaewase’ 1,095,693 
London ..............., Beye cere 4,771,761 
RUPSIB. Sede. cd ce acceecigensceisaciiesces 763,654 
Other Countries ....jecce cece ccc ees 530,932 
South America ..........cccccccee ee oe £33,561 


U.S, & Canada... cee 5,841,606 
South Africa... eens 118,853 
Coastwise Southward ............... 89,217 
Coastwise Northward,..........00.0. 37,412 
Total Shipments ..... [rrtresteereeens 21,661,131 
ee 
FUOCHOW |EXPOELTs. 


CampHor.—Since lst June, 1908: — 
As per last circular ...: ......4,115 02 piculs. 
Since last circular .....0........ 260.00, 
Total 2... saacasiee 5,375.08  ., 
CampHor O1L.- Since Ist June, 1908 :— 
As per last ciccular ...............27.01 piculs. 
Since last circular ................ 23.20 
‘Total 


” 
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[April 26, 1909. 
| CAMPHOR, 

| Hoxexone 26th April}—There is no market. 
‘The prices are the same, 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 


Per Messageries Maritimes str. Caledonien 
sailed on 13th April 19098. For Lyons :—454 
les raw silk. For St|/ Chamond :—86 bales 
w silk. For St. Etienne:—10 bales raw silk. 
or Marseills :—266 raw |silk, 15 cases feathers 
cases embroideries, 833 packages human hair, 
80 cases hata, 5 cases ylang ylang. For Havre: - 


6 tases Porcelain, |10 cases paper. For 
anchester :—5 cases cotton. For Reunion .—12 


cases mate. 


i Per P. & OQ. steamer Devanha, sailed on 17th 
pril 1909. For Hamburg.—1 case birdfeather. 
or Manchester:—470 pales waste silk. For 
ilan:—21 bales raw silk. For St. Etienne :— 
2balea raw silk. For |St. Chamond, 92 bales — 
w silk. For Lyons :—691 bales raw silk. For 
ondon 125 bales waste silk, 5 cases Persian 
pium, 18 cases silk, 5 cases China and lacquer- 
ware. For Marseilles:-125 bales waste silk, 
260 bales raw silk, 140 cages tea, 28 bales human 
hair, 1 case silk, 1 case feather. 
HONGKONG SHARE QUOTATIONS, 
Honesone, 23rd April, 1909.—-A good 
general investment business has been transacted 
daring the past week, and rates on the whole 
have been well maintained, In the North o 
farther sensational advance in Langkats has 
been established and rates for Indog have also 
dvanced under buying orders for northern 
count, Sterling exchange has advanced dur- 
ng the interval to 1/93 T. T. with Bar Silver 
t 2323d. On Shanghai the T. T, rate closes 
t 743. and at 75} for 3d/s private bills. 
Banxs.—Hongkong &Shanghais have further 
ppreciated and sales at the close are reported - 
t $940 with probable bayers at the rate. Lon- 
on closes:at the imprpved rate of £89.10.0, 
ationals are without change at $51. 
Marine Insvzaxce.—Unions have roled 
omewhat erratic during the interval, but'at the 
har are steadier with sales and probable 


myers at '$825 cum dividend = $778 ex the 
ivilend of 247 per sharp paid yesterday. Can- 
tons have again been booked at $)874 aud more 
shares are procurable. here is no change or 


business report in |China traders, North 
Chinas, or [Yangtaze which remain in request . 
at quotations. 


Fire [nsurances.—- Hongkongs have again 
advanced and sales at $335 are reported at the 
close. at this rate however thera are probable 
sellers. Chinas after sale at $104 and $1044 are 
now in request a' $105. 

. SHrppina.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos’ 
have improved to $304, and Indos to $72 for 
the combined preferred and Deferred after sales 
at $67, $68, and $70. China and Manilas have 
further advanced, and sales up to $18 are 
reported, jbut at this rate there are rollers. 
Douglases! have been booked at $36 and more 
shares can be procured. There are buyers of 
Star Ferries at $24 and $15 for the old and new ~ 
issues respectively, and of Shell Transports at 
56/- i i 

Rawireeies: — China Sugars have been 
Ineglected during the interval and close without 
special fafa at $1374.| Luzons are procurable 
lat the reduced rate of $16. 

Mining. —Charbonnages have advanced to 
$625 with buyers. Raubs reniain steady at $8, 
and Chinese Engineerings at Tis. 18, the 
latter closing with buyers. cn a 
|, Docks, WHAEVES AND Gopowns.—Hong- * 
‘kong sand Whampoa [Docks are easier - with . 
sll-rs at $79 after small sales at $80, Kowloon 
wharves ate wanted at $52, and Shanghai and 
Hongkew| wharves at Tis. 166. Shanghai 
Docks ara wanted at the reduced rate of Tis, 
80. and New Amoy Docks at $94 

Lanps,| HoTELs AND Bui.pInes, — Hong- 
kong Lands have been done, and there are fur- 
ther buyers at $97. Kowloon Lands are quiet 
at $30, and West Points at $44, but of the latter 
‘here are prob ble buyers. Hotels are enquired 
for at , and Humpbreys Eatates at $82 
Shanghai |i ands are steady at Tls, 117, 

Cotton MILLs.—Ewos are firmer with buy- 
ers at Tls| 122. Hongkongs are still obtaina) 
at ¢9 but no business is reported, 
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April 26, 1909.] 


MiscRLLaNnnovus.—Bells Asbestos have been 
booked at $104 and ara wanted. There are 
buyers of Campbell Moores at the improved 
rate of $12, and of Dairy Form at $16. China 
Borneos have been done at $11.30 and are in 
further request. Cement have gold at $8,90 
closing with sellers. Ropes have be-n booked 
at $24, China providents at $94, and Union 
watert Boats at $10. There are sellers of Ices 
at the reduced rats of $155, Langkats after 
edvancing to Tls. 1,100 olose with sellers in the 
North at Ts. 1,040, 

Memos.—Cémpany Moectings advertised — 
Hongkong Elective Co, Ld. on the 24th inst. 


Quotations are as follows:— 


Stocks PAID Up. 


Quotations 
Alhambra, Ld. ......... Ps. 200 |Nominal 
Banks— . 
nis - § ‘$940, sales 
Hongkong & S’hai...| $125 { 190.100 
National B. of China £6 |$51, buyers 
Bell's AsbestosE. A....{ 12/6d. |310}, sales & buy, 


China-Borneo Co....... $12 |$11.30, sal. & buy. 
ChinaLight&P.Co....'{ $10 gy, 

China Provident ...... $10 loc adewasils 
Cotton Mills— 


Ewo Cotton S. & W,| Ts. 50 
Hongkong C.S8.Co|° $10 |$9 sellers 
International Tis. 75 'Tls. 93 
Laou Kung Mow .../Tls, luc iTIs, 110 


Tls, 122, buyers 


Soychee ......... iseanes Ts. 5¢O |Tls. +10 
Dairy Farm Co.......... $6 !316, buyers 
Docks & Wharves— 

‘ H. & K. Wharf & G. $50 ($52, buyers 


H.& W. Dock ...... 
New Amoy Dock ... 
Shanghai Dock and 

Eng. Co., Ld 


$50 |$79 sellers 
S63 (S94, buyers 


{tis.100/T's. 80, buyers 


S’hai & H. Wharf.../Ts. 100 Tis. 166 
Fenwick & Co., Geo... $25 '311, sellers 
G. Island Cement Co} —_ $10 |#8.90, sellers 
Hongkong'é& C. Gas... £10 3210, buyeys 
Hongkong Electric... $10 3194, buyers 
Hongkong Hotel Co.... $50 .$85, buyers 
Hongkong Ice Co....... $25 3155, sellers 
H.K. MillingCo,, Ld...) $100 Nominal 
H’kong Rope M, Co... 210 pe sales 
Insurances— 
Canton ...ee..cesees. $50 i$187}, sales 
China Fire............ H >2uU i$L05, buyers 
China Traders ...... | $25 '$853, xd., buyers 
Hongkong Fire...... $50 +3333, sales 
North China ......... £5 |Tls. 105, buyers 
Union 0... ee. Stoo |-785, xd. ; 
Yangtsze ............ $60 {$202}, x.d., buyers’ 
Land and Buildings— 
Hkong LandInvest. $100 '$97, sales & buy. 
Humphrey’s Estate $10 |¥8.75, sates 
Kowloon Land & B. $30 18380 
Shanghai Land..,...| Tls.5u ‘Ts, 117. 
West Point Building $50 $44 
Mining— 
8. F. des C, du T’kinj Fs, 250 |$625, buyers 
Raubs oo... eee. isjlud. 188 
Peak TramwaysCo.,Ld } oH 7 
Philippine Co., Ld...... Slo |§8 
Refineries— : 
China Sugar ......... $100 '$137} 
Luzon Sugar......... $100 817, sellers 
Robinson Piano Co. ... 350 (#59 
Bteamship Companies 
China and Manila... $25 (813 
Douglas Steamship $50 [836, sales 
H., Canton & M. ... $15 iting is 
: . .( 847, buy. *don 
Indo-ChiaaS.N.Co| £5") 95 buy. } De G6 
Shell Transport Co. é £\ bre buyers 
: 10 ¢ 24, buyers 
Star Ferry aeeeseses $5 l 15 
South China M.Post... $25 |S$24, sellers 
Steam Laundry Co..... $5 |&5j, sellers 
Stores& Dispensaries— 
Campbell, M & Co... $10 |$12, buyers 
Wm. Powell, Ld. ... $7 |$24, buyers 
Watkins, Ld.......... $10 |*3}, buyera 
Watson & Co., A.S. $10 |$9, sales 
Weissmann, Ld....... $100 |8140 
: «$4 [8123 
United Asbestos ...... i $10 {g230 
UnionWaterboatCo....{ $10 |g10, sales & buy. 


VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 


_ 15th April, 1909. 


A 


‘ 


ComPaNy. 


Banks :— 
Hongkong & §& 


Pap UP. 
i 


nai... ‘s125 | 


= 
Quotation, 


3950, buyers 


National of China... £6 | $50 
1 

Russo-Chinese ... .. } wae } Tis. 175 
Insurance :— 

Union Society C’tn| $100 | $825, buyers 

North-China .......)° £5 | Ths. 105 

Yangtsze Assocn, , ; $60 | $225, buyers 

Canton ...... 2c... $50 | $195, sales 

Hongkong Fire.....| | $50 | $3374, sales 

China Fire...,........ ' $20 | $107, sales 
Shipping :-— 


Indo - China { re 


Shell Trans. ( ord. £1 
& Trading ( pref.|¢ 10 
S’hai Tug & j ord. |): = 
Lighter ... | pref. } T50 
Taku Tug & Lighter T50 
Kochien fransport- 
ation & Tow Boat} | “T50 
Docks & Wharves:— | | 
Shai Dock & Erg...] ' T100 
H. & W. Dock .... $50 


S. & H’kew Wharf...| : 
H, K’loon W. &G.... | 
Yangtsze .., : 


Sugar Companies :— ! | 


Perak Cultivation...! ' T50 

China Refining...... |. “E 

| Mining :— = hi 1 

Raub Australian oi { 18/10 

Chinese Eng. & Min., £1 
Lands:— ‘a 

S'hai Investment...;  T50 


H’kong Investment| - 


Humphreys’ Estate! $10 
Weihaiwei............ T25 
China wo... eee T50 
Anglo-French ...... TLOO 
Cotton :— 
Bwoine cietaes lies: T50 
International ..... T75 
Laou Kung Mow...| T100 
Soy Chee wc... T5L0 
Industrial :— 


Shanghai Gas 


gst T50 | Tis. 115, sales On Paris — 
Major Brotbers......): 159 | Tls. 40, buyers Bank Bills, on demand oo... 224 
Shanghai Ice.........); T25 | Ts. 14 Credits’ 4 month!’ sight ... 00... 228 
China Flour Mill...| 50 | ‘I'ls. 38, sellers On GERMANY.— 
Shai Pulp & Paper| — T100 | Tis. 45, sales On demand .....4...... 00... ccc cegeeeeeeee 182 
Green is, Cement...) $10 | $10, sales Ow New Yorec—- 
Maatschappij, <&c.,) : : . : : 
in Lanpicat scasiseieae iGs.100 | Tls. 825, buyers Bank Bills, on demand Bee STE B88 438 
one Credits, 60days’ Bight ..0.. i, 444 
Shanghai - Sumatra] : wBowk 
Tobacco ........0. T20 | Tis. 135, sales (N DOMBAY.— ; 
S’hai Waterworks...|: £20 | T's. 415, sales Telegraphic Transfer ........)...... . 133} 
Anglo-Ger. Brewery] 100 | $80, sellers Eank, ondemand |. 2... diccceeee 133z 
A. Butler Cement,| } On CaLcutra— | . 
Tile Works ...... 50 } Tis, 20, sales Telegraphic Transfer ...... . saveaign reer 
Kalumpong Rubber|; 50 | TIs, 100, buyers Bank on demand ........ ..... possess 1 
S. R’ber Estates ...}; T100 } Tis. 150, sellers | On Saknanar.— : 
T.R.&T.Estate Co); T10 | Tls-9.50 Bank, atsight., 0 la. 748 
Eastern Fibre ......// $10 seeeeeees q Private, 830 days’ sight .....) ....... 754 
Shanghai Electric! | Un Yokouama.— 
Construction......}; £10 | £8.7.6, ,  Onjdemand ............ Re gerah e64 
Miscellaneous :— On MANILA —On demand ...... vt teteeeees 87 
Hall & Holtz......... | $20 | $23, buyers ON SINGAPORE.—On demand ..i......... 764 
A. Liewellyn......... {| $60 | 865 On Biravia.—On demand. sepeeaees 107 
A. S. Watson & Co. $10 | $9} ON HareHcne.—On demand .... 10} p.c. pm 
Central Ordinary.,./; $15 | $18} sal.cbuyers | Oy. Sarcon.—On demand... ...3.. 10 p.c. pm 
Central Founders... $15 | $100, buyers On Bana@kox.—On'demand ...... .... 2. 85 
3. Moutrie & Co....]) $50 | $46, sales SveRe{aNs, Bank’s Buying Rate ........ $11.10 
Weeks & Co. ......... | $20 | $27, sales Gcup LEAF 10) fine, per tael .:...... ...858.40 
Astor House Hotel|| $25 | $20}, buyers Bar SILVER po 22. Lele cee DA 
Hongkong Hotel Co,)| $50.00 | Tls. 90, sellers ! 
Hotel des Colonies|]'12.50 | Tls. 6, sellers | FREIGHT. j x 
Lane, Crawford & Co. 100 fe panete | ; 
Dunning & Co....... 20 pee ee Hankow, 14th April.—Per Conference Steamers 
SRL ores Beet yh ed) ie a es APey [ia st amtlan and Nacthees Cantineatal oovte 47/8 
Binal Mereury. seis: os is : al per ton |of 40 cft. plug river freight. To Genoa, 
Bnet Mutual Tels: POO Does paeales Marseilles or Havre '47/6 per ton lof 40 cft. plus 
Che de SES er river freight. To New York (viajSuez) General 
Lumber ....... seal OO ep nesee argo 32/- per ton df 40 cft, plug river freight, 
Shengher Blectiett gos 2 gall To New York (via Suez ), Tea 37/6 per ton of 40 
BSP ORUOR ieee re sears eft. pl river freight. To New York (Overland) 
Dallas Horse Re-| 2 Ts. 25 per carload; Tea G. $1.50 cents per tb gross; less 
POSIEOTY ---reeeees i T'30 ce than catload Tea G. $1.75 cente per Ib gross; plus 
Printing Co.......... I! 50 | Tls. 50 river frbight. To SHanghai:—Ted avd General 
—s- 5 ee we ge ey 
J. P. BISSEL & Co. easurement. 


E 


Tis. 65, sellers ~ 


} £2.14,6 

£9.10,0 

Tis, 504, sales * 
Tls. 53, buyers 

Ts. 48 


Ts, 423, luyersi 


| 
| 
Ts. 88, sales 
$91, sellers - | 
Tis, 164, buyers | 
$45, sellers 
Tis, 217} 


Tls. 132} 
$112}, buyers 


#8, buyers 
Tis. 18 buyers 


‘Is. 117, sal.csel! 
$93 Zs 
$10} 

Tls. 8, buyers 
Tls. 50, sellers 
‘T'ls, 100, sellers 


Tis. 116,sal&buy, 
Tis. 92 

Tls. 111, sellers 

Tls. 410, buyers 
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Messrs, J. P. Bisset-& Co. in| their Share 
Report for the week ending April 15th, state:— 
Owing to the Easter Holidays we have only three 
diys business to report during the week, but the 
volume of business done during these three days 
has been very considerable, more. especially in 
Langkats. For particulars of stocks please see 
below. The T. T. rate on London to-day is 2/3}, 
In Banks and Insurance no business reported, 
Sbipping.—Indos have ruled stronger and quota- 
tions opened on Wednesday at Tis. 48. 50 and 62 
for cash,{and for June at 50, 53, 54-and 544, The 
market dloses with sellers at 65 for cash and sales 
at 56 and 56} June. Shanghai Tugs. Ordinary - 
shares have been placed at ‘I'ls. 50}, and are wan- _ 
ted for June at Tls. 53}, Preference shares have 


been plaped at Ts. 53. Docks & Wharves,.—Shang- 
hai Docks have been piaced at Ts. 83, and are offer- 
ing for Jjune at Ts. 48), Shanghai & Hongkew 
Wharveg, 


Shares have been placed at Tls. 166 and 
165 for Jjune ; to-day sales were effected for June at 
Tis. 166.; Lands.—Shanghai Lands. Shares have 
been plaged at T'ls. 117, and are offering. Anglo- | 
French Lands. Sharps are offering at Tls, 101, 
Industrial—Cotton Shares. Sales cf Ewos at Tis. 
116, and buyers for| June at Tls. 118. Laon . 
Kung Mows are offering at Tis. 111 cash and 
Tis. 113 June. Soy Chees are wanted at Tis. 410 
cash and T'ls, 425 June| Maatschappij &c, in Lang- 
kats., We have to report a very considerable rise 
in this stock. Tho market opened after the holi- 
days with sales at Tis. 807} and 810 June. On 
Wednesday shares were placed at 817}, 815, 817F, 
820, 8225, 831 and 825 June. Cash quotation 
being Tls. 800, ‘l'o-daly we have to report a fur- 
ther rise. The marked opened with a quotation of 
Ts. 850 for June, which waa followed by buyers at 
Tls. 852}, 855, 8574 and 860, and at these rates a 
very considerable number of shares changed hands. 
At closing we consider the market easier and 
shares are obtainable at the higher quotations, 
Shanghai Sumatras. [Shares were placed at ‘Ts. 
185 cash, 1385 June with sellers at this rate for 
September. Shanghai Waterworks were placed 
at Tls, 415. Mis laneous.—Shanghai Horse. 
Bazaars at Tls. 47} and 50. Telephones at Tis. ' 
63. Moutries are wanted at Tls. 40, In Deben- 
ture Stocks no busines is reported. 


EXCHANGE. 


a 


Honexona, ‘April 26th. 


. 


Qa Loxpox.— 


Telegraphic Transfer .............., 1/9 
Bank Bills.on demand ... ...... . 1/98 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight... ..... 1/935 
Bank Bills at 4 months’ sight ..... 1/94 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight * 1/93 


Documentary Bills, 4 moaths sight. 1/93 


Cargo, Tis. 1.80 per ie weight or 


i 
1 i 
1 
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: ‘SHIPPING. 
ARIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
: MalIL. 
- April:— ARRIVALS. 


16, Devanha, British-str., from Shanghai. 
16, Empress of Cnina, Br. str., from Vancouver 
16, Glenlechy, British str., from London. 
16, Haimun, British str., from Swatow. 
; 16, Kiangwai, German str., from Bangkok 
16, Nippon M., Jap. str., from San Francisco 
16, Onsang, British str., from Pulo Laut. 
16, Samsen, German str.. from Bangkok. 
16, Wakamatsu M..Jap.str., from Wakamatsn 
oo 17, Bendoran, British str.. from Moji. 
; 17, Choysang. British str., from Shanghai. 
17, Handal, Norwegian str., from Manila. 
17, Hongkong, French str., from-Hoihow. 
17, Kwangtah, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 
17, Lothian, British str.. from Moji. 
17, Prometheus, Norwegian str.. from Wuhu. 
17, Rajaburi, German. str., from Swataw. 
17, Rajah, German str., from Bangkok. 
17, Tean, British str., from Manila. 
18, Aki Marn, Jap. str., from Seattle. 
18, C. Diederichsen. Ger. str., from Hoihow. 
18, Chinhua, British str.. from Shanghai. i‘ 
18, Chipshing. British str., from Tientsin. | 
18, Choshu Maru, Jap. str., from Swatow. { 
18, Haiching, British str., from Coast Ports. 
18, Hangsang, British str.. from Chinkiang. 
18, Ningchow, British str., from Manila. 
19, Dacre Castle, British sty.. from Shanghai. 
19, Gryfevale, Brit. str.. from Port Kembla. | 
19, Kamor, Norwegian str., from Haiphong. 
19, Kashing, Br. str.. from Weihaiwei. ! 
19, Knivsberg; German str., from Hoihow. 
19, Meefoo, Chinese str.. from Shanghai. 
19, Perseus, British str.. from Shanghai. 
19, Proteus, Norwegian str., from Saigon. 
19, Sungkiang, British str.. from Lloilo. 
19, Taiwan, British str.. from Newchwang. 
19, Tjilatjap, Dutch str., from Kutchinotzu. 
19, Waglinde, Ger. str., from New York. 
19, Yuensang, British etr.. fram Manila. 
19, Zafiro, Britixh str.. from Manila. 
20, Haimun. British str., from Swatow. 
20, Haldis. Norwegian str., from Saigon. 
20, Halvard, Nor. str.. from Singapore. 
; 20, Hanoi, French str., from Haiphong. 
f 20, Loosok, German str., from Bangkok. 
| 21, Ambria, German str., from Shanghai. 
21, Arabia, Ger. str.. from Portland. 
21, Chenan, Britixh str.. from Shanghai. 
21, Childar, Nor. str., from Bangkok. 
21, Daigi Maru. Jap. str., from Tamsui. 
* 21, Daiya Maru, Jap. str.. from Kutchinotzn. 
21, Derfflinger, German str., from Singapére. 
21, Foochow, British str.. from Wuhu. 
a 21, Fooksang, British str.. from Moji. 
21, Haitan, British str., from Swatow. 
21, Helene, German str., from Tourane. | 
21, Hirano Maru, Jap. str., from Singapore. 
21, Kiangping, Chinese str.. from Chinkiang. | 
21, Kumsang, British str., from Calcutta. 
21, Prinz Sigismund, Ger. str., from Kobe. 
! : * 21, Siberia, Am. str.. from San Francisco. 
, 21, 8. Monarch, Br. str., from Tasmanian. 
; - 22, Drufar, Nor. str., from Chinkiang. 
"22, Hongmoh, British str., from Singapore. 
22, Hyson, British str., from ‘Shanghai. 


‘ 


| Udden Swedish. 


| 


A ; 2, Pheumpenh, British str.. from ~aiyon. | 


22, Tranquebar, Danish str., from Shanghai. 
23, Aymeric, British str., from Cebu. 
23, Fooshing, British str., from Wuhu. 
23, Hainun, British str., from Swatow. 
23, Indian Monarch, Br. str., from Newcastle. 
23, Palma, British str., from Shanghai. 
23, Simongan, Dutch str.. from Singapore. 
23, Taming, British str., from Manila. 
April:— DEPARTURES. 
16, Haiyang, British str., for Swatow. 
16, Hanyang, British str., for Chinkiang. 
16, Hinsang, British str., for Hongay. 
16, Kumano Maru, Japanese str.. for Sydney. 
16, Linan, British str., for Shanghai. 
Ms 16, L. Scheiff, British str., for \ hinkiang. 
— 16, Mandasan M., Jap. str., for Kutchinotzu. 
16, Szecheun, British str., for Shanghai. 
17, Benavon, British str., for Nagasaki. 
17, (howfa, German str., for Hoihow, 
17, Devanha, British str., for Europe. 
17, Kwanglee, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
17, Locksun, German str., for Bangkok. 
17, Rubi, British str., for Manila. 
17, Signal, German str., for Newchwang. 
: 17, SHesia, German str., for Shanghai. 
Yo 17, Standard, Norwegian str., for Saigon. 
ap 17, Wakasa «aru, Jap. str., for Kobe. 


£ 


| 


Anderson. | 


J.J. Wooduaft. 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS. 
18, Amigo, German str., for Haiphong. 

18, Anhui, British str., for Shanghai. © 
*18, China, Austrian str., fot Shanghai. 

18 Daijin Marn, Japanese str., for Swatow. 
18, Glamorganshire, British str., for Saigon. 
18, Glenlochy, British str., for Shanghai. ~ 
18, Haimun, British str., for Swatow. 

18, Huichow, British str., for Tientsin. 

18, Namsang, British str., for Shanghai. 

18, Quarta, German str., for Saigon. 

18, Triumph, German str., for Hoihow. 

19, Kiukiang, British str., for Shanghai. 

19, Kjeld, Norwegian str., for Saigon. 

19, Pitsanulok, German str}, for Bangkok. 
20, C. Apcar, British str.. for Singapore. 

20, Dacre Castle, British str.. for Singapore, 
. Fausang, British str., for Saigon. 

. Haiching, British str., for Swatow. 

. Hongkong. French str. for Haiphong. 

. Kohsichang,-German str.. for Bangkok. 
.Tean, British str., for Manila. 
. Tjilatjap, Dutch str., for Sinapore. 

. Goeben, German str., for Europe, &c. 
. Halvard, Norwegian str]. for Whampao. ” 
. Kamor, Norwegian str. for Haiphong. 
. Knivsberg. German str for Hoihow. 
, Tyiliwong, Dutch str, for Singapore. 
. Perseus, British str., for Singapore. 
. Phranang, Gerinan str.| for Bangkok. 
. Chinhna, British stv., for Shanghai. 
. Choysang, British str., for Shanghai. 
. Derfflinger, German strj, for Shanghai. 
. Hirano Maru, Jap. str., for Kobe. 

. Kueichow, British str., for Shanghai. 

. Ningchow, British str.. for Vietoria. 
2. Ousang, British str.. for Moji. 

. Prinz Sigismund, Ger. str., for Sydney. 
. Wakamatsu M., Jap. str,, for Wakamatsu, 
. Ambr.a, German str., for Singapore. 

, Bendoran, British str., for Bangkok. 

, Haitan. British str., for © watow. 

. Hanoi, French str., for K. C. Wan. 

. Hyson. British str., for Singapore. 

. Kashing, British str., for Chinkiang. 
.M. Jebsen, German str., for Tsingtau. 

. Nanchang, British str., for Chefoo. 
. Palma, British str., for Singapore. 
. Pongtong, German str., for Bangkok. 
. Samsen, German stv.. for Bangkok. 

. Yuensane, British str., for Manila. 


PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 
Per Harmun, from Swatow, Mr A. Thompson. 
Per Chinhua, from Shanghai, Mr A. Whital. 
Per Choysang. from > watow, Mr McFarlane. 
Per Haldcs, from Saixou) Mrs and Miss 


Per Haiching, from Coast. P 


Per Tranquebar, from Consul 


‘eases 


Per Kwangtah, from Shanghai, Mr. 8. Talbot 


and Mr. J. White. 


Per Aki Maru, from Seattle, &c., Messrs E. 


W. Almann and M. A. Ganni. 


Per Perseus, from Shanghai, &c., \r and 
Mrs Dyer, and Mr I. - . Gordon. ; 

Per ftajaburi, from Swatow, Mrs Von 
Waltershausen, Prof. Behr yon Bandelin, Dr. 
Schwab, Messrs F. von Matzmer & J. Fekart. - 

Per Hirano Maru. from Landon, &c., Mr and 
Mrs Earnshow, Mr and Mrs M. Jackson, Mr 
and Mrs J. Misso, Mrs A. Bhs and 2 children, 
Major C. Lerite, Messrs Jj]. Christie, C. T. 
Hoss, W. J. Darby, A. McDonald and Craig. 

Per Prinz Sigisnrund, teh Yokohama, for 
Manila, Capt. L. M. Hathajvay; for Srdney, 
Mr E. Gerhiiuser; from Kobe, for Manila, Mr 
S. Hobbs; for Sydney, Mr] and Mrs Smith, 
H.E. Baron v. Gayl, Professor Dr. Friesland, 
Professor Dr. Manes, Messrs P. Becker. G. 
Wise and family. i 

Per Derflinger, for Hongkpng, from Bremen, 
Messrs Ritter, Scheffler and Nacke; from 
Southampton, Mrs M. Morrigey, Miss Whittles 
andr Pinto Basto; from Genoa. \'r and Mrs 
H. Gisler, Messrs Hans Zuigg, Ernst Laner, 
Bruning, C. Bohm, Otto Beyer, K. Schaenfeld. 
G. Friner and Max. Fasser || from Naepls. Mr 
and Mrs Nightingale; from |Colombo, Mr and 
Mrs Stead, Mrs S. Northmp and John C. 
Oswald: from Singapore, Mr and Mrs C. E. 
Hill, Mr and Mrs Whitehead, Mr and Mrs 


} Hamison, Baron & Baroness|Mannerhum, Mrs 
| and “iss Brown, Mrs H. NJ Calmonti, Misses 


Nordenfeld and. Wileose; 
H. Johnson, Welles and son. 


a Mr and M re 


Messrs P. Seldner, 


[April a 1909. 


Per Haitan, from Swatow, Miss |Ance and 
Mr. Watson. 

Per Hatmun, from Swatow, Mr. & Mrs. 8. F. 
Dunn, Mrs. Phillips and) Miss M. Wills, «iy. 

Per Enipress of China, for Hongkong, from 

ancouver, B.C., Mr and Mrs H. 8. Moas, . 
asters Roger Corneck snd Raymond. Corneck, 
essrs H. G. P. Maddocks, T. P.1J. Dillon 
orneck, G. Thomas and R. H. Beazley ; from . 
okchama, Mr W. Wilsen. i . 
Per Nippon Maru, 
fr and Mrs C. Bradshaw and child, Mr and * 
rs E. G. Vihlein, Mr 4nd Mra F, W. Lucas, 
r and Mrs R. J. Fleming and 2: children, 
isses E. Vihlein, P. Vihlein, M. Vihlein and — 
. Wilson, Messrs F. L. Bates, R. N. Childs, 
_M. Cole, I. B. Edwards, F. H. Gibson, L. J. .. 
evin, J. Mc Allister, M. Parker, R. F. 


nd T). Piza. : 

Per Assaye, for Hongkong, from London, * 
iisses ( lark (2), and Dr. P. L, Craig; from 
arseilles, Mr und Mrs J. Clark; Captain 
earmouth, Messrs J. J. Kennedy and P. Y. 
antenfield; from Bombay, General Slaughters- 
nd Mr W. L. B. Souter; from Colombo, Major, ; 
Cirkpatrick, * éessrs J.| Wardrop and Rober 
keltou; from Penang, (Mr-J. Pinscher ; from 
ingapore, Misses M. J. Herdw(2), Messrs G. D. 
atemer, H. C. Sidderley, W. A. Walsgrove, 

. B. Davis, A. E. Swan and W. Herow. 

P&# Devanha, from Shanghai, for Hongkong, 

r and Mrs Wallace, [Major and Mrs Reid, 
{rs Shermann, Rev. F. Keating, Father Faure, 
fexsrs A. H. Colleyshaw and servant, N. G. © 
Shuikan, Otto and R. M. McDonald; for 


Singapore, Mr R. H. 

lr F. M. Poole; for New York, Mrs Harker; | 
or Loudon, Mr and Mrg Sands and infant, Rev... 
1ud Mrs Sprent and son, Messrs A. KE. Munroe 
obe, for London, Miss 


, 


nod A. C. Lotfs; from 


Dodwell, 
DEPARTED. , 
Per Palma, from Shanghai, for Lontion, Mr 
R. Brown. : bos 


Per Rubi, for Manila, Mr and Mrs C. 
Bradchaw, Dr. B. Brendel, Messrs , Kruetzer, 
. Auad and Mungo Khan. . 
Per Gdéebén, for Hamburg, &c., Mr and Mrs 
_v. Bitlow. Mr and Mrs T. W. Brotherton, 
fr and Mrs E. Courvdisier-Gallet, Mir and Mrs 
C. B. Dickinson & child) Mr & Mrs Fraenckel, 
fr and Mrs P. C. Hansen, Mr and Mrs Hester, 
fr and Mrs 'T. Newma-Mathews, Mr and Mrs 
Oddie, Mr and Mrs Pomeroy, Mr and Mrs M. 
_Plannas, Mr and Mys A. Renbau, Mr and 
Irs A. Ruebe and 2 children, Mr and Mrs A. 
V. Th. Smensfiers Smeding. and family, Mr 
ind Mrs B. O. Schairer, Mr and 3s Smith, 
nd child, Mr and Mrs A. Turner {and nurse, - 
Mr and Mrs H. E. Thomas, Myr} and Mrs 
Thompson & baby. Mr and Mrs G. R. Wright, 
Mr and Mrs Erwin . Wootbrook,| Sir Percy - 
und Lady Cunningham jon Sarawack, Dr. and 
{rs jur A, Capadoze, Dr. & Mrs G. E. Nesom, 
onsul and Mrs H. Hoy, Captain) and Mrs 
acumers, Mrs E. M.| Apple, Mrs jeter K. 


len, Mrs Biber, Mrs| gnes Chichester and 
aughtey, Mrs G. Daunne, Mrs Elo , Mrs C. 
ngenohl, Mrs Christina McKenzie and_ two 
aughters, Mrs Levy and baby, Mrs +. Marsk, 
{rs Capt. Moellermann, Mrs H. Meyer and 
hild, Mrs L. G. Muir, Mrs J. H. T: ck, Mrs_ 
E. Versteegh and two qghildren, Misses Evans, 
Ingenohl (2), Manuela Infanté, Carmen Infante, 
nd §. Soensson, Rev. Shotler, Dr. Gaupp, Dr. 
. Gjellemp, Messrs Ammon, Th. Arndt, P. J. 
evertins, Bouche and family, Bruggmann, C. 
Cuyuyan, Lawrence Couper, A. de Carsten, R. 
Corpus, Donoline, J. O.| Davies, J. J. Elizalde 
nd family, W. Ebert, (. Frey, A. Gregoire, A. 
Guttinger, Frr. Garbeek and family, Havier, 
E. J. Hall, Hodges, J./M. and J. Henderson, - 
Oriente ‘Heres, Ernst Israel, C. Kauffeld, Mo-, 
Keil, Kyris, John Karsten, Paul Meyer and 


amily, W. G. Maxwell|and child, T. Maczak, 
R. KE. : oreland, McMullen, Prichard, Max. . 


Protzen, Thos. Ruther,,P. O.S. Reille, Raidel, 
Charles M. Stinson, Emile Schmidt} G. Solz 
Speck, G. Strebel, H. H. Sima, Serutton, B. P. 
Seb, Strong, Mariano Samson & sun, Turnheer, . 
Teijn, F. G. Tranborger, Vautier and family, . 


K. "Will and S. Wright. 
So 
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